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Arabs seek emergency U.N. session 

UNITED NATIONS [AFP) — Arab countries appealed 
tuesday for an emergency meeting of the IL\. General 
Assembly to debate Israeli settlements in the occupied ter- 
ritories and U.S. failure to condemn the construction- “We 
believe thatthe illegal Israeli measures represent a threai to 
iniemarionaJ peace and security,” the chairman of the group 
of Arab states, Qatar Ambassador Nasser Ben Hamad A1 
Khalifa, wrote in a letter to UN. Secretary -General Kofi 
A nnan . I would be grateful if you would arrange for the 
initiation of the necessary procedures to convene the emer- 
gency special session of the General Assembly.” he added, 
according to an unofficial translation. The letter invoiced a 
cold war-era UN. resolution entitled “Uniting for Peace,” 
a phrase coined by the United States in 195Q for the mea- 
sure it backed seeking an emergency General Assembly 
session to counter Soviet intransigence in the UN Security 
Council during the Korean war. 
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Detainees died for lack of care — EOHR 

CAIRO (.AFP) — Two militant prisoners died in Egypt- 
ian prisons laic last month because they did not receive 
medical care, the Egyptian Organisation of Human Rights 
(EOHR i said Tuesday. Bekhit Abdul Rahman Salem. 3S, 
died last Wednesday in Fayum prison, some 100 kilome- 
tres south of Cairo, the EOHR said in a statement obtained 
b> AFP. Kamel Mohammad Zaycd. 56, died Saturday in 
Wadi Ai Natnin prison. Both had been incarcerated with- 
out trial under Egypt’s emergency- laws, Their health had 
seriously declined recently but the penal authorities 
refused to hospitalise them, the EOHR said. The group 
demanded “the setting up of a judicial inquiry committee” 
on the deterioration in detainees’ health and the lack of 
medical care in prisons. ‘The poor health care is a means 
used in a premeditated manner by the penal authorities to 
violate detainees' political rights, especially their right to 
life.” the EOHR said. 
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King, Clinton discuss means 


Four Palestinians killed as 


to end crisis in peace process 

White House talks focus on Palestinian-Israeli 


impasse as well as Jordanian- U.S. relations 


Combined agency 
dispatches 



His Majesty King Hussein and U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton on Tuesday at the Oval Office of the White House at 
the outset of their meeting (Reuters photo) 


HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton on Tuesday dis- 
cussed means to resolve the 
crisis in the Middle East 
peace process and advance 
the quest for a just, compre- 
hensive and lasting peace in 
the region. 

The White House meeting 
also covered other issues 
of common concern and 
regional and international 
developments and Jordan- 
ian-American relations. 

Speaking to the press 
before the meeting. King 
Hussein reaffirmed Jor- 
dan's firm commitment to 
peace in the Middle East 
despite the crisis facing 
Arab-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions. 

Also addressing the press, 
President Clinton paid trib- 
ute to Jordan's position and 
called for urgent efforts to 
shore up the flagging Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

He said Mideast leaders 
should show a ‘’zero-toler- 
ance’* for extremism and 
thar violence should- never 
be used to further political 
goals. 

“What we have to do is to 
restore the environment of 
security and confidence," 
Mr. Clinton said. “It's an 
urgent thing for me and for 
the whole peace process." 

The King said: “We are 
certainly passing through a 
difficult stage." 

But be stressed that much 
progress had been made in 
the' peace process and 
added that “conditions are 


not what they were 20 years 
ago” when Israel was in a 
state of war with all its Arab 


neighbours. 

The president also said he 
would send Secretary of 


State Madeleine Albright 
on a peacemaking crip to 
the Middle East once he 
decides on a strategy to end 
the impasse in negotiations 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

“At the right time I cer- 
tainly want her to go," Mr. 
Clinton said. 

King Hussein agreed that 
an Albright trip at some 
point would be a good 
move. 

With new violence Tues- 
day in Gaza, Mr. Clinton 
said he did not believe 
“there is any excuse for ter- 
rorism in any case.” 

‘Terrorism is wrong,” he 
said. 

Mr. Clinton said Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
had taken some steps to dis- 
courage violence against 
Israel, but said an unam- 
biguous declaration against 
terrorism was a precondi- 
tion for reopening peace 
talks. 

Discussions were under 
way on a possible Washing- 
ton visit by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu that could see 
Mr. Clinton engage in some 
arm- wrestling ' over the 
Israeli decision to build a 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu decided 
last month to build the new 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem, infuriating 
the Palestinians and touch- 
ing of violent protests in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

The resulting impasse in 
die peace process was 

(Continued on page 7) 


Booby-trapped doll 
injures Lebanese girl 


Freeze in normalisation to 


TYRE (AFP) — A nine- 
year-old Lebanese girl was 
seriously injured Tuesday 
when a doll she found near 
the Israeli-occupied border 
zone in South Lebanon blew 
up, security sources said. 
Maryam All Bustani, who 
lost her right hand and was 
wounded in her stomach 
and legs, was transported to 
a hospital in the southern 
port city of Tyre, they said. 
The explosion occurred as 
she reached the doorstep of 
her house in the village of 
Dair Aames, south of Tyre 
and about two kilometres 
away from Israel's “security 
zone." The girl had found 
the doll while picking thyme 
with her eight-year-old 
brother in a nearby field. 
The sources said an investi- 
gation was opened into the 
incident. Hizboliah repeat- 
edly distributes leaflets 
warning residents of areas 
along the periphery of the 
border zone not to pick up 
such objects which they say 
Israeli troops plant to deter 
guerrilla infiltrations. 

Annan wants 
UNIKOM to stay 
UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan recommended 
Tuesday tire maintenance of 
a U.N. observers mission on 
the haq-Kuwait border. He 
said in a report to the United 
Nations Security Council 
that the UNIKOM mission 
had contributed to security 
and stability in its mission 
to monitor a demilitarised 
zone at the Khor Abdullah 
area. Formed in April 1991 
following die Gulf war, the 
mission is made up of 1,329 
troops and 241 civilians. 


begin in 10 d ays — league 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The Arab League 
said Tuesday that its recommendation for 
member countries to freeze normalisation 
with Israel will go into effect in 10 days. 

“The league’s decision to freeze Arab 
normalisation with Israel will be officially 
transmitted to the governments of its 22 
members within 10 days, at the end of 
which it (the decision) will be applicable,” 
a league official said. 

Whether to “implement this decision or 
not and the date it goes into force depend 
on the political will of each state," he said. 

Several Arab foreign ministers said dur- 
ing the league’s foreign ministers’ council 
meeting Sunday and Monday in Cairo that 
all the Arab countries would uphold the 
decision. 

The league “recommended a halt to all 
measures of normalisation with Israel with- 
in the framework of the peace process 
(and), the closure of buries and missions 
until Israel abides by the principles of the 
(1991 ) Madrid conference." 

The main principle cited as coming out of 
the conference was that of exchanging 
land-for-peace. 

League members also “recommended the 
suspension of Arab participation in multi- 
lateral (peace) negotiations, and the pursuit 
of the full Arab boycott against Israel until 
the achievement of a just and comprehen- 
sive peace in the region." 

The recommendations came in reaction to 
Israel’s pressing ahead with construction of 
a Jewish settlement in Arab East Jerusalem. 

A senior Egyptian official said that "the 
closure first by Arab countries of their mis- 
sions in Tel Aviv will lead to Israel's clos- 
ing of its offices in those countries." 

Egypt and Jordan, the only Arab countries 
with peace treaties with the Jewish state, 
are not affected by the decision, the official 
said- 

The decision applies to Oman, Morocco. 
Qatar. Tunisia and Mauritania which decid- 
ed since 1991 to open offices and missions 
in Israel. 

Arab League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid sent “urgent messages” 
Tuesday to U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan, the president of the U.N. Security 
Council, the European Union (EU) and 


U.S. assails Arab decision 

THE UNITED STATES toughened its 
criticism Ttaesday of the Arab League 
decision to put a bold on trade and 
other contacts with Israel, saying it 
showed a lack of consistency in policy. 

‘The deliberations of the Arab 
League were most disappointing,” 
said State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Borns. 

“Surely it cannot be the right policy 
for the Arab coon tries to avoid Israel, 
to downgrade their relationship with 
Israel," he said. 

The State Department on Monday 
said Arab countries bad a “responsi- 
bility” to help shape “a regional envi- 
ronment supportive of peacemaking." 
Bnt the remarks on Tbesday were 
couched in much blunter terms. 
“Surely, the Arab countries need to be 
serious about peace with Israel," Mr. 
Burns said. “They need to be constant 
in their application of a policy of 

peace.” 

He added that Arab countries cannot 
use the threat of downgrading their 
relationship with Israel when prob- 
lems emerge. 

peace process co-sponsors the United 
Slates and Russia, informing them of the 
decision, he said. 

Syria, meanwhile, led a chorus of praise 
for the Arab League decision and called for 
pressure to be stepped up on the right-wing 
Israeli government. 

The official Tishrin daily hailed the reso- 
lution of the Arab League foreign ministers 
meeting in Cairo as “a step towards the 
restoration of Arab solidarity ... against 
Israeli policy.” 

“Pressure must now be increased on 
Israel and those who protect it” added the 
paper, accusing Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu of threatening the 
peace process with “destructive policies.” 
The Arab resolution has marked the 
awakening of the Arab Nation and repre- 

{ Continued on page 7) 


violence overtakes peace 

2 die in Gaza explosions; 2 shot dead in W. Bank 


Combined agency 
despatches 


Palestinian police cany the flag-draped body of one of 
their colleagues, Haitham Mansour, 20, who was shot and 
killed by Israeli troops during a demonstration Tuesday 
on the outskirts of Nablus (Reuters photo) 



FOUR PALESTINIANS 
were killed Tuesday in a 
flare-up of violence lhai left 
Israeli and Palastinian offi- 
cials trading accusations of 
extremism and deceit over 
the collapse of the peace 
process. 

Two Palestinians were 
killed and seven wounded in 
two explosions near Jewish 
settlements in the aut- 
nomous Gaza Strip while 
Israeli troops shot and killed 
two men in separate inci- 
dents on the occupied West 
Bank. 

The Israeli army said the 
Palestinians killed in Gaza 
were suicide bombers who 
wore military uniforms and 
tried to carry out a double 
attack, possibly against 
buses carrying settlers. But 
a Palestinian official said 
one of the men was killed 
when Israeli soldiers lobbed 
a grenade at him. Seven 
Palestinians near one of the 
men were wounded, accord- 
ing reports. 

Israeli officers blamed the 
attack on militant groups 
which have carried out 
numerous suicide bombings 
against Israelis in a bid to 
halt the self-rule process 
launched by the Oslo peace 
accords. 

General Anmon Shahak, 
the army chief of staff, said 
one of the bombers may 
even have been a member of 
the Palestinian police. 

But Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat issued a state- 
ment accusing the Israeli 
army of carrying out one of 
the bombings in an unpro- 
voked attack against 
unarmed civilians. 

“An Israeli army jeep ai 
7:00 a.m. threw a grenade at 
a Palestinian taxi and a don- 
key cart, killing one man 
who was walking by and 
wounding seven people,” 
read a statement issued by 
Mr. Arafat's office. It made 
no mention of the second 
bombing. 

“In Kfar Darom area, an 
Israeli military jeep hurled a 
grenade or a bomb at (Pales- 
tinian) passersby killing one 
and wounding others. This is 
information that we have 
collected from passersby and 
victims." Ahmed Abdul 
Rahman, secretary-general 
of the Palestinian cabinet, 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Abdui -Rahman said 
local media recently report- 
ed that Mr. Netanyahu had 
authorised the Israeli secret 
service to resume activities 
in. areas under Palestinian 
control. 

Asked if he was accusing 


Israel of responsibility for 
the bombing, he said: “It is 
premature to say that Mr. 
Netanyahu has given a green 
light for operations of this 
kind. But if such an evidence 
comes up. 1 will say that.” 

A Palestinian witness said 
he saw an Israeli jeep point- 
ing a gun fined with some 
son of shell bomb driving in 
front of him moments before 
the blast. 

The Hamas group denied it 
was behind the explosions 
and accused Israel of order- 
ing the blasts to sour rela- 
tions between Hamas and 
the PNA. 

Israel Television reported 
that an anonymous caller 
who telephoned in the name 
of Islamic Jihad said the 
group was responsible for 
two suicide bombings in the 
Gaza Strip. 

The caller identified the 
two bombers who blew 
themselves up. the television 
said. 

The latest bloodshed and 
the mutual recriminations 
came as a further blow to a 
peace process already in a 
state of virtual collapse since 
Israel bagan construction on 
March 18 of a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

The settlement and a series 
of other decisions by Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu which have 
slowed the self-rule process 
sparked daily violent street 
protests on the West Bank 
and a suicide bombing on 
March 21 that killed three 
Israelis. 

Mr. Netanyahu reiterated 


Tuesday his vow not to 
resume negotiations w ith the 
PNA until it roots out all 
anti-Israeli violence. 

Palestinians for their pan 
say the unilateral decisions 
by Israel's right-wing gov- 
ernment are responsible for 
the collapse of the political 
process and the turn to vio- 
lence. 

"For any pressure, there is 
a reaction." reiterated Mr. 
Arafat Tuesday to a meeting 
of aid donors whom he told 
of Israel's alleged role in the 
morning bombings. 

In other incidents Tuesday, 
Israeli police shot and killed 
an 1 8-year-old Palestinian. 
Kamel Sidqi AI Zarou. when 
he allegedly refused to stop 
his car at a roadblock outside 
Hebron. 

Police sources said Zarou 
may have been involved in 
an attempted robbery at the 
nearby Jewish settlement of 
Kiryat Arba and was fleeing 
when shot. 

Palestinian security 
sources said Mansour was an 
undercover Palestinian 
policeman who had been 
standing near the crowd of 
protesters. 

Commenting on the 
Hebron incident an Israeli 
police spokeswoman said: 
"A car hit one of the officers 
at the roadblock, then police 
opened fire, hiuing one of 
the people in the car." 

A Palestinian witness chal- 
lenged the Israeli version. 

"f heard gun shots... and I 
rushed downstairs, where I 
saw three Israeli soldiers and 
three settlers standing near 
two jeeps,” the witness. Ziad 


AI Fakhouri, told Reuters. 

"The martyr was on the 
street," he said, referring to 
Zarou. “He wits wearing 
pyjamas and slippers. I saw 
no cars. There were only l wo 
jeeps parked in the middle of 
the road and a petrol tinker 
with Israeli licence plates " 

In the northern West Bank. 
Israeli soldiers shot and 
killed a plainclothes Pales- 
tinian policeman during a 
stone-throwing protest hy 
some 1.000 students protest- 
ing the construction of new 
Jewish homes in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Hospital sources said 
Haitham Joseph Mansour, 
25, was killed by a plastic 
coated bullet which hit him 
in the head. Dozens of other 
protestors were wounded by 
the anti-riot weapon. 

Saturday the first Palestin- 
ian to die in the latest unrest 
was killed in Ramallah when 
an Israeli soldier opened fire 
with live ammunition during 
a similar stone-throwing 
protest. 

Jewish settlers meanwhile 
demanded Israeli troops 
invade PNA-mled areas to 
uproot ■■terror." 

"The first thing we have to 
do is re-enter to uproot the 
terror bases.” said Ycchiel 
Leiter. spokesman for the 
Yesha umbrella council rep- 
resenting more than 140.000 
Jews settled amidst some 
two million Palestinians in 
Gaza and the West Bank. 

“If that’s enough of a mes- 
sage to Arafat to live up to 
his agreement, then we don’t 
have to May there but if he 
continues to take the rela- 
tions back to a mode of ter- 
ror and violence then we'll 
have no choice but to stay 
there," Mr. Leiter told 
Reuters. 

Jewish settlers also hurled 
stones at Palestinian cars 
passing their enclave in the 
Gaza Strip. 

“I was driving my c;ir 
passing the Neizarim settle- 
ment, and my car was hit by 
stones thrown by more than 
20 settlers from inside the 
settlement and from the side 
of the road." Palestinian 
motorist Hafez Malar told 
Reuters. 

PNA security official 
Colonel Salem Dardona 
confirmed the report, saying 
settlers threw stones at sev- 
eral passing Arab cars until a 
Jsraeli-PNA police patrol 
arrived at the scene. 

“We went there in a joint 
patrol, and the Israeli army 
controlled the situation and 
sent the settlers back into the 
settlement." Col. Dardona 
said. 


Netanyahu: Coalition with Labour possible 


TEL AVTV (AFP.) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu admitted Tues- 
day that he was considering 
a “national unity" govern- 
ment with the opposition 
Labour Party in preparation 
for final status talks with the 
Palestinians. 

“We want to look into, of 
course, creating the widest 
possible platform for the 
final status negotiations 
with the Palestinians," Mr. 
Netanyahu told Israeli army 
radio. 

“The question is whether 
a national unity government 
would produce this or pre- 
vant it.” the hardline leader 
added “Would there be one 
national unity government 
or two governments?' 

The radio said Mr. 
Netanyahu's chief of staff. 
Avigdor Lieberman, was 


holding intense talks with 
Labour officials to discuss 
the possibility of forming a 
joint coalition. 

A government of the 
Likud bloc and Labour par- 
ties would comprise 66 
seats in the 120-member 
parliament, the Knesset, the 
same number as the current 
coalition. 

But it would comprise 
only the Likud bloc and 
Labour instead of the some- 
times fragmented current 
government that includes 
the Likud and five right- 
wing and religious parties. 

Labour leader Shimon 
Peres has actively promoted 
a “national unity” govern- 
ment but other Labour offi- 
cials are reluctant. 

Mr, Netanyahu is seen to 
be interested in a govern- 
ment with Labour after the 


more right-wing elements 
of his coalition — some in 
his own Likud bloc — have 
threatened to vote against 
further Israeli implementa- 
tion of the Oslo peace 
accords with the Palestini- 
ans. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
promised to implement the 
agreements, but only on 
condition that the Palestini- 
ans agree to strict demands 
concerning Israeli security. 

Under pressure from his 
right-wing. Mr. Netanyahu 
has also pushed ahead with 
the expansion of Jewish set- 
tlements. notably in .Arab 
East Jerusalem, sparking 
violent Palestinian protests 
which ha\ e brought the 
peace process to a virtual 
halt over the past month. 

The Oslo peace accords 
began in 1993 under the 


Labour Party, chaired at the 
time by the late Prime Min- 
ister Yitzhak Rabin with Mr. 
Peres as foreign minister. 

A new coalition would 
shift the government's poli- 
cies to the left, allowing it 
more lenience in the negoti- 
ations with the Palestinians 
and less criticism from the 
international community. 

As part of the Oslo 
process. Israel has granted 
self-rule to most of the Gaza 
Strip and eight cities in the 
West Bank. 

in the final status talks, 
the sides must tackle the 
most difficult issues includ- 
ing the size and nature of 
the Palestinian self-rule 
entity, the fate of Jewish set- 
tlements and Palestinian 
refugees and the staius of 
Jerusalem. 
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Knesset gives first approval 
for controversial reform bill 


Draft law seen as discriminating against 
majority of Jews living outside Israel 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In a move sure to inflame 
tensions with world Jewry. Israel’s parliament 
gave initial approval Tuesday to a bill that 
would render conversions to Judaism per- 
formed by a non-orthodox rabbi invalid in 
Israel. 

The conversion bill, demanded by Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's religious 
coalition partners, passed its first of three 
required readings by a 51-32 vote with seven 
abstentions. 

Liberal lawmaker Dedi Zucker denounced 
the decision as “a bill of divorce to most of 
the Jewish people." who belong to the con- 
servative or reform streams. 

“They live as Jews, my friends, don't 
divorce them" Mr. Zucker shouted, pointing 
to the religious lawmakers. “We will be the 
first state in the world to tell these Jews, 
■you're inferior." 

He was interrupted by Rabbi Avraham 
RaviLz of the United Torah Jewry Party, who 
denied there was any intention to alienate 
world Jews. “They are all our brothers,” Mr. 
Ravitz said. “We just don’t recognise their 
conversions .. or yours.” 

The bill comes at a time of debate over who 
is a Jew. 

The Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the Unit- 
ed States and Canada formally declared Mon- 
day that the reform and conservative teach- 
ings "are not Judaism at all.” Some reform, 
conservative and orthodox rabbis attacked the 
declaration and said the union, founded in 
1902. is on the fringes of Jewish thought in 
America. 

A 1990 study of U.S. Jews found that 41 per 
cent are reform. 40 per cent are conservative, 
about seven per cent are orthodox and two per 
cent are recons true rionist. with the rest most- 
ly unaffiliated. 

But in Israel, the majority of Jews are secu- 
lar, and the vast majority of those who are 
observant to various degrees are orthodox. 
Furthermore, the orthodox establishment con- 
trols marriage, divorce and death proceedings 
in Israel, all based on the orthodox definition 
of who is a Jew. 

The bill would erode the limited recognition 
within Israel that die reform and conservative 
movements had gained under Israel's previ- 
ous. liberal government. 

It would reverse a November 1995 decision 
by Israel's supreme court, which ruled that 
reform and conservative conversions per- 
formed in-.Israel wereTegidmate. Before chat. 


non-orthodox conversions were recognised 
only if performed abroad. 

But the decision has never been implement- 
ed — the interior ministry still registers as 
Jews only those bom into the Jewish faith or 
converted by orthodox rabbis — and the 
orthodox parties have pushed for the bill as a 
means of blocking it. 

These parties won a record 23 out of 120 
Knesset seats in last May’s election; they 
comprise about a third of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
governing coalition and have threatened to 
bring down the government unless the con- 
version bill passed. 

In a sign of the religious parties’ power, sev- 
eral opposition legislators loathe to offend 
them stayed away from the vote — including 
Ehud Barak and Yossi Beilin, the main candi- 
dates in the upcoming primary for the Labour 
Party’s candidate for premier. 

Mr. Netanyahu claimed Monday that the 
issue was being blown out of proportion 
because it merely makes formal the existing 
practice. 

“This law does not make any substantive 
change in our relations with world Jewry,” 
Mr. Netanyahu said. “There is an awful lot of 
misunderstanding in the Jewish world." 

Avraham Burg, head of the Jewish agency, 
which is responsible for Israel’s relationship 
with overseas Jews, has warned that Israel 
would lose its strong lobby in Washington if 
it alienated American Jews. 

There is also discomfort among Mr. 
Netanyahu's allies at the move: coalition 
chairman Michael Eytan even suggested 
Tuesday that the bill would be quietly shelved 
if the reform and conservative movements 
dropped legal efforts to gain full quality. 

Orthodox legislators have said they would 
like to expand the bill to delegitimise non- 
orthodox overseas conversions as well. They 
say that this is the only way to block easy 
conversions by non-Jews who want only to 
come to Israel to improve their financial situ- 
ation. 

Jews have the automatic right to immigra- 
tion and citizenship in Israel. 

Sponsors of the bill in the coalition govern- 
ment said the measure would also pass its 
second and third readings in the Knesset, to 
become law. 

But first it will be handed to a special com- 
mittee created to seek a compromise version 
less antagonistic lo reform and conservative 
Jews. 


France wants Turkey as EU candidate 


ANKARA (AFP) — French 
Foreign Minister Herve De 
Charene said Tuesday that 
Turkey should take pan in a 
proposed European confer- 
ence which would gather 
European Union (EU) coun- 
tries and potential EU mem- 
bers. 

“Turkey should be invited 
to the European conference." 
Mr. De Charette told 
Turkey's Anatolia news 
agency before leaving Paris 
for a lour of Azerbaijan. 
Armenia and Turkey. 

France proposed the con- 
vening of the European con- 
ference to discuss EU 
enlargement at a foreign 
ministers meeting of the 
union in Apcldoom. the 
Netherlands, on March 16. 

The EU is yet to make a 
formal decision on the issue, 
but European diplomats said 
the general tendency sup- 
ported convening such a con- 


ference. 

However, they said there 
was no consensus on 
whether to invite Turkey, 
adding that some EU mem- 
bers, including Germany, 
were against adding Ankara 
to the list of candidate coun- 
tries. 

Mr. De Charette said the 
candicacy of all potential 
members, including Turkey, 
should be treated under the 
same political and economic 
criteria. 

His remarks echoed a state- 
ment by Dutch Foreign Min- 
ister Hans van Mierlo who 
said in Apeldoom: “Turkey 
is ... recognised as having a 
European future and should 
be judged on the same basis 
as other countries." The 
Netherlands is holding the 
EU’n rotating presidency. 

Mr. De Charette will begin 
on Wednesday a two-day 
official visit to Ankara and 


meet President Suleyman 
Demirel and Foreign Minis- 
ter Tansu Ciller. He may also 
come together with Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan. 

Mr. Van Mierlo will also 
have talks with Turkish lead- 
ers here on Thursday. 

Remarks by Mr. De 
Charette and Mr. Van Mierlo 
followed a statement by 
Western Europe's Christian 
democrat and Conservative 
parties in early March, which 
ruled out Muslim Turkey’s 
furure membership to the 
union due to economic, polit- 
ical and cultural reasons. 

Denouncing the move by 
Europe's centre-right move- 
ments. Turkish officials 
blamed German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl for raising the 
argument dial Turkey’s Mus- 
lim tradition represented an 
insurmountable obstacle to it 
being brought into the Euro- 
pean Union. 



NEW ISRAELI EXCAVATIONS IN JERUSALEM: A general view of a sewage tunnel (left) in the construction site at 
the Western Wall in the Old City of Jerusalem on Monday. An ancient cardo (street) from the late Roman period was 
discovered during construction three weeks ago, which may lead to a new and controversial excavation operation 
(AFP photo) 


Turkish army 
kills 33 PKK 


Iran rights picture gives mixed signals 


guerrillas in 


new spring 
offensive 


DIYARBAK1R (AFP) — 
Turkish troops killed 33 
separatist Kurdish rebels in 
the troubled southeast in 
the last two days of a 
spring offensive, local 
sources said Tuesday. 

They said the military 
operations were part of a 
vast offensive in the 
provinces of Tunceli. Siirt 
and Sirnak against die out-, 
lawed Kurdistan Labour 
Party (PKK). 

In the largest clash in a 
mountainous area in 
Tunceli province, the 
troops lolled 22 PKK mem- 
bers on Monday. In other 
fighting in Sirnak and Siirt. 
another 1 1 rebels were 
killed. 

No information was 
immediately available on 
losses among security 
forces. 

The fighting marked an 
upsurge in clashes between 
the .two sides following a 
relatively quiet winter with 
severe weather conditions. 

The Turkish army has 
launched spring offensives 
against the PKK in late 
March for the past several 
years. 

In March 1995, more 
than 35,000 Turkish troops, 
supported by tanks and air 
power, entered neighbour- 
ing northern Iraq to hunt | 
PKK rebels and stayed i 
there for six weeks. 


GENEVA (AFP) — A U.N. human rights 
report on Iran issued here Tuesday reported 
progress on the status of women, offset by 
soaring executions and discrimination of 
religious minorities. 

The author. U.N. special representative 
for the commission Maurice Copithorne, 
noted that the farwa against British writer 
Salman Rushdie remained in force bur his 
language was muted on the subject. 

In contrast, U.S. permanent representa- 
tive to the U.N. in New York, William 
Richardson, forcefully condemned the fact 
that an Iranian foundation bad increased the 
reward for killing Mr. Rushdie, whose 
‘ Satanic Verses” work is accused of blas- 
pheming Islam. 

“What action could more starkly demon- 
strate Iran’s contempt for the international 
community's commitment to human 
rights,” said Mr. Richardson in his address 
Tuesday to the commission’s 53rd session. 

.Mr. Copithorne said' public debate on tije^ 
status' of women seemed to be growing 
more “vigorous, particularly as more 
women speak out, and some measure of 
change appears to be occurring in the legal 
regime.” 

Women had been appointed members of 
the fifth Majlis (parliament) which had cre- 
ated a women's commission, die report 


Israeli-backed militiaman killed in Lebanon 


TYRE. Lebanon (AFP) — A member of the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
was killed Tuesday in an ambush by Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas in the Israeli “security zone" in 
southern Lebanon, security sources said. 

Four SLA militiamen were wounded in the 
attack by HizboIIah fighters armed with auto- 
matic weapons and anti-tank rockets near the 
village of Tayr Harfa on the western edge of 
the self-declared Israeli buffer zone in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

A spokesman for the Islamic Resistance, the 
military wing of HizboIIah. in this southern 
Lebanese port claimed responsibility for the 
attack on an SLA armoured vehicle. “Our 
commandos blew up an M-113 armoured 
vehicle, killing or wounding the occupants.’’ 
the spokesman for the movement said. 

Sources close to the SLA said the M-113 
troop transport had been hit by a Sager anti- 


tank rocket- 

Israeli mortars and tanks riposted to the- 
attack, minings shells for half an hour on the 
outskirts of the village of Majdal Zun. 
Lebanese police said. No casualties were 
reported. 

HizboIIah fighters have killed one SLA mili- 
tiamen and wounded 11 members of the 
3,000-strong force since the beginning of the 
year. 

Later Tuesday, two U.S.-built Apache gun- 
ships fired their machine guns on ravines Dear 
the village of Kfar Tibnit, where guerrillas 
were suspected of attempting to infiltrate the 
Israeli-held border enclave, according to secu- 
rity officials. 

The guerrillas were spotted about 500 meters 
from hilltop outposts at Ali Taher, which are 
manned by Israeli soldiers and SLA militia- 
men. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Flimsmnes 

14:30 Cannon — Adventures 
of (he Rainbmv Ptind 

15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 America's Funniest 

People 

16:25 Escape from Jupiter 

16:50 Doc. — Challenge 

17:15 Border Town 

1S:00 French Programmes 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Grace 

Under Fire 

20:00 Children's Diary 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 Drama — Spencer for 
Hire 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Cobra 

23:00 Hart to Hart 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:00 Fajr 

05:19 (SunriseiDuha 

11:39 Dhuhr 

15:12 'Asr 

17:59 Maghreb 

19:18 .Tsha 


Terra Sands Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International 
Church Tel. S27126 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. S24328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tei. 
654932. 

Church of Xazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


Humidity readings: Ammon 
35 per cent. Aqaba 27 per 
cent. 


CHURCHES 
St Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la §aHe Church Tel. 
661757. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop slightly, skies panly 
cloudy with a chance of scat- 
tered showers in the northern 
region, and winds northwest- 
erly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate and seas caira. 
Amman I U21 

Aqaba 1 6/27 

Deserts 10/23 

Jordan Valiev 14/26 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 25, Aqaba 27 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
Dr. Mukhles Mazahreh 820425 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyin 748563 

Dr. AbdolHadiTajyini —.6201 15 
Dr. MuntherAIQraini 779959 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

A1 Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh ....2500S0 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah A1 Safarini ....987565 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...9854 1 7 
EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 
Rescue Police 192, 621 HI. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police -.S43402 

TYaffic Police 896390 


Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints. 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6S0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
6363S1 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport OS- 
53 200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Maih as, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Ai-Moasher Hospital667227/9 


The Islamic, Abdaii 666126/37 
Al-Ahli, Abdaii ......664164/6 

Italian, AMVIuhajreen777 1 0 1/3 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka — S9161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 
(0919S3323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Siua Hospital(09)986732 
A] Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A! Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


Hospital 


Hospital 


Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08:35. Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dhabi, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:05 Aqaba i add) (RJ) 

09:15 Lamaca. Damascus 
(RJ) 

14:40 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:30 London (RJ) 

16:40 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

17:00 Paris (RJ) 

17:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:55 ..Brussels. Berlin (RJ) 

18:05 Rome (RJ) 

18:20 ...Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

23:10 Beriut(Rj) 

00:10 Cairo (RJj 

03:55 Singapore. Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 


(PK) 

19:40 London (GA) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:10 ...Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:40 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:20 Istanbul (TK) 

22:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 


Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (03)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 


Other Flights 

03:40 London (BA) 

06:00 London (BA) 

09:00 Cairo (MS) 

09:15 Karachi. Abu Dhabi 
(PK) 

10:00 ...Sanaa, Hudaidah (1Y) 

11:00 Jeddah (SV) 

12: 10 Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13 JO — Tunis ITU) 

14:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:20 .. Algiers (AH) 

16:00 Doha(Q7) 

19:30 Istanbul. Damascus 


Wings (RW) Flights 

Aqaba (RW) 

Tel Aviv (RW) 

departures 

Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 

Berlin. London (RJ) 

Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Calcutta (add ) (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

..Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

Bombay (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscar (RJ) 

-Bangkok (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 




release*# 


New laws had been adopted on family 
allowances for working and retired women, 
and there were more numerous articles in 
women's magazines, some written by cler- 
ics. appearing to advocate “significant 
change in the government’s attitude to 
women T the report said. 

The report, quoting scholars outside Iran, 
said there had been movement “in the right 
direction'’ in terms of women's access — 
for the middle class at least — to tertiary 
education, employment and in the attitude 
towards family planning and to amend- 
ments to divorce and polygamy laws. 

With regards to the death penalty, Mr. 
Copithorne said external reports had pul the 
□umbers of sentences carried out in 1996 as 
twice die level of the previous year. He had 
received no response to repeated requests 
.for official statistics. 

. . “Many of the death sentences are report- 
’ edly imposed for drug trafficking. Recently 
there has been an upsurge in allegations of 
spying, which can carry the death penalty.” 
The report said use of torture was appar- 
ently still widespread, prisoners of con- 
science allegedly continue to linger in Iran- 
ian jails despite official denials and corpo- 
ral punishment, such as stoniDg and ampu- 
tations continued. 


DUBAI (AFP^:_ 
Yemeni security forces 
have surrounded the^ 
where four elderiy^Ger. 
mans are being helScjn 
live by tribesmen but^J 
seeking the release of fl* 
hostages through peacefo] 
means, officials said Ihb- 
day. .vi 

“The security foots 
have hermetically 
off the area where theS^T 
nappers are holedup soas 
to guarantee the hostages’ 
security and their tibaa- i 
tion in the coming hours, 1 ' i 
a Yemeni Interior Ministry ! 
official said. 

“The Interior Minis&y is 
deploying continuous 
efforts to get the fear 
hostages released,” the 
official was quoted by the 
presidential party newspa- 
per AI Mithaq as saying. 

The two German cou- 
ples were abducted Thurs- 
day in the Maarib area, 
where they had been sight- 
seeing, by a tribe that was 
seeking to pressure fc 
government, a common 
practice in Yemen. 

A security official in the 
Maarib area some . 200 
kilometres east of the cap- 
ital Sanaa told AFP that 
the authorities “are. con- 
centrating on a peaceful 
solution and. don’t want to 
resort to violence 
they want no harm 
come to the tourists ” 

“We hope that the nego- 
tiations between the tribal 
chiefs and the kidnappers 
will bring quick results,” 
the official, who asked not 
to be identified, told AFP 
u-ip Dubai by telephone... 

He added that- the . four 
^Germans were “in good 
health” and that the medi- 
ators, who are notables 
from the same tribe as the 
kidnappers, the Jihm, have 
been able to see the cap- 
tives. 

The official said the 
abductors' demands were 
’"minimal” but would not 
disclose what they were. 
He added that “the author- 
ities have no intention of 
giving in to them.” 

The German embassy 
refused to comment. 

The four are being held 
in a house in the village of 
Al Mahjaza. local authori- 
ties said. 

Earlier this month seven 
German motorcycle 
tourists were ltidnappe 
by 50 armed tribesrne 
near Tarim, 750 kilome- 
tres east of Sanaa, and 
held by members of the 
Manahil mountain tribe, 
north of the oil-rich Wadi 
Massila area, for 10 days. 


Shariqah (AH) 

JDoha(Q7) 

Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

Jakarta (GA) 

1 Tel Aviv (LY) 

.. Damascus. Paris (AF) 

- — Istanbul (TK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Lamaca (CY) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights j 

09:50 .Marka (RW) | 

2(h50 Aqaba (RW) | 


Upper/lower price in fits per 


Apple. 

Banana..- 


-70OSW} 

..600/600 


Other Flights 

Beirut (ME) 

London (BA) 

London (BA) 

10:00 Damascus, Istanbul (PK) 
11:00 .. Hudaidah. Sanaa (IY) 

Jeddah (SV) 

13:00 Bahrain. Muscat (GF) 
Vienna (OS) 


Banana (imported) 980 WJ& 

Cabbage. 12tt» 

Carrot 180/138 j 

Cauliflower.—, 

Cucumber (large) ——.230/1 QQ 
Cucumber (small)—— 36WW0 

Eggplant— ■24Q / 1$ 

Fava beans 450006 

Garlic ....... -J59WM0 

Grape fruit _190fl3® 

Lemon ^—500050 

Marrow (large).— ___ _250fl2® 

Marrow (small) .390000 

Onion (green) .—24 00® 

Onion (dry) 400000 

Orange ..—600000 

Peas 92 O 0 » 

Pepper (hot) -650»» 

Pepper (sweet) 6400^ 

Potato —380001 


Radish 

Spinach 

String beans__. 
Tomato 


1000000 


l 
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, Ensour requests regular reports from Cabinet 


AMMAN (Petra) — - Acting Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour Tuesday 
requested that Cabinet members sub- 
mit regular reports to Council of Min- 
isters’ meetings, regarding the perfor- 
mance and activities of their respec- 
tive ministries in economic and ser- 
vices fields. 

The request came at a regular Cabi- 
net session, which Dr. Ensour chaired 
as Prime Minister Abdul Salarn Majali 
is in Washington to atiend talks His 
Majesty King Hussein is holding with 
the U.S. administration, according to 
Minister of State for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawi. 

Subsequent to the Cabinet session. 
Dr. Mutawi explained that Dr. Ensour 
briefed the ministers on HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan's recent meetings with 
journalists and other media represen- 
y wives. 

He said that during the session. Min- 
ister ot-Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul Salam Abbadi reported on the 
deliberations of the members of the 
Jerusalem Committee from their 


meeting in Morocco during which 
they discussed the situation in the 
occupied Arab territories as well as 
Israeli actions in Arab Jerusalem. 

Minister of Interior Nathir Rasid 
submitted a report covering ministry 
preparations for the upcoming general 
elections while Minister of Finance 
Suleiman Hafez reported on arrange- 
ments for the inauguration of the Jaber 
border post on the common border 
between Syria and Jordan. 

He said agreement was reached with 
Damascus to officially open the bor- 
der post on April 15. 

Along with the border post at the 
Ramtha crossing, the new post will be 
used for trucks and passenger vehicles 
in northern Jordan. 

In reference to the planned Jordan- 
ian- Israeli joint airport project in 
Aqaba (see separate story ), Dr. 
Mutawi affirmed that joint technical 
committees entrusted with the project 
will convene shortly. 

He said that Jordanian ministers 
travelling abroad have delayed the 


meeting which was scheduled to con- 
vene Monday. 

After the cabinet meeting, Dr. 
Ensour visited Parliament and met 
Speaker of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Sa*d Havel Srour who subse- 
quently stated that the two exchanged 
views regarding cooperation between 
the executive and the legislative 
authorities as well as other issues of 
public concern. 

Dr. Ensour reaffirmed the govern- 
ment's eagerness to strengthen coop- 
eration between the two authorities as 
well as maintain constant consulta- 
tions with the Parliament on national 
issues. Mr. Srour said. 

The minister also met Senate Speak- 
er Ahmad Lawzi and the two dis- 
cussed similar iopics. 

Mr. Lawzi affirmed that the two 
exchanged views on economic legis- 
lation, already endorsed in Parliament 
and stressed its importance in promot- 
ing economic investments in the 
Kingdom. 


Jordan to participate in 
global conferences 


Woman stabbed to death 
in apparent honour crime 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
is slated to participate in 
both the 97th meeting of 
the International Parlia- 
mentary Union (IPU), to 
open in South Korea on 
April 10, and the conference 
of speakers of parliaments 
in Mediterranean countries, 
to open in Athens on April 
6 . 

Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa’d 
Havel Srour, who is leading 
Jordanian delegations to 
both meetings, Tuesday 
maintained that significant 
regional and international 
•^issues are slated to be dis- 
■cussed in the meetings. 

In reference to the Athens 
meeting, Mr. Srour, who is 
leaving Wednesday, 

described participating 
countries as the same 
which participated in the 
1995 Barcelona conference 
and' sf^ned the Barcelona’ 
'^Declaration 1 . 

1 ' He "stated that delegates; 

- 1 1 -.- ■ in I 


will discuss cooperation 
among the region’s parlia- 
ments and ways to imple- 
ment the Barcelona Decla- 
ration. 

Referring to the Seoul 
meeting, Mr. Srour said 
that the annual meeting, to 
be attended by delegates 
from 135 nations, is sched- 
uled to discuss the global, 
social, political and eco- 
nomic situation as well as 
issues relating to world 
peace and stability. 

Mr. Srour affir med that 
Arab delegations to the 
Seoul meeting are sched- 
uled to hold a separate 
meeting previous to the 
conference in order to coor- 
dinare their position 
towards topics on the IPU’s 
agenda. 

He stated that he would 
deliver Jordan's address to 
the two meetings, outlining 
the Kingdom's position 
towards developments in 
the Middle East. 


Arab-American poet 
emphasises importance 
of literary identity 


By Jeffrey Buckley and 
Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Visiting Arab- 
American poet Lisa Suhair 
Majaj yesterday concluded 
her speaking tour of West 
Bank and Jordanian 
■j universities. 

" Ms. Majaj arrived in the 
region last month to attend 
conferences directed 
towards Arab writers and to 
lecture on the developing 
identity of Arabs, through 
literature, in the United 
States. 

The United States Infor- 
mation Service (USIS) 
invited Ms. Majaj, well- 
known in Arab literary cir- 
cles in the U.S.. to Amman 
to spark interest in Arab- 
American literature in Eng- 
lish Departments here. 

“Arab-American litera- 
ture is rarely discussed in 
Jordan, and our students 
exhibited a strong interest 
in Ms. Majaj 's talks,” a 
USIS representative, who 
requested anonymity, said 
^of a recent lecture at the 
v Jordanian Women's Uni- 
versity which about 60 stu- 
dents attended. 

“We (.Arabs.) have a voice 
to be heard in America,” a 
University of Jordan Eng- 
lish Department head. Dr. 
Safadi. said in his introduc- 
tory remarks. 

English students who 
attended that lecture do not 
study Arab-American liter- 
ature in particular but took 
time out of their regular 
classes to attend Ms. 


$ 


Majaj’s presentation. 

The basis of the talk 
stemmed from her idea that 
“you need to look back at 
where you come from to 
see where you are now.” 
With this principle. Ms. 
Majaj explained bow Arab 
Americans relate to their 
common pasts through 
memory. 

By “memory,” she means 
that Arabs can maintain 


their identity in America by 
remembering practices of 
their ancestors. This does 
not necessarily mean that 
they must do exactly as 
their parents but that they 
should know that Arabs can 
claim a common history, 
according to Ms. Majaj. 

As with many minority 
groups in America, Arabs 
are confronted with this 
quandary of identity, she 
said. “To be Arab is not to 
contradict being an Ameri- 
can.” 

Throughout Ms. Majaj’s 
talk, she specifically 
referred to Arab-American 
poets and samples of their 
writing. She writes in Eng- 
lish, however, emphasises 
that poetry' is intrinsic to 
Arab culture and that such 
writing is. indeed, an 
expression of identity. 

The 1967 war marked a 
turning point for Arab 
Americans and affected 
their ideas accordingly, she 
explained. 

When Arab Americans 
observed the unity of the 
Arab World during this cri- 
sis, they were compelled to 
examine their own commu- 
nity. Early Arab-American 
wnters tended to focus on 
assimilation into an “Amer- 
ican” identity; it was not 
until the late i960‘s that 
they initiated the develop- 
ment of an independent 
identity, Ms. Majali 
affirmed. 

She explained that the 
term “Arab-American” is 
relatively new as Arabs in 
ihe U.S. once identified 
themselves by their indi- 
vidual nationalities rather 
than the pan-Arab identity 

prevalent today. 

Ms. Majaj, currently 
completing her dissertation 
at the University of Michi- 
gan, was raised in Amman 
and hopes to return to 
encourage more interest in 
Arab-American writing 
here. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 1 9-year-old woman was allegedly stabbed 
to death by her older brother Monday for suspected adul- 
tery, according to official sources. 

Hanan Abdul Karim was stabbed by her brother Moham- 
mad. 22, in their family’s home in the .Alia neighbourhood 
of Amman, one official source said, adding that Moham- 
mad turned himself in to the police shortly after the inci- 
dent. 

According to the source, the victim, who was married for 
one year, often quarrelled with her husband and recently 
returned to her family's house. 

Shortly after that, the source maintained, a rumour 
ensued that the woman had an affair with another man. 

“Her brother heard the rumour, lost his temper and 
stabbed her to cleanse his family’s honour,” the source 
said. 

Preliminary autopsy results determined traces of a strag- 
gle on the woman’s body and that she had 10 stab wounds 
on her chest, w'aist and stomach. 

Police contacted by the Jonian Times Tuesday confirmed 
that a woman was killed but refused to release any details. 

Hanan became the seventh woman to be killed in a crime 
of honour since the beginning of the year. 

She was also the third woman to be killed during the 
month of March in a crime of honour. 

Last year, police reports said that 19 women were killed 
in similar crimes in the Kingdom. 


What’s Going On 


GERMAN-AMERICAN FILM WEEK 

♦"The Great Sinner’’ (English! at the American Cen- 
tre/A bdoun at 5:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

* Piano concert by Gaswan Zarkly at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman at S:00 p.m. 

AMMAN THEATRE FESTIVAL 

* Two Jordanian performances entitled "Hi Hu” by 
Fawanees Theatre and “Salem’s TaJe” by Hanouna 
Troupe respectively at 7:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

LECTURE 

*”Tbe Culture of the Moriscos in the AndaJus in the 
Balance” by Dr. Mohammad Hataroleh at Instituto Cer- 
vantes. Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* African ceramic arts exhibition at A1 Bait Furniture 
Establishment premises, Mecca Street, until April 10. 

* Artworks by Egyptian artist Jamil Shafiq entitled 
“Black and White” at BaJadna Art Gallery, Gardens 
Street (Tel. 687598), until April 10. 

♦Spring exhibition 1997 ai Orfali Art Gallery, Umm 
Utheina, until April 6. 

* Works by Paris-based Syrian artist Ziad Dalloul at 
Darat Al Ftmun. Jabal Weibdeh. until April 3. Also dis- 
playing works by contemporary Arab artists. 


The Executive Secretary and staff of 
ESCWA regret to announce the sudden 
passing away of their colleague and friend 

Dr. Ziad Kassem 

on Monday 31 March 1997. 

The burial will take place at Sahab Cemetery 
following the noon prayers at Aisha Mosque, 
Abdoun on Wednesday 2 April. 

Condolences may be offered at the residence of 
the deceased located in Abdoun, Khalil Zaza. 
Street, Building No. 39, two streets behind the 
Orthodox Church, for three days as of 2 April. 

Our sincere condolences to his family and in 
particular to his wife, our colleague Ms. Fa tima 
Sbeity Kassem . 

May God bless his soul. 


Jordan committed to agreement on 
Aqaba airport project — minister 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan 
remains committed to its 
agreement w-ith Israel to 
develop the Aqaba airport 
and the postponement of a 
meeting with Israeli offi- 
cials this week on the pro- 
ject had no political impli- 
cations. Information Minis- 
ter Samir Mutawi said 
Tuesday. 

Dr. Mutawi was com- 
menting on statements 
attributed to Israeli officials 
that Jordan has suspended 
talks on the airport project 
"in the first sign of chilling 
relations between the coun- 
tries." 

Avner Ovadiah. 

spokesman for the Israeli 
transport ministry, was 
quoted as saying that Jor- 
danian officials informed 
Israel that they were post- 
poning talks slated for 
Monday and Tuesday as 
well as a meeting between 
the transportation ministers 
of the two countries. 

“The Jordanians hate 
postponed the talks for no 
convincing reasons.” Mr. 
Ovadiah was quoted as say- 
ing by the French news 


agency. AFP. 

The delay in talks 
between the two countries, 
which signed a peace 
agreement in 1994. came a 
day after foreign ministers 
of the Arab League recom- 
mended that the 22 mem- 
bers of the pun- Arab body 
freeze relations with Israel. 

But Dr. Mutawi main- 
tained no link between the 
postponement of ihe meet- 
ing and the Arab League 
talks held it\ Cairo. 

“A meeting was to be held 
between the Jordanian jnd 
Israeli sides concerning... 
the joint Aqaba airport by 
the end of March or begin- 
ning of April." said the 
minister. "But due to the 
absence of the Jordanian 
ministers in charge of this 
matter, this meeting was 
postponed.” 

"The Arab League minis- 
ters’ conference in Cairo 
had nothing to do with the 
postponing of the meeting 
ton the airport).” said Dr. 

Mutawi. 

The minister described 
reports of the "suspension" 
of the Israeli- Jordanian 

talks appearing in the 
Israeli press as baseless and 
said they had “nothing to 


do with the reality of 
things." 

Dr. Mutawi reaffirmed 
Jordan's commitment to the 
airport project. 

"The studies and plans 
na'e been drawn up with 
the utmost urgency to 
finalise are work concern- 
ing the join: aipori" since 
the signing of the Jordan- 
ian- Israeli peace treat > in 
October 1 w94 and such 
work "has not stopped up to 
this day." added the minis- 
ter. 

A l'.S.- funded feasibility 
study h:is been completed 
on the project and Jordan 
and Israel ha\e reached the 
point of finalising financing 
proposals and related 

issues. 

Till.' w eek's postponed 
meeting was to include 
talks on the founding of a 
joint company to oversee 
the airport arid the estab- 
lishment of an association 
for pilot rights. 

Israel’s him news agency 
reported Monday that 
Israeli Transport Minister 
Yitzhak Le\ y w ill meet 
soon with his Jordanian 
counterpart to discuss the 
project. 

Mr. Lew kii Monday met 


with the Israeli ambassador 
designate to Jordjn. OJeti 
Eran. and -aid the Israeli 
government was interested 
in implementing the pro- 
ject. him reported. 

The project m\o|\e> the 
expansion ol Aqaba airport 
to serve as a regional facili- 
ty to serve both Jordan and 
Israel. 

Israel's Eilat airport, a 
few kilometres from the 
Aqaba facility, is seen as 
too small to accommodate 
an expected increase in ihe 
number of lourisis coming 
to ihe region, and lienee the 
proposal to expand tile Jor- 
danian airport. 

In another development, 
the Israeli embassy Mon- 
Jay confirmed that a car. 
recently vandalised, pre- 
sumably in an effort to steal 
ii. did not belong to the 
ambassador hut was a rent- 
ed car used by an embassy 
employ ce. 

Reports lud '■aid hut the 
vehicle was die ambas- 
sador s ear. 1 here is no 
Israeli ambassador present 
in Amman ai the moment 
al'lcr Shimon Sluinii Ictl 
last month at the end of his 
conimet with the Israeli 
government. 


CDD records 1 0% increase in accidents last year 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) released 1996 
accident figures which 
indicate that accident 
rates for that year 
increased by 10.56 per 
cent over "the previous 
year. 

The increase in popula- 
tion as well as rapid tech- 
nological advancements 
were some of the main 
factors cited for the 
increase, according to 
Director of the Depart- 
ment of Operations at the 
CDD Lieutenant Colonel 
Ahmad Rahahleh. 

The CDD statistics indi- 
cated that 37,993 acci- 
dents occurred in the 
Kingdom in 1996, result- 
ing in 951 deaths and 
injuries to 33.177 people, 
as compared to 34,364 
accidents in 1 995. 
accounting for 962 deaths 


and 30.529 injuries. 

The CDD official told 
the Jordan Times Tuesday 
that international studies 
indicate that 85 per cent 
of ail accidents occur due 
to negligence, careless- 
ness and ignorance of 
safety measures "which 
rings true in Jordan as 
well, according to our 
studies." 

"Despite continuous 
awareness media cam- 
paigns. we still notice that 
people fail to follow our 
advice concerning safety 
procedures," Lt. Col. 
Rahahleh said. 

He cited injuries in fac- 
tories and other working 
sites as prime examples. 

“Although safety equip- 
ment and clothes are 
available in factories, 
employees do not make 
use of these safety facili- 
ties and prefer to work 
without them.” he said. 

Emergencies involving 
first aid were the greatest 


burden to w hich the CDD 
responded in 14%. Lt. 
Col. Rahahleh suited, 
with a resultant 768 
deaths and 32.(48 
injuries. 

The CDD units attrib- 
uted the greatest number 
of calls to illness or dis- 
ease. with I9.25S calls 
resulting in 539 deaths. 

Traffic accidents x\ere 
also a high cause of mor- 
tality with 212 deaths and 
3.409 casualties. 

■ I n terms- of rescue- oper- 
ations. the main cause of 
calls were attributed to 
drowning with 73 inci- 
dents. resulting in 55 
deaths and 26' injuries, 
followed by accidents 
attributed to the weather, 
resulting in nine deaths 
and 27 injuries. 

Most of the drowning 
incidents occurcd in dams 
to individuals who did not 
know how to swim. 

"All dams are protected 
by barbed wire and there 


are also warning signs 
nearby.” Lt. Col. 
Rahahleh affnmed. 

"However, people who do 
not know how to -.wim 
still climb over the wires 
and swim in these dams." 

He added that a lack of 
public swimming pools 
and picnic facilities pro- 
pel people to swim in 
dangerous areas. 

Fires caused 2b deaths 
and 2ti3 injuries, the CDD 
oFfieial'sanr 

He maintained that fires 
often ignite through mis- 
use of domestic gas and 
electric heaters: children 
playing with healing and 
electric devices: individu- 
als leaving picnic areas 
without adequately extin- 
guishing their fires: those 
who do not follow 
instructions nor maintain 
electric connections in 
good shape: and arson. 
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Donate clothes, toys, books, non-perishable food, or anything useful to our 
campaign for the underprivileged children of Jordan 

You can deposit your contribution to A special Jordan River For Development Projects’ bank 
account number 48/50493/20 - At Hie Arab Jordan Investment Bank 


Donations can be dropped at each of the 
following locations:- 

Jordan River Designs* showroom (See map) 

Aram ex (Mecca St./Infront of Dahiat AI Hussein) 

Aramex (Irbid) 

McDonald’s (Mecca St.) 

AI Ahlia Abela 

Iman Early Learning Center (Abdoun) 

Safeway 

Fakherdin Restaurant For further information call 613081 or Fax 613083 
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China warns U.S. not to 


interfere in Taiwan issue 


BEIJING (R) — China 
Tuesday warned the United 
States not to interfere in 
Beijing's dealings with its 
island rival Taiwan, saying 
Washington should desist 
from large-scale high-technol- 
ogy weapons sales to Taipei. 

Officiate in Taiwan declined 
to comment on reports they 
were set to stiffen the island’s 
already formidable defences 
by buying U.S. missiles and 
advanced helicopter gunships. 
but said they welcomed con- 
tinued arms sales from the 
United States. 

Exports of sophisticated 
U.S. weaponry' were bolster- 
ing pro- independence senti- 
ment in Taiwan and should be 
stopped, said Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Shen 
Guofang. 

"I hope that the United 
States will take the stance of 
not interfering in China's 
internal affairs on the Taiwan 


issue, and even more that it 
will not make large sales of 
advanced weapons." Me Shen 
told a news briefing in Beijing. 

Responding to recent 
remarks by visiting U.S. 
House of Representatives 
speaker Newt Gingrich that 
Washington would defend 
Taiwan from mainland attack, 
Mr. Shen said the island was a 
purely domestic matter. 

"The issue of Taiwan 
between China and the United 
States is just one issue, that of 
non-interference in China's 
internal affairs." Mr. Shen 
said. 

Beijing has considered 
Taiwan a rebel province since 
defeated nationalist forces fled 
there in 1949 and has vowed 
to invade the island if it ever 
declares formal independence. 

White House officials have 
sought to play down remarks 
by Mr. Gingrich, who was 
quoted during a three-day visit 


that ended Sunday as telling 
Chinese officials here that the 
United States would defend 
Taiwan against such an attack. 

Washington has said it 
would be gravely concerned 
by any attack agains t newly- 
democratic Taipei and has not 
shirked from displays of mili- 
tary muscle on the island's 
behalf. When China carried 
out war games and missile 
tests off Taiwan in the run-up 
to die island's first presidential 
elections in March last year, 
Washington sent two aircraft 
carrier battlegroups to monitor 
the situation. 

Differences over Taiwan 
have long been a major irritant 
to the sensitive Sino-U.S. rela- 
tionship, already battered by 
disputes over human rights, 
copyright piracy and trade. 

Local newspapers have 
reported that the United States 
has agreed to sell 54 AGM- 
84A Harpoon missiles and 21 


Super Cobra attack helicopters 
to Taiwaa a deal that would 
almost certainly further infuri- 
ate Beijing. 

Officials of the island’s mili- 
tary, which Tuesday fired two 
U.S. Hawk missiles offshore 
in a test seen as bolstering anti- 
China defences, declined to 
confirm the reports. 

But Taiwan military 
spokesman Kung Fan-Ting 
said the island welcomed fur- 
ther arms sales from the U.S. 

‘‘Normally, we would not 
comment on any ongoing 
arms deal, but for any deal 
which can help increase our 
defence needs or maintain 
peace and stability in a region, 
we are pleased to have it 
struck," Mr. Kung said. 

Arms shipments by 
Washington to Taiwan were 
supporting dreams of indepen- 
dence on the island and should 
not be repeated, said Chinese 
spokesman Shen. 








A third-generation version of a U.S. Hawk missile is launched during a test firing from Tanshui Taiwan j 
western coast Tuesday. It was the second test by Taiwan's military of the short-range ground-to-air miss" 
at increasing Taiwan’s defense capability in the face of military threats from rival China (Reuters photo) . 
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Russia, Belarus wrangle over ‘costly’ union deal 


MOSCOW (R) — Last- 
minute haggling between 
Russian and Belarussian 
officials over details of a 
document on a union 
between their two states 
continued on Tuesday amid 
signs that the Russian lead- 
ership could be beginning to 
get cold feet. 

Government spokesman 
Igor Shabdurasulov told a 
news conference the 
planned union between 
Russia and its western 
neighbour could be costly 
for Moscow and that the text 
of the document had not yet 
been finalised. 

"It (the agreement) means 
taking away some financial 
resources. To a certain 
extent it will make the fiiian- 


cial situation in Russia more 
complicated," he said. 

Russia would have to 
assess all political and eco- 
nomic aspects of the deal 
before making a final deci- 
sion. he said. 

President Boris Yeltsin had 
been due to sign the paper 
with bis Belarussian coun- 
terpart Alexander 

Lukashenko on Wednesday. 
On Tuesday he dispatched 
security adviser Ivan Rybkin 
to Minsk with a personal 
message for Lukashenko. 

The original draft, 
obtained by Reuters earlier 
this week, had been contra- 
dictory. insisting that the 
former Soviet republics 
would remain separate sov- 
ereign states but that union 


decisions bad to be obeyed. 

It called for socially ori- 
ented market reforms — a 
dream to conservative hard- 
liners in Belarus but a night- 
mare for the young team try- 
ing to build a competitive 
market economy in Russia. 

Kremlin sources said 
Russia's First Deputy Prime 
Minister Anatoly Chubais, 
appointed earlier this month 
to coordinate the economic 
reform programme, wanted 
to scrap the initial 17-page 
draft and replace it with a 
two-page declaration of 
intent 

But he faces tough opposi- 
tion from more conservative 
ministers, some of whom 
see union with Belarus as a 
way to strengthen Russia 


and boost its international 
standing. 

"If everything goes all 
right, the treaty will be 
signed. It is of major signifi- 
cance," Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov told 
reporters in the Russian par- 
liament on Tuesday. 

"We are not talking about 
an immediate union of the 
two states, we are talkin g 
about speeding up the 
process of integration. The 
whole world is following 
this path, why should we 
and Belarus go in different 
directions." 

Liberals in Russia and in 
Belarus’ nationalist opposi- 
tion say die deal would hurt 
both countries' national 
interests and Western econo- 


mists say it could be bard to 
integrate two totally differ- 
ent economic systems or to 
swap virtually worthless 
Belarus roubles for much 
more valuable Russian ones. 

Russia has privatised 
much of its industry and is 
allowing managers to make 
their own decisions. The 
Belarussian economy is still 
strictly regimented, centrally 
controlled and largely state 
owned. 

**0001 Belarus goes 

through some privatisation, 
the economies are totally 
incompatible and will not be 
made compatible through 
political fiat." said Keith 
Darden, who is researching 
integration in the 
Commonwealth-'^-;^ of 


Massive Pakistani parliamenf gives Sharif all-powerful domestic role 


population 
displacement 
reported in 
Afghanistan 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
More than 250,000 people 
hava been uprooted from 
frontline areas in 
Afghanistan in the past five 
months, the United Nations 
refugee care agency said 
Tuesday. 

To date 140,000 have 
moved into Kabul from 
areas north of the capital, 
the local office of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) here 
said in a statement. 

Another 50,000 were scat- 
tered in at least 1 2 locations 
in northern Afghanistan, 
mostly from the frontline 
provinces north of Kabul. 

In addition 34.000 fled to 
the western city of Herat, 
controlled by the TaJeban 
Islamic militia, from the 
"battles taking place in 
Badghis province" in north- 
western Afghanistan, the 
agency said. 

Fighting in Badghis. 
where the TaJeban mainly 
face the forces of northern 
warlord Abdul Rashid 
Dostum, has “recently 
intensified." the statement 
added. Since October a fur- 
ther 50.000 Afghans have 
entered neighbouring 
Pakistan as refugees, 
although that movement has 
now dried up. the UNHCR 
said. 

On average 800 people a 
day have been entering 
Kabul from the Shomali 
Valley, captured by the 
TaJeban in January, through 
a UNHCR checkpoint to the 
north in the past three 
weeks, the agency said. 

"The Shomali Valley is 
steadily bleeding its remain- 
ing inhabitants, which is a 
cause for considerable con- 
cern on a number of fronts,” 
it said. 

The displacement has 
badly affected the valley, a 
fertile plain 60 kilometres 
wide and 30 kilometres 
wide, as an important source 
of food to Kabul. 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan's newly-elected 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
gained a towering role in 
national affairs as parliament 
Tuesday sharply slashed presi- 
dential powers through a 
unanimous historic vote. 

Parliament annuled a 12- 
year-old discretionary authori- 
ty which allowed the president 
to dissolve the elected govern- 
ment and the national assem- 
bly. 

The authority has been used 
four times in the past eight 
years by successive presi- 
dents. 

The legislation was passed 
by a bipartisan 79-0 vote in the 
86-member senate and later 
carried 190-0 in the national 
assembiv or lower house. 


It also makes it obligatory 
for the president to honour die 
prime minister’s advice in 
appointing superior judges, 
provincial governors and 
chiefs of the army, navy and 
air force. 

President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari, who used the 
revoked authority in 
November to fire Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto and 
dissolve the national assem- 
bly, had given prior consent to 
the legislation, Mr. Sharif said. 

Mr. Sharif, unveiling the 
decision in a televised address 
late Monday, said Mr. Leghari 
had “wholeheartedly" 
approved of the move which 
would “restore supremacy of 
the parti ament’’ and ensure 
political stability. 


Tha controversial clauses 
giving wide powers to the 
president were inserted into 
the constitution in 1985 under 
military ruler Mohammad 
Zia-UI-Haq, aboui three years 
before his death in a plane 
crash. 

But the parliamentary vote 
sparked speculation as to 
whether Mr. Sharif would 
retain, modify or disband a 
much-criticised Council for 
Defence and National 
Security (CDNS), set up by 
Ml Leghari before the Feb. 3 
elections. 

The CDNS. a consultative 
body chaired by Me Leghari 
and comprising civilian lead- 
ers and top military brass, was 
set up to “advise and aid" the 
government on major strategic 


and economic issues. 

At the time Mr. Leghari and 
army Chief General Jehangir 
Karamat said the next govern- 
ment would be free to restruc- 
ture or dissolve the CDNS, 
following wide criticism 
labelling' it a mechanism to 
rein in future prime ministers. 

Mr. Sharif is yet to spell out 
his plans on the fate of the 
CDNS, but a leader from his 
Pakistan Muslim League. 
Mohmmad Ejaz-Ul-Haq. son 
of the late military ruler; pro- 
posed that the role of the 
council be made more effec- 


tive. 

A system of checks and bal- 
ances should continue. Ml 
E jaz-Ul-Haq told reporters, 
while welcoming the "restora- 
tion of the authority of parlia- 


ment.” 

By enhancing the role of the 
CDNS a balance could be 
maintained to “avoid any 
untoward situation." he said, 
referring to past political 
crises which have led to the 
ouster of elected governments. 

Mr. Ejaz-Ul-Haq said the 
CDNS could play a "produc- 
tive" role at times of any con- 
stitutional crises. 

Analysts said Ml Leghari, 
whose tenure runs until the 
end of 1998, and the powerful 
military, appeare to favour a 
free hand for Ml Sharif in his 
crusade to revive a shattered 
economy and his diplomatic 
offensive to improve ties with 
rival India. 


Spanish train disaster 
kills 19, injures 89 


Retreating Zaire soldiers 
disarmed in Lubumbashi 


PAMPLONA, Spain (R) — 
Spanish authorities said 
Tuesday 19 people were 
killed when a crowded pas- 
senger train was derailed 
near the city of Pamplona in 
northern Navarre province. 

Officials said earlier 21 
people had been killed in 
Spain's worst train disaster 
in nearly two decades. But 
they revised the figure after 
further examination of the 
mangled remains of the vic- 
tims. Navarre regional gov- 
ernment President Miguel 
Sanz ruled out sabotage in 
Monday night's derailment 
in the village of Huarre 
AraquiJ. A spokesman for 
Spanish railway company 
RJSNFE said an investiga- 
tion was under way. 

Eighty-nine people were 
injured in the disaster. 18 of 
them seriously. Passengers 
trapped inside the wreckage 
screamed for help. 

"Some bodies were com- 
pletely destroyed, so it is 
very difficult to identify 
them,” said Mr. Sanz. 

RENFE said the five vic- 
tims identified so far were 
Spaniards. 

The train, carrying 248 
passengers, was travelling 
from Barcelona to Inin on 
Spain's border with France 
when three of its four car- 
riages came off the track 


and overturned in Huarte 
AraquiJ. about 32 kilome- 
tres northwest of Pamplona. 

There were moments of 
sheer terror in the over- 
turned carriages as passen- 
gers. many returning home 
from a long holiday week- 
end, struggled to crawl out 
from beneath piles of glass, 
baggage and broken seals. 

“The people inside were 
screaming. It was horrify- 
ing," one woman passenger 
told reporters. 

Dozens of ambulances 
rushed to the scene from 
surrounding towns and sur- 
vivors were pulled free. 

A spokesman for the 
Navarre regional govern- 
ment confirmed there were 
21 dead and 89 injured. The 
injured were taken to half a 
dozen hospitals in Navarre 
province. 

Outside a Pamplona hos- 
pital, a mother wailed with 
grief and collapsed in the 
aims of relatives after being 
told her 23-year-old son had 
ffied in the derailment “My 
son my son” she cried. 

There were so many 
injured to attend to that 
emergency crews had to 
leave many of the bodies 
alongside the tracks draped 
in blankets. A makeshift 


morgue was set up m a 
nearby park. 


LUBUMBASHI, Zaire (R) 
— Government soldiers 
fleeing advancing rebels 
arrived in Zaire’s second 
city of Lubumbashi. but 
were disarmed by military 
police to prevent looting, 
expatriate sources said on 
Tuesday. 

Some 120 soldiers who 
abandoned the rail and mili- 
tary town of Kamina on 
Sunday seized a train to 
take them on the 24-hour 
journey to Lubumbashi, the 
hub of Zaire's copper indus- 
try in southern Shaba 
province. 

The city is the immediate 
target of rebels who took up 
arms last October to topple 
President Mobutu Sese 
Seko, in power since 1965. 
Rebels now hold a quarter 
of Zaire, which is the size of 
western Europe. 

The retreating soldiers 
entered Lubumbashi in the 
same disorderly fashion 
they have done in other 
cities before abandoning 
them to rebels advancing 
steadily from the east. 

“They didn't respect any 
of the normal traffic rules," 
said one irate expatriate, 
surprised at bow quickly the 
train of soldiers, and anoth- 
er carrying 18 fleeing offi- 
cers, had reached the 
province’s capital 600 kilo- 


metres away. 

There is little but bush and 
a few small trading or min- 
ing towns on the way. 

Military police, about the 
only remaining force in the 
area with full uniforms; 
were waiting for them at 
Lubumbashi ’s elegant colo- 
nial railway station when 
they arrived and cordially 
disarmed them without 
resistance, the sources said. 

The fall of Kamina. which 
effectively cuts 

Lubumbashi from the rest 
of government-held Zaire 
and traps soldiers on one 
side of tiie rebel lines, failed 
to cause much concern in 
the city whose main goal is 
to survive the civil war 
unscathed. 

"Our soldiers just ran 
away without a fight.” said 
waiter Kaizer Nzenga, with 
hoots of laughter. 

People in Shaba, which 
has fought several times to 
secede from Zaire, say rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila is a 
saviour whose arrival they 
long for. 

Their main fear is looting 
by retreating soldiers, who 
last ransacked the town in 
1991 in a pay dispute. 

“The boys who .only earn 
about a dollar or two a 
month, they want to loot. It 
has almost become a habit,” 


said Frances Mwepu, a stu- 
dent. 

There is little sign in 
Lubumbashi of any attempt 
to mount a credible defence 
of the town, whose streets 
are full of talk that the army 
is melting away as the 
rebels approach. 

“I’m meant to be defend- 
ing the airport but of course 
I’m not going to fight," said 
one soldier in town. 

Rebels or local sympathis- 
ers are only 220 kilometres 
away in the small town of 
Kasenga on the Zambian 
border. Expatriate sources 
said an army attempt to 
retake the town this week 
had failed. 

The biggest concern in 
Lubumbashi on Tuesday 
was that peace talks 
between the rebels and the 
Kinshasa authorities, due 
this weekend in South 
Africa, might delay the 
advance. 

“They really should come 
as soon as possible and not 
delay,” said Mr. Nzenga. 

Mr. Mobutu was away in 
Europe for cancer treatment 
for most of the time since 
the rebellion erupted. After 
months of tough talking, he 
yielded to battlefield pres- 
sure and agreed to negotia- 
tions with the rebels. 




NEWS IN BRIEF 


Independent States. 

Russian newspapers said 
Yeltsin had not yet made a 
final decision on the union 
treaty, which lists ways in 
which the two former Soviet 
republics will cooperate and 
coordinate policy, but insists 
they will remain separate 
states. 

The liberal newspaper 
Izvestia questioned the 
Kremlin’s rush to promote 
the treaty without proper 
public debate. 

“They are deciding the 
fate of Russia behind the 
backs of the people," it said 
in its lead article: “Was it 


10,000 Kenyans homeless after 


NAIROBI (R) — Fire swept through a Mombasa 
the weekend, destroying the homes of 10.000 people, Kaojah 
television reported on Monday evening. The report ‘ kbS- 
tored by the BBC, did not mention any deaths or mjanegli 
the Sunday night blaze in Kisimani slums of the Indian ;G£gnt 
port’s Kisauni Divirion. It said thousands of hornless' p^jpje 
were camping in churches and mosques and appeaMng toj* 
government for assistance. .?*■' 


Bangladesh PM offers talks with opposition! 


agreement or conspiracy 
prepared in the corridors of 
power?" 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
in a bid to defuse simmering political tension, has offered^ i 
hold talks with her main political foe and predecessor. Begum’ 
Khaleda Zia. Harina’s aides said on Tuesday. They said the 
prime minister made the offer while she was speaking to edi- 
tors of local newspapers and news agencies at her office on 
Monday night *T am ready to rit with the opposition leaderto 
discuss any issue of national importance," Ms -Hasina said. 
Ms. Hasina, who took office in June last year after her Awanfi 
League defeated Khaleda's Bangladesh Nationalist Pad; 
(BNP) in the general election, 1 said she was ready for a live 
debate on televirion until the opposition leader on all issues: 


Former N.Y. Blood Centre worker arrested 


NEW YORK (R) — A former assistant manager in the viral 
testing laboratory of the New York Blood Centre, the nation’s 
biggest independent supplier of blood, was arrested bn 
Monday for allegedly manipulating testing for viruses siichas 
HIV and hepatitis. Eliazar Maniago, 36, of Bergenfield, New 
Jersey, was charged in a criminal complaint filed by prosecu- 
tors in Manhattan Federal Court. The New York Blood Centre 
(NYBC) provides 80 per cent of the blood supply in the New 
York area. It also provides blood donor testing services for 
facilities located in New Jersey. Pennsylvania and Tennessee 
and imports and exports blood products to and from Europe. 
The complaint alleges that from 1993 to about November 
1966 Maniago manipulated the testing of blood for such 
viruses as HTV, which causes AIDS, and hepatitis. 


Policemen arrested after TV film shows killing 


BRASILIA (R) — A group of Brazilian military police offi- 
cers was arrested on Monday after Globo Television aked 
amateur video footage allegedly showing Sao Paulo police 
killing a civilian, extorting money and beating motorists with 
batons. The film, taken over several nights in the suburbs of i 
Greater Sao Paulo, allegedly shows military police setting up 
a roadblock ostensibly to check identity papers and car docu- 
ments in a hunt for drug traffickers. The leader of the opera- 
tion. identified by Globo through his nickname J Ranibo.” 
was shown hitting drivers and passengers of stopped cars with 
his baton and strolling around with a gun in his hand One 
man was beaten and taken behind a walL A few minute s later, 
a shot was heard. It was not clear if the man was killed i 


Toxic gas cloud kills three in El Salvador 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Atoxic gas cloud released by acci- 
dent at a detergent factory in western El Salvador killed at 
least three people and injured more on Monday, police said A 
truck ran into a chemical tank at the factory, releasing the 
cloud that killed the driver and two minors, police said **A 
large number of people have arrived. We are unable to look 
after them ail,” said an employee at the San Juan de Dios de 
Sonsonate Hospital about 65 kilometres from the capital./The 

Red Gross said it was sending reinforcements to help aid tte 
vic tims . 


Gas leak at Singapore refinery kills one 


SINGAPORE (R) — A gas leak killed one man and injured i 
six at the Mobil Carp Refinery in Singapore, foe company 
said Tuesday. The refinery has been shut down for scheduled ; 
maintenance since March 15. The work was due to last up to i 
srx weeks. 'Hie Singapore Civil Defence Force said U sus- 
pected Monday’s gas leak was hydrogen sulphide from a pipe 
a an aromatics plant at foe refinery in western Singapore. ! 
Mobil personnel and contractors were carrying out mainte- 
nance work at a unit in the aromatics complex when they were 
overcome by fumes “ a Mobil spokesman said. 


S. Lanka navy destroys Tiger boat killing 5 


{AFP) — At least five Tiger guenillas were 

M LaS m 6031 destr °y ed aTamil rebel boat off 

* norfo-e^tem coast Tuesday, officials said. The 

S25 1 Tlge ? of TamiI Be*™ 0-TTE) craft was 
^cradnCT foe coast of Kokkilai just after midnight they 

eX 5 °S ^er it was hit by a Dvora gun boat” 
^ ^ were five rebels aboard 
Tiger ^ week * ** navy sank a flotilla of 

« uEfa ESS E?? ^ ■ * 100 «5* 

cadres were ld£d! ^ ^ LTTE ’ however - oai * fi ^ 
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AUSTRALIAN TOWER: Steeplejacks on Monday celebrate the completion of elec- 
trical and construction work on Auckland's Sky Tower, part of the Harrah’s Sky 
City casino complex. The casino, hotel and conference centre, at a height of 328 
meters, is Australia's highest structure and will be opened in July (Reuters photo )i 

India’s Congress to accept 
anyone but Deve Gowda 


Italy defends navy, presses on with Albania force 


ROME fRl — Italy denied 
Tuesday that iis navy had 
rammed a boat crowded with 
Albanian refugees and said 
the sinking would not alter 
its plans to lead a multina- 
tional security force to the 
troubled Balkan country. 

Defence Minister 

Beniamino Andreatta. told 
parliament he had invited 
Albanian navy experts to 
join investigations into last 
Friday's disaster, in which 
Tirana says at least 83 people 
drowned, and promised a 
full and open inquiry. 

But he dismissed clams in 
some newspapers and from 
some sources in Albania that 
the collision in the Adriatic 
happened because the 
corvette Sibill a bore down 
on the refugee boat, which 
had set out for Italy from the 
rebel-held port of Vlore. 

“It is absolutely shameful 


even to think that the Italian 
vessel had the deliberate 
intention of ramming the 
Albanian boat," Mr. 
Andreatra told a joint session 
of the Defence and Foreign 
Affairs Commissions of the 
Senate (Upper House). 

He said the boat had been 
badly overcrowded and had 
Swung abruptly into the path 
of the Sibilla when the 
corvette moved alongside to 
order it to return to Albania. 

The sinking entailed the 
first known loss of life since 
Italy began controversial 
naval interdiction patrols late 
last month after some 13.000 
Albanians fled to Italian 
shores in an uncontrolled 
exodus from their country's 
armed upheaval. 

It has cast a cloud over 
preparations by Italy to lead 
a security force to protect a 
European humanitarian 


relief mission to Albania, 
rocked by an uprising that 
has put rebels and lawless 
gunmen in control of towns 
throughout the south. 

Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi reaffirmed Tuesday 
that the sinking would not 
stop Italy from proceeding 
with the force despite threats 
to the safety of Italian sol- 
diers expressed in Vlore and 
rumblings of political oppo- 
sition at home. 

"The Albanian people 
know that Italy is an indis- 
pensable partner in rebuild- 
ing their own country." he 
toTd La Stampa newspaper. 
“I know that the Albanians 
expect concrete help from us 
and we will give it to them." 
he said. 

Mr. Andreatta said he 
would meet Albanian 
Defence Minister Shaqir 
Vukaj in Rome later Tuesday 


to discuss the sinking. 

The talks w ill also focus oil 
plans for the security force 
deployment ahead of a meet- 
ing in the Italian capital 
Wednesday of senior 
defence officials from coun- 
tries that have said they are 
ready to contribute men. 

Mr. Andreatta said the 
force, expected io secure the 
ports of Dunes and Vlore as 
well as Tirana airport for for- 
eign aid deliveries, would 
consist of 4.00(1 to 6.000 
men. 

He said France, Spain. 
Portugal. Greece. Turkey. 
Austria. Rom;mij. Hungary. 
Slovenia. Denmark and 
Sweden had all expressed a 
willingness to contribute. 

The force, the bulk of it 
Italian. received L'nitcJ 
Nations Security Council 
appro \ a I last Friday and w as 
given the go ahead bv the 


Albanian parliament Sunday. 

'Lack of prudence by pub- 
lic opinion and the press 
i about the sinking i has cer- 
lainly aggravated the risks 
for "the mission. That has 
meant committing more men 
and taking additional pre- 
cautions." Mr. Andreatta 
said. 

The Italian Navy rescued 
34 people in Friday's ship- 
wreck and recovered lour 
bodies. Albanian authorities 
said after talking to surviv ors 
that at least 7y more people 
were missing, most of them 
crammed below decks when 
the boat capsized and sank. 

Mr. Andreatta said the 
aged coastal patrol cr.it i had 
been stolen from the port of 
Sarandc by "criminals" on 
March 2c* and suggested it 
w;ls crewed by unqualified 
teamen miming an illegal 
einieralion racket. 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
Congress Party said , 011 '. 
Tuesday it was prepared to. 
accept another candidate 
from the ruling United Front 
Alliance to replace Prime 
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda. 

"I am not against any 
member of the steering com- 
mittee (of the United Front). 
My only complainr is 
against Deve Gowda,” 
Congress President Sitaram 
Kesri said in a television 
interview two days after 
declaring himself a candi- 
date for the top job. 


The Hong Kong-based 
Star TV’s mainly Indian 
news programme quoted 
Kesri as hinting he would 
accept G.K. Moopanar, head 
of the Tamil Maanila 
Congress, a key constituent 
of die United Front, as the 
next prime minister. 

Kesri, in a bombshell 
announcement Sunday, told 
a news conference that the 
Congress had withdrawn its 
make-or-break support for 
Deve Gowda because of his 
alleged failure to fight com- 
munalism. 


The allusion was to recent 
electoral successes of the 
rightwing' Hindu “Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJPj at the 
expense of the Congress. “I 
am not talking about posts. It 
is a fight of ideologies.” 
Kesri said. 

President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma on Monday asked 
Deve Gowda to seek a vote 
of confidence in parliament 
by April II. raising the 
prospects of an almost cer- 
tain defeat for his 10-month 
old government unless the 
Congress changes its mind. 


Britain to trade Northern Ireland 
for Hong Kong — just kidding 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Before reading 
any further, remember. Tuesday was April 
fool’s day. 

Ready? Okay then, here it is: 

In a stunning reversal of policy, China 
has been secretly negotiating with Great 
Britain to allow Hong Kong to remain a 
British colony in exchange for ceding to 
Beijing Northern Ireland and Gibraltar, a 
report said Tuesday. 

The source — the Asian Wall Street 
Gerbil. 

The story was part of a carefully crafted 
parody of the respected Wall Street 
Journal’s Asian edition. 

Replete with the journal’s trademark 
dot-drawings (all miscaptioned) and done 
in its conservative layout style, the eight- 
page parody, seen in Tokyo and Hong 
Kong, featured such other “scoops” as: 

— Plans by Disney to build a theme 
park in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square. 

— the 2002 winter Olympics going not 
to Salt Lake City but to Burma because of 
a typo (the Salt Lake Organizing 
Committee is SLOC. Burma’s ruling junta 
is SLORC). 

“noted American jmpnsimo^Newt 
Gingrich’s visit to Indonesia. 

And several articles not Fit for further 
mention. _ ^ 

In one report, it said China claimed soC 
ereignrv over territorial waters extending- 
all the way across the Pacific into San 
Francisco Bay, on evidence dating from 
the “Spam” dynasty. 

Readers were also given the inside story 
to flights on Singapore Airlines, one qf the 
world's most profitable carriers. ■' . 

Passengers who made advances on 
stewardesses or who were found chewing 
gum were strapped to duty-free carts and 


caned, while those found with drugs were 
hanged along the aisle as a spoof on the 
island-state's tough laws. 

The prank, which caused mirth in many 
Hong Kong newsrooms, kept phones ring- 
ing all day at the Asian Wall Street 
Journal, the serious-minded, small-print 
broadsheet newspaper that the spoof was 
cloned to resemble. 

“No. I have no idea where it came from. 
But it certainly didn't have anything to do 
with us,” the real journal’s editor Urban 
Lehner said. 

’There were some funny bits in it.” he 
said. “But there were also some parts that 
I thought didn't really work. It was a 
mixed bag.” 

In Colombo it was a different story. Sri 
Lanka’s state radio announced Tuesday 
the country's highest denominated curren- 
cy notes were being withdrawn immedi- 
ately but the Central Bank said it was not 
amused by the April fool joke. 

The Sri Lanka Broadcasting 
Corporation (SLBC) said the decision was 
taken following the discovery of forged 
1,000 rupee notes in several places, 
including Colombo’s Wetlawane area 
where minority Tamils are concentrated. 

The radio ‘'aske'd people ’to exchange 
their 1,000 rupee notes for new- ones from 
state-owned banks and witnesses said 
panic stricken businessmen were seen 
-rushing to change their cash but only took 
credit for falling prey to the joke. 

“The Central Bank informs that the 
announcement over the SLBC is totally 
false and assures the general public that 
currency notes of 1.000 rupees now in cir- 
culation will continue to remain legal ten- 
der,’’ the Central Bank said. 


Momentum slows in 
search for solution to 
Peru hostage crisis 


■i*M 


LIMA (R) — Pre-Easter opti- 
mism had all but vanished 
Monday as Marxist rebels 
accused Peru's government of 
dragging its feet in talks 
toward a negotiated solution 
in the KH-day hostage crisis. 

“The slowness is due to the 
government's intransigence." 
charged “Comrade 

Alejandro”, a Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 

(MRTA) military leader in 
Peru's eastern jungle. 

“The prisoners' issue is still 
not resolved,” he added in a 
communication with Reuters. 
“We will stay (in the resi- 
dence) as long as is necessary 
to achieve the freedom of our 
prisoners.” 

^ The MKTA's demand for the 
• release of jailed comrades has 
been the main sticking point 
since 20-odd rebels led by 
Nestor Ceipa blasted their 
way into the Japanese ambas- 
sador’s residence during a 
cocktail party on Dec. 17. 

Diplomatic and media cir- 
cles were convinced last week 
the government and MRTA 
were dose to an agreement 
involving asylum in Cuba for 
the hostage-takers, a possible 
ransom deal and the release of 
some lower-level prisoners. 

But that optimism was 
dashed over the weekend as 
the MRTA made a string of 
lough public statements via 
the Internet, a banner draped 
outside the residence and a 
walkie-talkie conversation 
between Cerpa and journal- 
ists. 

w A member of a three-man 
5* mediation team known as the 
guarantors' commission. 
Archbishop Juan Luis 
Cipriani, also sounded a dis- 


couraging note as be said he 
had no news to report after a 
day of contacts with the gov- 
ernment. 

“No problem is eternal and 
this one will be settled ... Bit 
by bit, we're getting closer. 
But I have nothing new to 
add," he told reporters 
Monday night after meeting 
another guarantor, Canadian 
.Ambassador Anthony 

Vincent. Arch. Cipriani 
snapped at reporters to “go to 
bed and don't bother us.” 

Mr. Fujimori said over the 
weekend he was still hopeful 
of a solution, but w'as not pre- 
pared to shift his position on 
the prisoners issue. 

“There was a lot of specula- 
tion during holy week that 
there would be a peaceful 
solution, but we were con- 
scious that we were not in the 
final stage, that the conditions 
were not right," Me Fujimori 
said in a television interview. 

“Naturally we are hopeful 
that it will be the soonest pos- 
sible. but we do not foresee a 
date.” 

Although attention has been 
focused on possibilities for a 
peaceful solution, crack 
troops have been training in 
case of an assault and. accord- 
ing to intelligence reports, the 
MRTA has slipped an extra 70 
fighters into Lima as a poten- 
tial backup for those inside the 
residence. 

Mr. Fujimori met Monday 
at the presidential palace with 
his chief negotiator in the cri- 
sis. Domingo Palermo, and 
the three-man guarantors’ 
commission overseeing nego- 
tiations to end Latin 
America's longest hostage- 
siege. 


Tight security kept on Rangoon after unrest 


RANGOON (AFP) — 
Security remained high 
around mosques and some 
Buddhist monasteries here 
Tuesday, although the situa- 
tion was calm after religious 
unresL residents said. 

Muslims were on guard 
inside mosques in down- 
tow’n Rangoon and govern- 
ment security forces 
remained posted outside 
mosques and monasteries, 
but no further attacks were 
reported Monday. 

A dusk-to-dawn curfew 
continued in the northern 
city of Mandalay, where the 
atiacks on mosques and 


Muslim property began 
more than two weeks ago in 
apparent retribution for an 
alleged sexual assault on a 
Buddhist girl. 

There was a report of fresh 
unrest in Sittwe in the 
Arakan state bordering 
Bangladesh, but this could 
not be confirmed. With a 
high Muslim population, the 
state has historically been a 
hotbed of religious tension. 

Sittwe, Mandalay and 
Rangoon are three of the 
five cities reportedly pul 
under a first degree security 
alert by authorities ro pre- 
vent troubles spreading. 


Residents in Rangoon said 
Buddhist monks who 
believed they have been 
made scapegoats for the 
troubles remained restless. 
There were suspicions that 
people outside the monk- 
hood have been donning 
robes and provoking the 
unrest. 

Security is softest around 
monasteries in close prox- 
imity to mosques. Some 
monasteries are preventing 
young monks from leaving 
at night, they said. 

The Burmese government 
has cancelled its monthly 
press briefing for foreign 


journalists “due to unforseen 
circumstances’’ — widely 
beliaved to be concern over 
the anti-Muslim tensions. 

The junta has blamed the 
unrest on unnamed political 
agitators seeking to destabi- 
lise the country and sabo- 
tage its likely entry into the 
Association of the Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
later this year. 

ASEAN consists of three 
predominantly Islamic 
countries — Brunei. 
Indonesia and Malaysia — 
as well as the Philippines, 
Singapore. Thailand and 
Vietnam. 


France sees no tragedy if U.N. moves out of U.S. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
A French diplomat said 
Monday it would not be a 
tragedy if the United Nations 
moved to another country, 
and castigated New York 
Cjty’s mass transit system as a 
disaster. 

The legal adviser of 
France’s UN. Mission, 
Hubert Legal, was addressing 
a U.N. committee the day 
before the start of a new city 
programme under which 
diplomats would no longer be 
exempt from paying parking 
fines. 

At the same rime, each 
diplomatic mission would be 
guaranteed two parking 
spaces and one space outside 
the home of each ambassador, 
while a special police “hot 
line” would be set up so that 
any unauthorised vehicles 
using those spots could be 
towed away. 

But some elements of the 
plan have been challenged by 
the UN. legal counsel, 
Under-Secretary-General 
Hans Corel) of Sweden, as 
being contrary ro intemation- 


‘Washington wants cuts in 
specialised U.N. agencies’ 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright told UN. Secretary General Kofi Annan 
Monday that Washington would request budget cuts in spe- 
cialised UN. agencies, according ro diplomats. No informa- 
tion was available as to the size of the budget cuts or which 
UN. agendas were taigmLAnnan said the cuts could put the 
United' States on “a collision course” with other UN. mem- 
bers, particularly Third World countries, according to Annan 
spokesman Fred Eckhaid. UN. reform dominated Albright’s 
meeting with Annan, Eckhard said. Washington owes the 
United Nations $1.6 billion , Eckhard said. But Congress and 
the White House say the figure is below $1 billion. 


al law. . 

These include a provision 
under which diplomatic vehi- 
cles whose parking fines 
remain unpaid for a year 
would be deprived of their 
diplomatic license plates. 

Legal, the French represen- 
tative on die 15-member 
committee on relations with 
the host country, said: “Were 
the United States to feel that it 
is impossible under current 


conditions to play host to 
diplomatic functions under 
appropriate conditions, well 
then I would put it this way — 
it would not be a tragedy, 
there are other possibilities. 

“New York is not the only 
place to put the United 
Nations. There is Geneva, 
there is Vienna and other 
places. Nothing would stand 
in the way of tius organisation 
transferring a more important 


portion of what it does to 
either Geneva or Vienna, for 
instance,” he said. 

Legal noted that nothing in 
the U.N. Charter required the 
General .Assembly or the 
Security Council io meet in 
NewYork. 

He said Geneva and Vienna 
had “a great deal of tradition, 
culture and civilisation to 
offer, where the exercise of 
diplomatic functions is 
respected and where the kinds 
of problems you run into here 
simply isn't encountered," 

In those cities, when diplo- 
matic missions celebrated 
their national days the local 
police were on hand to ensure 
everything went smoothly. 
But in New York, it was 
“quite the opposite." with 
police showing up “to issue 
tickets, systematically so. as 
soon as vehicles show up." 

Dismissing any suggestion 
that diplomats might rely on 
New York's public transport 
system. Legal said it was 
“disastrously poor in quality, 
the New York subway being a 
blot on the ... city,” 


Manila says might 
shelter N. Korean 
defector for month 


MANILA iR> — The 
Philippine' -aid Tuesday it 
was considering allowing top 
North Korean defector 
Hwang Jong-Yop to May in 
the country for a month. 

Foreign Secretary Domingo 
Siazon said the government 
was holding . talks with 
Chinese and South Korean 
officials on the length of 
Hwang's stay in the 
Philippine.** and that Manila 
might not announce Hwang's 
departure until after the facL 

Pyongyang's former top 
ideologue has been in a secret 
hideway in the Philippines 
since China spirited him into 
this country on March IS. 
nearly five weeks after 
Hwang defected to the South 
Korean consulate in Beijing. 

Seoul and Beijing had 
□greed that the Philippines 
should serve as a third country 
transit point before Hwang. 
73. is flown to South Korea, 
where he is expected to seek 
political asylum. 

The Philippine detour is 
widely seen as intended to 
spare North Korea the indig- 
nity of having Hwang head 
straight for its bitter rival. 
South Korea. 

“I think the Republic of 
Korea has given a commit- 
ment to China that they would 
agree to 30 days." Siazon told 
reporters before unending a 
cabinet meeting chaired by 
President Fidel Ramos. 

Asked if this was acceptable 
to Manila. Siazon said: “That 
is still being considered ... We 
are in the process of consider- 
ing 30 days. yes.” 

Ramos declared shortly 
after the North Korean arrived 


that he would tv allowed to 
remain for ”.ln long as neces- 
sary and as short as possible." 

The government has main- 
tained an official news black- 
out on Hwang’s location. 
Fe:irs have been raised that 
Hwang, ilk.* most senior North 
Korean 10 delect, might he a 
target for Pyongyang hitmen. 

“I don't deal with details." 
Siazon said, when pressed on 
Hwang's whereabouts. 
“Fortunately, so 1 can look 
straight into vour eyes and say 
I don't know where he is." 

Since Hwang's arrival, 
immigration officials have 
been on alert at airports and 
seaports around the country 
against the possible entry- of 
any suspected North Korean 
assassins who might try to 
harm Seoul's prize diplomatic 
catch. ■ 

Asked if Hwang's contin- 
ued stay might prove . an 
embarrassmenr to Manila 
because of the danger that he 
might be assassinated. Siazon 
.said. “Did anyone tell you that 
he would be killed here?" 

He indicated that Hwang 
remained safe in his hide- 
away. 

"If there were something 
strange, they will report that to 
me. ll" everything is normal. I 
am not informed?' he said. 

Hwang has been variously 
reported to be under military’ 
protective custody in the 
mountain city of Baguio, at 
the former U.S. Clark Airbase, 
now an industrial complex, at 
the Subic Bay frreport and in 
Manila. But searches by 
dozens of Filipino. Japanese 
and South Korean journals 
failed to vield anv sign of him. 


Spring blizzard batters 
northeast U.S., kills one 


BOSTON (Ri — A spring 
storm lashed the U.S. East 
Coast Monday, pummeling 
residents from Maine to 
Mary land with snow. rain, 
hail, and howling wind and 
leaving one dead and thou- 
sands without power. 

More than IS inches (45 
cm) of wet snow fell in New 
York Stale, where the death 
of a 36-\ ear-old man in a 
Catskill mountain region traf- 
fic accident was blamed on 
the storm. 

Further south in Sussex 
County. New Jersey, more 
than a foot (34 cm) of snow 
blanketed the region and a 
painful mix of sleet, rain and 
snow pummeled New York 
City and Long Island as the 
storni slowly lumbered east 
toward the Atlantic. 

Philadelphia reported S 
inches (20 cm v of snow and it 
continued to snow into the 
night in Wilmington. 
Delaware, and Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Power outrages plagued 
New England as the National 
Weather Service recorded 
winds of 65 mph 1 105 km) 
off the coast of 
Massachusetts. 

Northeast utilities reported 

14.000 customers without 
power in Connecticut and 
another 4.000 without power 
in western Mussachserts. 
Boston Edison said some 

2.000 of its customers with- 
out power. 


Public service of New 
Hampshire also reported 
some 1.000 customers with- 
out power. Spokesmen for all 
three utilities said they 
expected the number of out- 
rages to grow as the storm 
continued to pummel the 
region with heavy, wet snow 
bringing down powcrlines. 

Many schools in the region, 
which had closed early 
Monday, said they would 
cancel classes Tuesday as 
well as the storm showed no 
signs of abating. 

Massachusetts. New 
Hampshire and New York 
State police reported dozens 
of traffic accidents due to the 
severe w eather. 

"Cars ;ire all over the place 
and there are lots of acci- 
dents." trooper Andrew 
Lindeman said, “The inter- 
states are a mess and 1 am 
sure the back roads are too." 

Bradley international 
Airport in Hartford. 
Connecticut Closed and 
Boston's Logan International 
.Airport reported flight delays 
of up to an hour. Many air- 
lines cancelled flights alto- 
gether, said a spokeswoman 
for Massport. which operates 
Logan. 

Marine storm warnings 
were also in effect from Long 
Island ro the Gulf of Maine as 
the weather service expected 
wind gusts to reach near hur- 
ricane force at limes off- 
shore. 
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King’s message of peace 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's talks with 
American leaders this time around assume an 
added significance in view of the deteriorating sit- 
uation in the Palestinian territories, the coming to 
power of the new Clinton administration and the 
seemingly stable but otherwise volatile state of 
affairs of the wider Middle East region. 

On the Palestinian-Israeli track, the nucleus of 
the whole Arab-Israeli peace, the prospects for an 
escape from the present logjam seem to become 
more remote by the day. Violence is escalating. 
The Israelis and the Palestinians are both 
entrenched in their positions and there are no 
signs that U.S. brokering is taking them any- 
where. 

Elsewhere in the region, prospects for the 
resumption of negotiations on the Israeli-Syrian- 
Lebanese track seem to be nonexistent The plight 
of the Iraqi people continues. The regions of the 
Middle East and North Africa, from Afghanistan 
in the east to Algeria in the west, are in turmoil. 

In Washington, the new Clinton administration, 
which inherited the doctrine of the compatibility 
of oil, security and peace — especially for Israel 
— is in the process of reviewing that policy guide- 
line. Whether they'll do that any sooner though 
remains to be seen. 

For these reasons, President Clinton reaffirms 
on each occasion he receives the King that be 
draws on the Monarch’s good advice, being a vet- 
eran Middle Eastern leader who is fully involved 
in and committed to the search for a comprehen- 
sive and lasting peace. The King will of course not 
spare his good counsel. The King will certainly tell 
the president that for peace to hold it most be 
equitable and just and address the grievances 
and aspirations of the Palestinian people. 
Jerusalem should not be a point of contention and 
division but a uniting factor, the King will tell the 
president as he told his audience on Tuesday in 
New York. Jerusalem cannot be the capital of 
Israel alone: it is the capital of the three monothe- 
istic religions, Christianity, Judaism and Islam, 
and Arabs and Israelis. 

The King will also tell the president and his 
aides that for the region to stabilise and to head 
towards peace the aspirations and fears of all peo- 
ples and governments, including Iraq and Iran, 
must be addressed. New formulas need to be 
worked out to bring peoples together and to paci- 
fy those who harbour aggression. In this vein Iraq 
cannot continue to be the pariah of the region. It 
should be rehabilitated and again returned to the 
region's community of states. 

Last but not least the lung wants to brief the 
president and his aides on the needs of a Jordan 
that is no longer at war with any of its neigh- 
bours: a Jordan that strives to be a moderating 
factor, and a modernised country. And the King, 
and the Jordanian people at large expect the pres- 
ident to listen, understand and sympathise with 
the King's vision for a Middle East at peace with 
itself and at peace with the world. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AS A direct result of the Arab League Council's reso- 
lutions. countries like Oman and Qatar are expected to 
stop contacts with Israel over projects like desalination 
of sea water and gas exports, because the Arabs have 
decided to freeze "their normalisation with the Jewish 
state, said Mahmoud Rimawi, a writer for Al Ra'i daily. 
Countries like Jordan and Egypt, which have already 
signed peace treaties with Israel, are also expected to 
take measures to curtail contacts with Israel and restrict 
iru\cl between the two sides, said the writer. Indeed, he 
said. the Arab League's decisions constitute a follow-up 
to the June 1996 Arab summit meeting in Cairo which 
decided that no normalisation with Israel can be 
achieved as long as Israel is maintaining its illegal prac- 
tices and disregarding the requirements of peace. Israel 
should realise that the tension in relations with Egypt 
and Jordan, us witnessed in the past few weeks, on the 
one hand, and the Gulf states' determination to freeze 
the normalisation process, on the other, are clear signs 
of the Arab Nation's total rejection of Israel's policies 
and that only when Israel abides by the requirements of 
just peace can the peace process move ahead. 


A WRITER for Al Dustour bitterly criticised that strin- 
gent orders issued by the Taleban movement which now 
rules Kabul requiring all Muslim males to grow their 
beards and to punish those who try to trim them. Oraib 
Rintawi also criticised the order to close all girls’ 
schools and deprive W’omen of education, among other 
measures which, the writer said, tend to take the coun- 
try back to the dark ages and away from the true 
Muslim faith. By issuing such orders and applying such 
measures, the new rulers in Kabul are providing the 
enemies of Islam with material for anti-Islam propa- 
ganda while Afghanistan rapidly sinks in darkness. The 
writer said that with such backward rulers, the enemies 
of Islam will need not look far for excuses to fight the 
Islamic faith. 


The Washington Watch 


Arab Americans’ meeting with 


Secretary Albright — ‘an important first step’ 


ARAB AMERICANS pre- 
sented a unified front to 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright in a 
March 27, meeting. The 
meeting, which took place 
at the invitation of the 
Department of State, pro- 
vided an opportunity for 
the secretary and the com- 
munity to engage in a first- 
time dialogue. 

The ten Arab American 
leaders in attendance had 
coordinated their presenta- 
tion and positions prior to 
the meeting. In fact, in 
order to ensure that there 
was broad community sup- 
port for our effort, we 
engaged Arab American 
leaders across the U.S. in 
meetings, conference calls 
and persona! discussions in 
order to develop a position 
paper reflecting Arab 
American concerns with 
the peace process. 

The position paper that 
grew out of these discus^ 
sions presented an evalua- 
tion of the difficulties being 
experienced on the 
Palestinian. Lebanese and 
Syrian tracks of the peace 
process and recommenda- 
tions to the secretary which 
we felt would help save the 
process from collapse. 

The final document sub- 
mitted to the secretary was 
endorsed by Arab 

American leaders of 52 
organisations nationwide. 
It also framed the basis for 
much of our discussion 
with che secretary. 

With regard to the 
Palestinian track, we 

expressed to Ms. Albright 
our grave concerns that the 
process was in imminent 
danger of collapse, primar- 
ily due to the Israeli deci- 
sion to move forward with 
the Jabal Abu Ghneim set- 
tlement The refusal of the 
Likud government to hon- 
our agreements reached 
between the Israeli and 
Palestinian leadership and 
their penchant for acting 
unilaterally to impose their 


will by force had eroded 
Palestinian confidence in 
the negotiating process. 

While we acknowledged 
the positive commitments 
the U.S. had made to 
advance the Palestinian 
position in the negotia- 
tions. we noted that the two 
U.S. vetoes in the United 
Nations had seriously dam- 
aged Palestinian and Arab 
confidence in the U.S. role. 


Syrian government. The 
Syrian track is critical for 
peace in the Middle East 
In that context, we told 
the secretary that it was our 
view that the U.S. should 
insist that the Israeli-Syrian 
talks be restarted at the 
point where they left off, 
with the U.S. affirming its 
commitment to the 
progress that had been 
made in the negotiations 


Don. She shared our view 
that the peace process 
faced real dangers and that 
she was saddened by this 
crisis and its impact on 
people. 

She had hoped that there 
would have been momen- 
tum from the Hebron 
agreement that would have 
moved not only the 
Palestinian-Israeli process 
forward but also made pos- 
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The refusal of the Ukud government to honour 
agreements reached between the Israeli and 
Palestinian leadership and their penchant for acting 
unilaterally to impose their will by force had eroded 
Palestinian confidence in the negotiating process J 
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It was our view, 
expressed to the secretary, 
that unless the U.S. moved 
forcefully to convince the 
Israelis to stop the settle- 
ment on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim. the process would 
not move forward. 

In that regard, we told 
Ms. Albright that the 
Dennis Ross mission 
would only succeed if he 
applied balanced pressure. 
To openly pressure 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat based on 
“perceptions.” while not 
applying pressure on Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu for his real vio- 
lations of the peace process 
would doom the process 
and further compromise the 
U.S. role. 

The wound of Jabal Abu 
Ghneim must be closed and 
the crippling blockade 
against the Palestinians 
must be ended. 

On the Syrian, track, we. 
were unanimous in assert- 
ing that the U.S. should not 
forsake high level and 
bilateral talks with the 


before Israel unilaterally 
suspended the discussions 
in February 1996. 

While we acknowledged 
positive steps taken by the 
■ administration to foster 
U.S. -Lebanese relations, 

we called on the secretary 
to further enhance 
Lebanese sovereignty by 
visiting Lebanon, by end- 
ing the ban on U.S. citizens 
travelling to Lebanon and 
by c allin g on Israel to hon- 
our United Nations 
Security Council 

Resolution 425 and with- 
draw from Lebanese land it 
has occupied since 1978. 

We also expressed our 
grave concern to the secre- 
tary that Israel's 24 air 
strikes on Lebanon so far 
this year raise the danger 
that, once again, the con- 
flict in Lebanon may esca- 
late into full-scale hostili- 
ties. This is a situation 
which the U.S. should 
make every .effort to, pre- 
empt. ’ 

Secretary Albright 1 was 
frank and open in most of 
her remarks to our delega- 


sible advances on the 
Lebanese and Syrian 
tracks. It was as a result of 
this hope, she noted, that 
President Clinton bad invit- 
ed regional leaders to 
Washington. 

She acknowledged dial 
the construction on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim (she used the 
Arabic name for the settle- 
ment site') had undermined 
confidence and hope and 
had, therefore, causal dam- 
age to the process. For this 
reason she said: “We would 
have preferred that this 
decision had aot been 
taken,” reiterating the posi- 
tion stated many times by 
the administration. 

It was in this context that 
the secretary made refer- 
ence to the terrorist bomb- 
ing in Tel Aviv andTefened- 
to it as a “disaster.” 

It was the view of many 
of the Arab American lead- 
ers who were present at the 
meeting that many, in the 
administration are con- 
cerned that this bombing 
has further compounded 
the situation and led to 


even deeper erosion of the 
peace effort 

In all the debates that 
ensued as to whether 
President Arafat issued a 
“green light” for die bomb- 
ing and must now issues a 
“red light”, it does not 
appear that the administra- 
tion agrees with the Israeli 
assessment that Arafat gave 
a “green light," but only 
that there is the perception 
that has now been created 
that there was such a sig- 
nal. 

In any case, we noted that 
since the Palestinian lead- 
ership has condemned the 
act, both wrong and tragic, 
the burden of taking steps 
to rescue tbe peace process 
now should not be shifted, 
even partly, onto its shoul- 
ders. It belongs squarely on 
the shoulders of the Israeli 
government and its heavy 
handed behaviour. 

We concluded by urging 
Secretary Albright to reex- 
amine the U.S. position 
regarding the Netanyahu 
government and its viola- 
tions of the peace and to 
play a more aggressive role 
in moving the process for- 
ward on die basis of agree- 
ments reached to date. At 
stake, we insisted, were not 
only Israeli and Arab con- 
cerns. but significant U.S. 
national security interests 
as well. 

Secretary Albright indi- 
cated that this would be the 
first of many meetings and. 
in feet, suggested that we 
should meet again to evalu- 
ate the situation following 
ambassador Ross' assess- 
ment of the situation in the 
region. 

It was a useful meeting 
with' a secretary who was 
most engaging and eager to 
hear and learn and develop 
a dialogue. This fact, and 
the face that tbe- fArab 
Americans presented a uni- 
fied and positive position 
of consensus, made the 
meeting an important first 
step. 


LETTERS 


Towards an independent state of Palestine 


To the Editor: 


ISRAEL CLAIMS it wants security. The 
United States echoes this. The Palestinians 
want self-determination. All claim they want 
peace. 

There is one direct way all can have what they 
want by creating an independent Palestinian 
state, as recognised by international law. 

An independent Palestinian state should, first, 
have clear borders. A delineated “border” 
already exists. This, including all East 
Jerusalem, should be clearly marked, and 
sealed with a legal accord. 

Second. Palestine as a state would have all che 
international rights and responsibilities of an 
independent state under international law. This 
includes the right to run its internal affairs with- 
out external interference or tutelage and to have 
defensive (only) armed forces to protect its sov- 
ereign territory. No foreign troops would be 
allowed in Palestine without the latter's express 
permission. 

Third, to “ensure” Israeli security, an interna- 
tional peace/security force should be organised 
under United Nations auspices and funded by it. 
This “U.N. peacekeeping force for Palestine” 
would patrol a one-kilometre wide strip inside 
the borders of Palestine. It would have tbe right 
to arrest, subdue or shoot anyone canying arras, 
explosives, etc. within that strip. It would coop- 
erate with Palestinian security forces, who 
would be outside the strip. Its initial term would 
be five years, with the possibility of extension. 


The funding should come from the arrears that 
the United States owes the U.N. (estimated 
about $1.5 billion). The peacekeeping force 
would be staffed by units of U.N. nations — 
excluding Palestine, Israel and the U.S. (who is 
an unequivocal partisan of Israel). 

Fourth, the question of Jewish “settlers'’ with- 
in Palestine should be solved by, say. allowing 
them to stay initially as is. But within six 
months they would have to decide whether or 
not they wished to stay on. If they wish to stay, 
they would have to become Palestinian citizens 
— with no right to have duai citizenship in 
Israel or any other country (such as the U.S.). If 
they leave, the Palestinian state would pay them 
compensation. This compensation would be 
calculated on the basis of the price Israel paid ■ 
for the land and/or house that was 
“seize d/ex prop rioted" from Palestinians to 
make way for tbe Israeli/Jewish settler. 
Additional funds would be given from the 
money that Israel would have to pay for com- 
pensation for Palestinian properties seized since 
1948. Any state interested in Middle East peace 
could pay into a special compensation fund for 
this purpose, which would be set up under U.N. 
auspices. 

A comprehensive Middle East peace treaty 
would be negotiated after the state of Palestine 
had been set up and recognised internationally. 
Of course, Palestine would be one of the parties 
to the negotiations. The negotiations, and final 
treaty, would also be done under U.N. aegis. 

This is clearly a “win-win” solution all 


around. 

With an independent Palestinian state. 
Palestinians would lose the main — and only — 
source of powerful grievance. So. the impetus 
and rationale for violence towards Israel would 
disappear. With the United Nations peacekeep- 
ing force patrolling just inside Palestinian bor- 
ders. it would lessen the probability of terrorist 
attacks. Israel can patrol its side of the bonder 
and, for practical purposes, completely seal it 
since now Palestine- can open its border to 
Jordan. This should give Israel virtually com- 
plete security. 

These solutions should be acceptable to all 
unless, of course, the Israelis have a real hidden 
agenda and the continual call for “security” for 
Israel is simply a smoke screen. This agenda, 
based on realistic suppositions, could be the 
elimination of Palestine, seizure of its land and 
the elimination of Palestinians from Palestine. 
But the Palestinians might as well become 
aware that, at this stage, they still have some 
land left. 

So they should declare that they intend to be- 
an independent state and stay so. 

Of course, Israel may not recognise this fact, 
nor the U.S. for that matter. But for how long 
must foe Middle East nations, and others inter- 
ested in peace, be forced to follow foe dictates 
of these two imperial nations who also claim to 
support foe U.N. Charter? 


Dr. Hendrik S. Weiler, 


Being kind to God’s creatures 


To the Editor: 


I WAS shocked reading Jo MoUoy’s letter 
“Appalling cruelty” (Jordan Tunes, March 29, 
1997) and 1 believe foai many other people felt 
foe same, even if one were to believe that this 
was a single incident 

It is sad to bear about Indiscriminate dog 
shooting by incompetent marksmen and poison- 
ing with strychnine, that have been going on for 
years, and even more sad that our society is 
powerless to do something about it since there 
are no relevant laws in Jordan. The driver and 
riderfs) of crock 1 1773 should be severely repri- 
manded, as their appalling behaviour belittles 
the country. 

We frequently hear horrific stories of how 
many shots it took to kill a dog- To some people 


a pet is almost like one of foe family and just 
because someone does not happen to Hire dogs 
he/sfae is not entitled to go round shooting them 
at random. More tolerance is required. In foe 
case of foe dog Mrs. Molloy saw. she was harm- 
ing no one and kind people were feeding her. 

Why kill it? 

Other countries deal with dog problems in 
much more humane ways. We can provide the 
Amman Municipality with information on how 
to deal with dogs in a much kinder way. 
Shooting could harm people as well as animals. 

I am well aware that dogs are considered 
“dirty” in this part of the world, yet that is so 
only if owners keep them in bad conditions. 
There is no more faithful companion than a dog, 
and the Koran preaches that cruelty to any ani- 
mal is totally unacceptable. Animals and plants 


have as much of a right as we have to be on this 
planet. 

This uncivilised treatment of God’s creatures 
is a disgrace to the country and shames it in 
from of foreign visitors. It is high time for the 
government to step in and pass laws regarding 
cruelty to animals. ° a 

While being well aware of the vast number of 
human problems in the region, one should not 
forget all about animals. Some action should be 
taken soon for their protection. 


. _ . Chris Larter, 
Jordanian Society for the 
Protection of Animals, 
Amman 1I8I4. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for publication . however 
should contain the writer’s full name and preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only upon request and under special circumstances 
Letters are subject to editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return of unused manuscripts. 
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The widening 


Gulf 


By AH Kassay 




I HAVE always been f^. 
nated by words. In every 
guage. almost every WQnl 
carries, in addition m ^ 
obvious meaning, a vajjgy 
of implicit ones which alb* 
foe person, if he is inieT^ 
to discern much about th* 
self-image and worid view 
of foe people that use tfe 
language. Take, for instance, 
foe Greek word xenos. 
Originally it 
“stranger" as well ___ 
“guest”, which would seem 
to suggest foai foe ancient 
Greeks were a very hos- 
pitable people. That is, umj] 
one comes across the wcmi 
xenophobia, which mates 
one wonder if foe Greeks 
were not expressing fear and 
hatred of guests. 

Bui putting aside face- 
tiousness, which requires of 
me a great deal of will 
power, I confess that I am 
particularly fascinated by the 
number of languages in 
which the reference to one’s 
own race is the same refer- 
ence to mankind as a whole. 
Understandably, this tenden- 
cy to see the world in terms 
of one’s own tribe or village 
tended to be prevalent 
among isolated races. The 
sooner man started interact- 
ing with others, tbe sooner 
he shed foe notion that the 
world revolved around 
him.The experience is often 
painful. One day, one is sit- 
ting very smug in his little/ 
realm thinking that God is 
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His heaven and all is well 
with foe world, then the next 
day he steps outside and dis- 
covers that there is quite a lot 
more that life can and does 
offer to those who work for 

i i iL ■ , 

r r t'”This, mofe'of Ifcss, is what 
. happened to a.ffiend of mia 
,'^jfrho wanteti’lo' 'establish a 
y‘j3int venture inddstrjFwith a 
foreign counterpart. The lat- 
ter stipulated that foe project 
should be based not in 
Jordan but in Egypt or 
Bahrain where the invest- 
ment climate is friendly and 
where rules, regulations and 
practices are predictable as 
well as reasonable. My 
friend was amazed. He was 
under the impression that 
Jordan had placed itself if 
not ahead of competition, 
then at least in a highly com- 
petitive position to attract 
foreign investment Still, he 
agreed to visit Bahrain to 
humour his homologue. 

When he arrived there he 
discovered that, far from 
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being competitive, we were* 
. Over 


not even in the league 
there procedures are simple, 
information is readily avail* 
able, people are punctual and 
they even drive in an orderly 
manner. Moreover, Bktelco, 
the Bahraini telecomm uni ca- 
tions company, provides an 
applicant with a new tele- 
phone line within five hoars 
of receiving the application. 

I mean they measure the lag 
on a clock not a calendar. 

I mention this story to 
highlight foe point that some 
Arab countries are putting 
themselves streaks ahead of 
us in economic develop- 
ment, national - institution 
building and human resource 
development. Moreover, in 
the case of Bahrain, this 
progress was achieved by a 
small Arab country (evejfc 
smaller in size than Jordan jr 
that lacks oil and whose tra- 
ditional social structure is 
very similar to ours, except 
that they had a mercantile 
tradition, whereas ours was 
predominantly agricultural 

Naturally, one cheers 
wholeheartedly at tbe 
achievements of any Arab 
country. But at the same 
time, one may be permitted 
to ask foe legitimate ques- 
tion: "Why are we not doing 
as well ?” It is saddening that 
the word “gulf f can now be 
applied to describe tbe ever 
widening gap that has coo* 
to separate Jordan from d* 
more advanced Arab coun- 
tries. And since we are 
clearly lagging behind* 
should Jordan: not consider 
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Features 
King, Clinton meet 


^ (Continued from page 1) 

expected to be the key 
theme for the King's tallts 
with President Clinton. 

U.S. officials have 
maintained that recent 
developments have left 
Israeli-Palestinian rela- 
tions at their worst since 
the first peace agreement 
was signed in 1993. 

In a further sign that 
peace gains were under 
threat, foreign ministers 
from the 22- member 
Arab League decided 
Monday to freeze the nor- 
malisation of ties with 
Israel. 

King Hussein was quot- 
ed by the New York 
Times as saying that the 
▼ decision was not binding 
and would have little 
practical effect. 

“It's a sign of frustra- 
tion and anguish,*’ he 
said. 

Ms. Albright on Mon- 
day reiterated the U.S. 
view that Mr. Netanyahu 
had showed poor judge- 
ment in deciding to build 
the Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

“We have made clear 
that we felt that it was a 
decision we wish had not 
been taken,” she said in 
New York where she met 
with King Hussein ahead 
of his talks at the White 
House. 

But Ms. Albright said 
she had “no detailed 
plans” to travel to the 
Middle East in an appar- 
ent sign that the adminis- 
tration was loathe to 
engage in a diplomatic 
thrust that could prove 
unsuccessful. 

The State Department's 
special Mideast coordina- 
tor, Dennis Ross, 
returned at the weekend 
from a mediating mission 
that failed to defuse ten- 
sions and violent out- 
breaks have continued 
this week. 

While the United States 
has spoken against Mr. 
Netanyahu’s decision, it 
has. also blocked : efforts 
by Arab countries to 
adopt a resolution critical 
of Israel at the United 
Nations. 

Mr. Netanyahu may go 
to the White House early 
next week on the side- 
lines of his participation 
at a conference organised 
by the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC), a pro-Israel 
lobby group. 

An Israeli diplomat said 
here that the Israeli prime 
minister would make a 
decision on whether to 
travel to the United States 
“within a few hours.” 
White House 

spokesman Michael 

McCuny said the visit 
had not been confirmed 
but that Clinton aides 


had held “preliminary 
conversations with the 
Israelis." 

■'This is a difficult time 
for the peace process, and 
we've got a lot to talk 
about/' President Clinton 
said Tuesday. Praising 
King Hussein as a coura- 
geous peacemaker, the 
president said a compre- 
hensive peace in the area 
was impossible wi thorn 
him. 

Mr. Clinton said he held 
extensive meetings with 
Mr. Ross on Monday and 
again Tuesday. Mr. Ross 
met separately last week 
with Mr. Arafat and with 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

“I think the issue here is 
how to get the peace 
process back on track,” 
Ms. Albright said Mon- 
day in New York after 
meeting with U.N. Secre- 
tary-General Kofi Annan. 

“We are assessing the 
information as it is com- 
ing out of Mr. Ross' talks, 
and we will be making a 
decision about my travel 
plans.” said Ms. Albright. 
“The issue is to try to 
determine when is the 
best time for me to go to 
get the peace process 
back on track.” 

King Hussein, one of 
the Arab World’s 
strongest peace partners 
with Israel, is also a key 
player in helping Mr. 
Clinton and Ms. Albright 
shape their diplomatic 
moves in the Middle East. 

“For many years, I had 
the privilege of working 
with President Clinton 
for the establishment of 
peace, not only between 
Jordan and Israel, but 
also a comprehensive 
peace in the region," said 
the King. 

Later the King was to 
meet U.S. Commerce 
Secretary to discuss eco- 
nomic and trade issues. 

King Hussein will 
also meet with Arab 
ambassadors in Washing-, 
ton and key writers, and 
journalists working for 
major U.S. newspapers. 

Bang Hussein said at a 
ceremony held in his hon- 
our in New York that 
“the most important 
objective I have and will 
have in my life is not to 
fail myself and those 
who fought and struggled 
for peace before me and 
those who fought and fell 
for peace and left us a 
legacy which we hope 
will "hand over to die 
future generations." 

Addressing a ceremony 
in New York after receiv- 
ing, along with Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, the 
Seeds of Peace Award, 
the King said a minority 
was seeking to dictate its 
agenda on the over- 
whelming majority of the 
people of the region. 


"We are committed to 
peace and we are feeling 
our way towards it. It will 
come because it is the 
only worthy objective. It 
will come no matter.” he 
said. 

While in New York the 
King and Queen Noor 
called at the New York 
Times where they met 
with the editorial staff 
and spoke about the 
peace process and the 
Jordan-Israel peace 

treaty. 

King Hussein reaf- 
firmed the need for 
respecting and honouring 
the provisions of the Oslo 
accord between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) 
stressing the need for the 
implementation of all 
these provisions before 
the start of the final status 
negotiations between the 
two sides. 

King Hussein also reit- 
erated the need for the 
two sides to build mutual 
confidence and for the all 
parties to remain commit- 
ted to the execution of all 
that has been agreed on in 
the course of building 
peace. 

“Through the mutual 
confidence that we had 
built in the past, we were 
able to achieve a great 
deal on the ground." said 
the King, who underlined 
the importance of restor- 
ing mutual confidence 
because he said the Mid- 
dle East can by no means 
tolerate any further delay 
for peace. 

“The time factor is very 
important and it is incum- 
bent on all parties, pri- 
marily the U.S., to step 
in and ensure the resump- 
tion of the peace process 
on the basis of the 
Madrid peace conference 
and the Oslo accords.’’ he 
said. 

The King said that he 
would exert efforts to 
accomplish progress in 
the peace process so that 
the Palestinian people 
can regain all their legiti- 
mate rights in their home- 
land. 

The King was accompa- 
nied on the visit by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali. Royal Court 
Chief Awn Kh as awn eh, 
His Royal Highness 
Prince Talal. director of 
the National Security 
Council. HRH Princess 
Ghida Talal. head of the 
International Information 
Office at the Royal 
Court, Foreign Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh and 
Hassan Abu Nimeh, Jor- 
dan's ambassador to the 
United Nations. 


Freeze in normalisation 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

seats the absolute minimum the Arabs 
have to do to protect their rights and 
save occupied land from the danger of 
settlement,” said A1 Baath daily, the 
paper of the ruling party in Syria. 

Saudi Arabia's council of ministers, 
headed by King Fahd. reinforced the 
kingdom's support for the league reso- 
lutions at a meeting late Monday, said 
the official SPA news agency. 

The council expressed “its support for 
the recommendations of the Arab 
League calling on Israel to abandon its 
settlement policies and to conform to 
accords signed within the framework of 
the peace process,” said SPA. 

SPA made no specific reference to the 
decision to freeze ties, but it said the 
council re affi rmed Saudi support for 
Palestinian demands for an independent 
state wirh Jerusalem as its capital. 

The Saudi daily Okaz, which reflects 
the official line, said the league’s deci- 
sion would "protect the peace process 
against Israel s arrogance,” and that it 
was “a clear message from the Arabs to 
Israel and the United States." 

The UAE daily A1 Khaleej echoed this 
view, calling on peace process sponsor 
Washington to “put some order back 
into the peace process.'' 

A1 Bayan, meanwhile, called for Arab 
countries to give Israel a lesson, saying 
the league's decision “promises serious 
initiatives to change the direction of the 
peace process.” 

In Qatar, which has fledlging trade 
links with Israel, the A1 Watan and A1 
Raya dailies called for the league s res- 
olution to be implemented fully by 
member states. 


“Arab countries should commit them- 
selves fully to the recommendation.'’ 
said A1 Raya. 

The Qatari daily Al Sharq said Mr. 
Netanyahu could not wriggle out of 
signed’ accords with the Palestinians. 

It added that Mr. Netanyahu had 
“ignored all the warnings given to him 
by the Arabs to continue with this 
destructive policy." 

Iraq appealed to the Arab states to take 
a tougher stand against Israel, arguing 
that the United States could never be 
“an honest broker" in Arab-Israeli 
affairs, the official news agency INA 
reported. 

The Iraqi position was made clear 
after a cabinet meeting chaired by Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein to discuss the 
outcome of the Arab League meeting in 
Cairo and a meeting Thursday in Rabat 
of the Jerusalem Committee. 

"The relatively strong position 
expressed by the two meetings should 
not be a way of heading off the anger of 
the Palestinian people,” the Iraqi gov- 
ernment said. 

It said the two communiques were “an 
attempt to correct a misguided 
approach,” namely the Middle East 
peace process to which Baghdad is bit- 
terly opposed. 

INA said Israel should be made to 
"pay very dearly” for its “cynical poli- 
cy which calls for effective mobilisa- 
tion among Arabs.” 

Iraq warned Arab countries against 
making “partial concessions to the 
United States and the Zionist enemy" 
adding that “Arab brothers should not 
be under the illusion that the United 
States can ever be an honest broker” in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
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World’s longest bridge unnerves sleepy Uruguay town 


By Jason Webb 

Reuter 

COLON 1A DEL SACRA- 
MENTO. Uruguay — Until 
they decided to build ihe 
longest bridge in the world, 
life in Colonia del Sacra- 
mento had barely changed 
since the town’s new bull 
ring was closed after only 
two months in 1910. 

Built on the sleepy coast 
of Uruguay by the Por- 
tuguese 30U years, ago. 
Colonia is so quiet that 
motorcyclists commonly 
balance thermos flasks of 
hot mate tea on their laps, 
sipping from metal straws as 
they steer. 

The river plate laps quietly 
at one end of the street of 
sighs, whose higgledy-pig- 
gledy houses probably 
earned the cobbled lane its 
name in the 18th century 
when they served as broth- 
els for garrisoned troops. 
The southern sun shines for 
months on quiet plazas and 
whitewashed houses with 
lumpy orange tiles in ihe 
town’s old centre. 

UNESCO in 1995 con- 
firmed what residents had 
long felt about Colonia. 
naming it pan of humanity's 
cultural heritage. 


But plans to spend a bil- 
'ion dollars on a bridge 
spanning the 40 km ol' the 
brackish River Plate estuary 
that separates Uruguay from 
its much bigger neighbour 
Argentina has left many of 
colonia ’s 3fl.tJt.lfl inhabitants 
uneasy. 

Local authorities gleefully 
predict that investors will 
pump $400 million into pro- 
jects after the bridge is built, 
swelling the town's popula- 
tion to an estimated 120.000 
by 2015 and dragging tran- 
quil Colonia into the 21st 
century. 

As the town Mill seems to 
linger in the 19th century, 
that means it might skip ilie 
2flih altogether. ~ 

“These new times require 
new things." said Mayor 
Miguel Jimeno. who 
believes there is opposition 
to the plan because 
Uruguayans are naturally 
stick-in-the-muds and intim- 
idated by change. The 
bridge, he said, may prove 
stressful at first bin i( will be 
profitable for the town and 
for the country. 

“It's like childbirth, it may 
hurt but it will bring much 
joy.” he said. 

Those opposed to the 
bridge want what is on the 


Argentine side of the river to 
May where it is: ihe spraw l- 
ing megalopolis of Buenos 
Aires, a tense, late 20ih- cen- 
tury mix of portabl e-phone- 
wielding yuppies and grimy 
patches of poverty. 

Argentines have lung 
taken ferries across the river 
for some peace and quiet 
and tourism ha- for years 
been Colonia'* main source 
of income. But some fear a 
profitable trickle of day - 
trippers may swell into an 
unmanageable swarm and 
that buenos aires will export 
its traffic and swallow Colo- 
nia. 

Maximo Pnmet i- one or’ 
those who has doubts. 
"Colonia, it’s just a lo'elv 
quiet town. There aren't 
many bad things here." the 
Sb-ycar old Pontei said, sun- 
ning himself on a weekday 
in one of the town's leafy 
plazas. “But they are going 
to come. eh. Big cities. like 
Buenos Aires, in them 
there's room for good peo- 
ple and bad and every body. 
And them rascals, alter this 
bridge they're going to 
come mure over here inure 
quickly." he added, shakiisg 
with mischievous laughter. 

Another resident. an 
Argentine woman w h« « had 


tied across the Ki\er Plate 
with her family to escape 
Buenos Aires, fears the big 
city will conic galloping 
after her across the bridge 

"Progress is not bad." she 
said. a> her young sons 
played by their house in a 
street almost deserted of 
cars. 'The union of coun- 
tries and trade is not a had 
thing. But ! think they will 
hj\ e to take a great deal of 
care tor inis little place not 
to be swallowed up h\ the 
great vvoli of Bueno- Aires." 

Studies show the bridge is 
feasible if it attracts at least 
7.000 vehicle- a day. Nei- 
ther government i- willing 
to pay a cent to finance it. «u 
it would be built entirely by 
private eompatiie-. winch 
would then charge each 
vehicle a loll e-li mated by 
authorities at about i"w. 

The bridge would cut 3tn> 
km off the l.mJ tourney 
i:i 'in Buenos \ire- to 
\ Uruguay \ capital Monicv - 
idco jnJ hours off the jour- 
ney to Bra.’ii. it would al-o 
he a powerful symbol ui the 
growtnj liiicgiJiion within 
Mereo.-ur. South America's 
infant equivalent of the 
European l'n:uu. 

The idea was firsi 
broached in the last centtirv 


but the commission to get 
the bridge constructed was 
not established by the 
Uruguayan anj Argentine 
governments until 1985. and 
ihe real impetus to get the 
project under way came 
with the creation of Merco- 
sur in the early 194(j>. 

The commission plans to 

call for bids |o build the 
bridge next year, although 
iheic is Mill no firm 
timetable. Bui even some 
who favour the plan express 
private doubts. They say its 
builder- would have to 
charge ail impossibly high 
loll, more ih.in 81 no per car. 
to make ii profitable. 

It ihe bridge project fell 
through, it would not he 

Colonij's fir-t fulled stab al 
grandeur. The town's enor- 
mous hull ring is now 
I'cnccJ off irom the public 
because it- brick skin is 
peeling off dangerously 
from the iron girders 
imported especially from 
Bn tain lor ns construction. 

Built lor what was a lor- 
tune in l Mlo. ti was 
ilcMgncd io line rich tourists 
I'roisi -\ i genii flu. where hull- 
iighlillg vv.is illegal. Bui |wo 
months later, alter only eight 
light-, they banned hull- 
lighting in Uruguav mo. 
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The British are coming. . 

6 days a week 


Welcome co rhe real flavour of Britain in rlie air 6 
days a week* from Amman as we fly you to London 
. . . and the world. Enjoy the high standard of 
service and hospital iry that is synonymous with 
British Airways. 

Convenient timings and top-class in-flight com ton 
combine with our excellent onward connections 
from Heathrow Airport Terminal 4 to make this the 
best way to go from here to there ... or anywhere. 


But that's not all, we let you really stretch your 
dinars with the unique British Airways Middle East 
Executive Club. Nor only will you earn’ free Bonus 
Miles on your own trips: but also nominate upto 
6 family members or friends to earn Miles for you. 
So you save’ vour iree Miles faster and keep dying! 

For more in formation, call your local travel agent 
or British Airways Amman on 828801. 

' Eftccrive 13 rh April. 1997. 


British airways 


The worlds favourite airline 
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Jordan, U.S. investment treaty in final stage 



By P.V.Mvekanand 

Jordan Unit's Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The U.S. and 
Jordan have finalised a 
bilateral investment treaty 
that both sides expect 
would give a significant 
boost to economic coopera- 
tion and clear hurdles in 
sizeable American private 
sector investments in the 
Kingdom. 

The provisions of the pro- 
posed agreement include 
limits on expropriation of 
investments and prompt 
and adequate compensation 
for investors, the right to 
transfer and investment- 
related funds into and out- 
side the country, limits on 
the host government's 
rights to impose perfor- 
mance requirements on 
investments. binding 
international arbitration, 
and the right of the investor 
to engage senior personnel 
of the investor's own choice 
regardless of nationality. 

The draft, which is cur- 
rently under studv bv the 


Council of Ministers, is the 
latest move in expanding 
Jordanian-U.S- economic 
relationship following the 
signing of the October 1 994 
peace treaty between Jor- 
dan and Israel under Wash- 
ington's sponsorship. 

One of the key features of 
the proposed treaty was a 
provision that Jordan would 
strictly enforce protection 
for U.S. patent and trade 
marks and intellectual 
property rights (IPR) on a 
bilateral basis. 

But. given that Jordan is 
continuing work on effec- 
tive and strictly enforceable 
legislation in Jordan to pro- 
tect patents and trade marks 
and IPRs. said an official. 
**it was decided that this 
issue was separated from 
ihe document." 

The official noted that the 
question of IPRs was of 
major concern to Jordan, 
which is negotiating acces- 
sion to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) and an 
“association agreement" 
with the European Union. 


Both WTO and EU have 
their own requirements for 
protection of patents and 
trade marks and IPRs. 

U.S. Ambassador Wesley 
Egan told a Rotary Club 
meeting late last year the 
U.S. opted for the separa- 
tion because protection for 
IPRs warranted legislation 
and involved a "lengthy 
process through the govern- 
ment and Parliament. This 
would have held up the 
bilateral investment agree- 
ment itself, which the U.S. 
sees as a key vehicle to 
bring in American private 
sector investment into Jor- 
dan. 

American banks and gov- 
ernment funding agencies 
consider the existence of 
such a bilateral agreement 
as a highly favourable point 
while considering financing 
for U.S. firms investing in a 
foreign country. 

A U.S. embassy 
spokesman said the invest- 
ment treaty itself was “in its 
final stages" and the formal 
signing of the document 


was “imminent." 

Officials here credit the 
late U.S. commerce secre- 
tary. Ron Brown, for the 
initiative to work out of a 
bilateral investment treaty 
during talks he held during 
his visits here in 1994. 

The document is the latest 
in a series of measures 
Washington has undertaken 
to help develop the Jordan- 
ian economy in the past 
year. 

Other moves included the 
granting of: 

— $200 million in export 
credit guarantees and insur- 
ance through the Exim- 
bank. 

— $40 million in com- 
modity credits. 

— $21 million in soft 
loan financing for grain 
purchases. 

— $1.25 million to con- 
duct studies on expanding 
and upgrading communica- 
tion facilities and manage- 
ment 

— An “Open Skies" 
agreement under which Jor- 
danian air carriers are 


allowed to fly in and out of 
the United States without 
any restrictions on frequen- 
cy' or destination. 

Jordan is the only country 
to receive such U.S. treat- 
ment other than European 
countries. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion has also granted the 
Kingdom the starus of a 
non-North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) ally 
that gives "priority consid- 
eration" for its requests for 
advanced military technolo- 
gy and equipment 

Jordan received $100 mil- 
lion worth of American mil- 
itary equipment and will 
receive 16 F-16 fighter jets 
this year. 
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Bahrain minister urges 
firms to employ Bahrainis 


MANAMA I'R’I — Bahrain’s 
labour and social affairs 
minister urged firms to 
employ more Bahrainis to 
reduce foreign remittances 
and boost the island’s econ- 
omy, local newspapers said 
Tuesday. 

They quoted Minister 
Abdul Nabi A1 Shula as say- 
ing foreign workers remit 
around 300 milli on dinars 
(nearly SS00 million) to 
their homelands every year. 

Around 120. milli on dinars 
were remitted through offi- 
cial channels and 180 mil- 
lion through unofficial 
channels annually. Mr. 
Shula said. 


“This affects our econo- 
my. What would happen if 
this money is spent in 
Bahrain's market instead of 
being sent abroad... Would- 
n’t it strengthen our econo- 
my?" the daily Bahrain Tri- 
bune quoted him as saying. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
foreign workers, mainly 
from the Indian subconti- 
nent. work in the Arab Gulf 
state. 

Bahrain has embarked on 
an ambitious vocational 
training programme to find 
more jobs for Bahrainis fac- 
ing rising unemployment, a 
factor in more than two 
years of sporadic anti-gov- 
ernment unrest 


Extra energy income is 
Yemen economy’s best hope 


SANAA (R) — Strong world 
oil prices, increased produc- 
tion and a new revenue stream 
from gas are Yemen's best 
hope to escape from its posi- 
tion as one of the poorest 
Arab countries, analysts and 
diplomats have said. 

President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh's coalition government 
is counting on increased oil 
income and a $3 billion gas 
project to lift the economy. 

The natural gas scheme, a 
joint venture with French oil 
group Total S.A.. includes 
construction of a liquefied 
natural gas plant and export 
terminal on the Gulf of Aden 
which will be connected to 
gas fields by a 380 - kilometre 
iQineline. 


Yemen is credited with 
making good progress in 
implementing a five-year 
structural reform programme 
agreed with the World Bank 
and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in 1995. 

"Progress was very good in 
1996,” said Mohammad Said 
A I Attar, one of four deputy- 
prime ministers. “The stabili- 
ty of the riyal and the rate of 
growth show lots of improve- 
ment. 

“Comparing Yemen with 
other countries in the area, 
we’ve made very good 
progress and after the elec- 
tions next month there will be 
further progress in the imple- 
mentation of reforms," he 


» O U R GREATEST STRENGTH 
IS OUR WEAKNESS FOR 
FASHJON* 

—of - — > - 


( )CB| 


Amra Forum Hotel- 

Phone. 5527118 Fax 5527119 

Amman 


Mr. Anar said without elab- 
orating there would be devel- 
opment on the privatisation of 
some banks and electricity 
projects. 

The government removed 
all exchange controls last 
year, abolishing an official 
rate of 50 riyals to the dollar. 
The devaluated riyal now 
floats around 125 riyals. 

It has also managed to 
reduce inflation that was in 
three figures two years ago. 

But Western diplomats 
monitoring the economy said 
more needed to be done. Sub- 
sidies on some agricultural 
produce including wheat and 
also on fuel are still in place. 

"The economy is picking up 
but the ordinary man in, the 
street has not yet seen ^y. 
benefits." a diplomat regie-, 
senring one of Yemen’s rofuty ! 
Western aid donors said. 

Action on a third phase of 
IMF reforms is expected after 
general elections to be held 
on April 27, the diplomat 
said. 

President Saleh has been 
president of northern Yemen 
since 1978 and the unified 
north and south since 1990. 
Diplomats and Yemeni politi- 
cal analysts expect his Gener- 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Mistake 
5 Cub Seoul 
leader 
10 Box 

14 Relinquish 

15 Traveled 

16 Wan 

17 Culture medium 

18 Augusta 
antagonist? 

20 Cheer 

21 Healthy 

22 Start 

23 Miami meanie? 

27 Distress call 

28 Chill 

29 Preposterous 
32 Frame 

34 Glut 

36 Study intensely 

37 Disregard 

38 Certain brass 

39 Before: pref. 

40 Nettle 

41 Augury 

42 Bustling about 

43 Before 

44 Resort 

45 River inlet 

46 Madison 
malefactor? 

52 John Jacob — 

55 Earth 

56 Before the 
carte? 

57 Carlsbad 
criminal? 

60 Junior dry run 

61 Vicinity 

62 Obliterate 

63 Cigar end 

64 Youngster 

65 Has courage 

66 Votes for 

DOWN 

1 Neckwear 

2 Licit 

3 Coeur d’Alene 
combatant? 

4 — capita 

5 Ready for battle 

6 Down under 
cuddly one 

7 ills 


fi [2 [3 (4 [6 [7 [a [9 ■Hill lull III 


al People’s Congress, which 
dominates the outgoing par- 
liament and controls two- 
thirds of the coalition cabinet, 
to win the parliamentary elec- 
tion easily. 

The Wo rid Bank estimates 
Yemen will be one of the 
region’s fastest-growing 
economies this year with 
gross domestic paxiuct likely 
to increase at a rate of 6.6 per 
cent in real terms. 

The Washington-based 
bank in January offered 
Yemen a $60 milli on soft loan 
to set up a financial market 
and improve the. country's 
banking and monetary sys- 
tem. 

. Yemen’s economic woes 
. stem from a two-month civil . 
. war in 1994 in which forres : 
loyal to President Saleh 
crushed southern secession- 
ists at a cost of $11 billion and 
4,000 dead, and an earlier 
political decision — sympa- 
thy with Iraq in the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis over the invasion 
of Kuwair. 

Sanaa’s Baghdad tilt infuri- 
ated Arab Gulf states who 
punished Yemen by cutting 
financial aid. isolating it and 
sending home 700,000 Yeme- 
nis working in the Gulf whose 
$1 billion annual remittances 
were a key source of revenue. 

The mass repatriation 
increased unemployment, 
which is still high at around 
25 per cent of the workforce 
in the fast-growing 16 million 
population. 


129 130 1 31 


147 1 48 149 


[52 153 154 



Andy Capp 


by Roger Jurgovan 


8 Deighton or 
Dawson 

9 Refresher 

10 Exhaust 

11 Permit 

12 “I cannot tell — " 

13 Remainder 
19 Additional 
21 Faint streak 

24 Course 

25 Colossal one 

26 Experts 

29 Billings bad 
boy? 

30 Against 

31 Roe 

32 Tender 

33 Islamic prince 

34 Poison oak 

35 Honest — 

36 Depression 
38 Lids 

42 Seed cover 
44 Beget 

46 Lady 

47 Acting award 


□qqqq BBBB QODD 
BOWSE QBHB □□□□ 
□□□ns BBBB □□□□ 
□OQBBC1BDBBEJD 
□□□□ □□□□□□ cap 

□eon qbbiibb 

BOB BBEBB BBBB 

QBQPQQPQgQQQQQQ 

BOSS BEBBB BBEl 
BBBEU1B BQDB 
BOB BBBBQB DBBB 

EiBBBQBQBBQBD 

CfJDO □□□□ OESQDB 
BBBB BBWS BBBBB 

bbbb Bann Baana 
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48 Gallows item 

49 Trigonometry 
functions 

50 Gladden 

51 Prices 

52 Bio. subj. 


53 Withered 

54 Overly precious, 
in England 

58 Crossed out 

59 Nest egg letters 

60 Pod occupant 
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ARIES: fMarch-21^ 
April 19)Youmay3ji^ t 
feeling of lack during-fte 
daytime -today, however, 
by being objective, this 
will soon pass. Be very 
careful later this evehhig 
while driving on -the 
highway so that yoa 
avoid any difficulties.- ' 
TAURUS: (April 2*)^ 
May 20) Try to benwre 
independent today, tefy 
upon your own abilities 
and thereby you wflTget 
noticed by those [n 
authority. Labour -cm 
improving your health 
appearance, however, £ 
don’t be vain about this. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Be more willing i 
to do what your mate 
wishes today, and home 
conditions will improve 
considerably. Be sure 
you don’t lose your tem- 
per later this evening, 
thereby eliminating the 
possibility of difficulties. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

(June 22 to July 21) 
Avoid a person today 
who expects more from 
you than you are willing 
to give, which will cre- 
ate difficulties. Don’t try 
to press anyone into sup- 
porting your ideas, there- 
by you won’t get into any 
conflicts. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Tf any dilemmas arise 
today, be sure to confront 
them directly and don’t 
allow them to remain. 
Tonight is definitely hot a 
good time for any roman- 
tic pursuits which could 
cause difficulty between ^ 
you and your mate. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) This is a 
good day today to do the 
research which is neces- 
sary for a new project, 
however, don’t try to 
* force anyone, else to do 
'? tht career- activities for 
yqd. Lararthis evening 
wjll be good for meeting 
with close friends. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October ’22) Search 
your memory today and 
make sure you aren’t 
overlooking any promis- 
es which were made in 
previous days. Drive on 
the highway with more 
chan usual care so you 
won’t get into any diffi- 
culties. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) A fel- 
low business acquain- 
tance may be quite 
greedy today, so be on 
the alert for this and 
stand up for your rights. 

Be considerate to your 
mate and show some 
affecrioo towards him or $ 
her which will be appre- 
ciated. 

SAGITTARIUS: (No- 
vember 22 to December 
21) Be sure to do your 
career activities well 
today, even if it seems 
somewhat boring. Dis- 
agreeing with a fellow 
associate would be 
unfortunate, so keep your 
mouth shut and thereby 
eliminating a difficult sit- 
uation. 

CARPICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Small annoying tasks can 
be handled quite easily 
today, so mate the effort 
to get them completed. 
Work out the detail later 
this evening of a recre- 
ational activity’ you have 
in mind with close £$ 
friends. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Your 
mate may be a bit 
depressed today, so be 
consoling to him or her, 
which will - be greatly 
appreciated. Try to make 
your home more com- 
fortable, and revise your 
budget so that you can 
have extra funds for a 
rainy day. 

PISCES: (Febuary 20 to 
March 20) Before you 
present a new plan of 
action to fellow business 
associates today, make 
sure you have it clear in 
your mind so that you 
avoid any errors. Don’t 
disagree with your mate 
later this evening so that 
harmony will exist. ^ 

Bfrthstone of March: 
Aquamarine — Jasper. 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, April 2, 199' 




Investment in construction seem growing 
by four per cent until end of year 2000 

** THE HOUSING sector has accounted for about 58 per 
cent of the total investments in Jordan and despite a 
decline in the rate of growth in residential buildings after 
overcoming the impact of the Gulf crisis, real estate invest- 
ment is still accounting for a large share of total invest- 
ments compared to past vears.In addition to the above- 
mentioned observation that appeared in a recent report 
prepared by the Ministry of Planning on the “economic 
dimensions of the housing sector in Jordan,” the growth in 
construction investment is expected to stabilise at around 


four per cent during the coming few years and until the 
end of the year 2000 provided that circumstances remain 
normaLTbe report highlighted some problems in the Jor- 
danian housing market especially the high cost of con- 
struction on low-income groups and the high prices of land 
which, in addition, is not available in small areas to suit the 
people with limited incomes. Other problems arise from a 
high percentage of unskilled foreign labour working in the 
Kingdom and the lack of financial resources to enable the 
government provide the necessary support. The report also 
mentioned that the limited-income groups cannot obtain 
the required credit as they lack collateral and cannot take 
on the repayment period.In conclusion, the report recom- 
mended that emphasis be put on housing for low-income 
group and on encouraging the private sector to invest in 
rural areas away from main cities (A1 Ra'iJ. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“When we die, i want to be buried next 
to you to make sure you're not out 
partying with zombies all night!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hand Arnold and McsAigWon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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WHAT THE PILOT 
CALLS? A PLANE 
FULL OF TEEN- 
AGE GIRLS. 

NOW arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: A 


TY Y 1 X T T ’LLXXIX] 

(Answer# tomorrow) 

Jumbles: KITTY DOUBT HANDLE DISMAY 
Answer: When the housecteaning began the kid# Wt 
Mom -IN THE DUST 
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U.S. faults Japan, China, 
South Korea and EU in trade 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— The United States 
Monday targeted Japan. 
China, South Korea and 
the European Union 
(EU) in a report on for- 
eign trade barriers that 
could trigger sanctions 
to enhance access for 
U.S. goods and services. 

“While many barriers 
to U.S. exports have 
been reduced, we contin- 
ue to face challenges” 
said U.S. Trade Repre- 
sentative (USTR) Char- 
lene Barshefsky. 

"Many markets around 
the world remain closed 
to U.S. exports and. to 
the extent that our trade 
deficit is the resulr of 
these barriers, particu- 
larly on a bilateral basis, 
they must be reduced." 
she stressed. 

The office of the USTR 
released an annual 
report, entitled The 
National Trade Estimate 
Report On Foreign Trade 
Barriers, that will serve 
as a key component in 
the Clinton administra- 
tion's trade policies this 
year. 

The study, which cov- 
ers some 50 nations, 
could serve as a basis for 
eventual sanctions 
against countries that 
deny adequate copyright 
protection or impose 
obstacles to the entry 
and circulation of U.S. 
expons. 

While a strong dollar 
and sluggish growth in 
Europe and Japan are 
seen as the principal rea- 
sons behind an expand- 
ing U.S. trade deficit, the 
Clinton administration 
has mounted an aggres- 
sive campaign to knock 
down tariff and non -tar- 
iff barriers that it says 
have also contributed. 

The goods and sen-ices 
deficit in January- 
widened to SI 2.7 billion 
from $10.5 billion in 
December. The January 
figure was the largest 
monthly shortfall since 
1992. 

Monday’s report said 
that while trade conflicts 
with Tokyo have lately 
lost some of their inten- 
sity, the administration 
would continue to use "a 
mix of bilateral negotia- 
tions, multilateral nego- 
tiations and the applica- 
tion of relevant U.S. 
trade laws to pursue 
aggressively the elimina- 
tion of remaining or 
emerging trade barriers 
in Japan.” 

The USTR in particular 
faulted Japan for 
“restrictive" domestic 
purchasing practices, 
particularly ar the local 
lavel, that hamper U.S. 
and foreign firms bid- 
ding for government 


contracts. 

In computers. for 
example, it said the for- 
eign share of the nation- 
al government market 
has started to decline 
after risine to 14 per cent 
in 1994. ~ 

The report charged that 
Nippon Telephone and 
Telegraph (NTT), which 
accounts for half 
of Japan’s 530 bill- 
ion Telecommunications 
equipment market, 
remained “captive to its 
monopoly legacy" and 
still favoured “family 
companies" for most of 
its purchases. 

U.S. firms trying to sell 
their products in Japan 
are in general hampered 
by antf-competitive pri- 
vate practices and close 
government-to-industry. 
according to the USTR. 

The body set up to 
combat such conduct, 
the Japan Fair Trade 
Commission, has had 
limited impact, hindered 


by shortage of personnel 
and a perceived lack of 
autonomy, the report 
said. 

It added that the Japan- 
ese economy, despite 
recent reforms, "remains 
clogged with excessive 
and often outdated regu- 
lations" that impede 
imports and curb growth. 

In a relatively inild 
assessment of China, ihe 
USTR nonetheless found 
that Beijing used high 
tariffs to restrict imports 
along with such non-tar- 
iff barriers as quotas and 
licensing requirements. 

In government pro- 
curement. it said, com- 
petitive procedures are 
the exception rather than 
the rale, increasing the 
risk of “corruption and 
bribery.” 

The ’ report reiterated 
U.S. backing for China's 
admission to the World 
Trade Organisation on 
condition that Beijing 
provided “solid commit- 


ments" to providing 
greater market access. 

In South Korea, the 
USTR determined that 
austerity campaigns by 
the government were in 
effect aimed at imported 
goods. 

The repuri complained 
specifically of a "sanctu- 
ary" automobile market, 
where a prohibitively 
high system of taxes is 
added to an eight per 
cent tariff on imported 
vehicles. 

The USTR also deter- 
mined l hat the European 
Union continued in 
thwart the entry of U.S 
goods through govern- 
ment procurement prac- 
tices and widely differ- 
ent testing and certifica- 
tion procedures. 

Ms. Barshefsky singled 
out the agncuhuie sec- 
tor. vvheie she said U.S. 
exporters laced “perva- 
sive discrimination." 


ANZ BANK 


announces the 


OFFICIAL OPENING 


of its branch in 


EAST JERUSALEM 


1 Salahadin Street 


Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited 


( ^Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace^ 


DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circlo. Amman 
Also in Bra 2 il 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 81 0605 - 81 0609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
. unfurnished for rent. > 




STUDIO HAIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop- and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 



CrvstaI 


Quality Serviced Suites 

■ One A Two Bedrooms • Felly 
.Equipped Kitche re n tt * Daily & 
Lang Any * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

cl Fax 674551 


OCWMHCml 


■ INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

■ SAUNA. JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

■FITNESS ROOM 

: TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180' 

Radio & TV Station Rd. 





FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 

REAL ESTATE 


TKL :6Vy369 



» 


Teppanyaki j 
Sashimi 1 
Sushi S 


For Rea. 812997 - 814148 
' IMc'cca SUDaouti. Center.’ : 


C FOR 
I RENT 


i JcklAf Vi' ins 
V 

App;ir mc-nis 
:n Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 86423! 


Inj i TiyAtJiIrP 
STUFFED PIZZA 


Pizza Grande 

./■ .Restaurant fi Ctoffeefihpp 

Lr J/pe F(ea! Itaiiai? Taste 
^ Qourmet.pfZZfi 
r r '■ jf]^a f ' 


^ in Toktj (Chicago Style) A 
c PAN PIZZA 

(Thin or Thick Crust) -a 
Italian Beef Sandwiches, 
burger. Fried Chicka 

r T ’f ” — 

We Moved To Tlie Second Floor AWlBa - AbOta 

Superstore 

Tel. 688 471 Ext. 32 


Free DELIVERY 
DINE IN 
TAKE AWAY 




RESTAURANT 

No id Open 

Nome of 

the 

Lhar-Gritt 

Shmalsani above ehJH House, 
Tel. 079-37971 
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Hingis rules the tennis world 


KEY BISCA^'NE. Florida 
(Ri — She's fresh-faced and 
formidable and now rules 
[he world of women's ren- 


Colombia hit by suspensions 
for Paraguay match 


ms. 

At age 16. Martina Hineis 
of Switzerland has swept 
aside her last 26 opponents 
on the fast track to becom- 
ing the youngest player ever 
to grab the top ranking in the 
world. 

The latest player to fall to 
the Hingis combination of 
speed and tennis smarts was 
Monica Seles in the final of 

the Lipton championships. 

The execution was swift, as 
Hingis needed only 44 min- 
utes in a 6-2 6-1 romp. 

“It's just like a little dream 
comes true right now." said 
Hingis, who officially took 
O'er as queen of tennis 
when new rankings were 
released Monday. 

"All the life you work for 
it and it's getting true, 
you're becoming the best 
player in the world." 

Being the best can be an 
arduous job. but Hingis for 
now seems immune to the 
pressures the number one 
spot can bring. 

“I've never had so much 
fun out there." says Hingis, 
who became the youngest 
player to win a Grand Slam 
title when she won the 
Australian Open in January. 

"If you play well, you 
know you can beat almost 
everybody in the world. It's 
great to go out there and 
play in front of 10.000 peo- 
ple." 

Even the absence from the 
Lipton championships of 
Steffi Graf, who lost her top 
ranking to the charging 
Hingis, was of no great con- 
cern to the Czech-bom 
Swiss sensation. 

"It doesn't matter to me if 
she can't play, compete at 
this tournament," Hingis 




World No. 1 Martina Hingis 


Steffi Graf 


says of Graf. "It's not my 
problem. She has to be pre- 
pared and uy to play at these 
tournaments. If she's not 
able to. somebody else is 
going to step there.” 

Hingis takes time from the 
rigours of competition to 
blow off steam. 

An avid horsewoman, 
Hingis travels with “my 
boots and pants" in hopes of 
a joyous ride. Rollerblades 
also fit into the suitcase and 
residents on Key Biscayne 
have stopped and stared’ as 
the Swiss miss skates by. 

“I can’t be all the time here 
ai the courts." Hingis said. 
"It would just get crazy if 
you would spend all the time 
on the site. For me. it's 
important to do something 


1. Martina Hingis (Switzerland) 

2. Steffi Graf (Germany) 

3. Jana Novotna (Czech Republic) 

4. Arantxa Sanchez Vicario (Spain) 

5. Monica Seles (U.S.) 

6 . Conchita Martinez (Spain) 

7. Anke Huber (Germany) 

8 . Lindsay Davenport (U.S.) 

9. Irina SpLrlea (Romania) 
lO.Iva Majoli (Croatia) 

1 1. Mary Joe Fernandez (U.S.) 

12. Karina Habsudova (Slovakia) 

13. Barbara Paul us (Austria) 

14. Mary Pierce [Trance) 

15. Amanda Coetzer (South .Africa) 


47lJ.5000pts 

4249.5000 

3427.4412 

3409.6871 

3231.8083 

2SS0.6710 

253S.03S8 

2485.0667 

2266.7950 

2254.2820 

1792.5113 

1784.2182 

1696.2813 

1594.8195 

1489.7000 


else." 

The trip to the top has been 
a wonderful ride. 
Surprisingly mature for her 


age. Hingis never appears 
intimidated by opponents or 
anything else. Nor does she 
anticipate feeling fearful of 


weighty expectations. 

“What should I be afraid 
of?” said Hingis, tossing a 
questioning look. “Why 
should I be worried? 
Everything is perfect.” 

Hingis even turns a non- 
chalant eye to the vast 
amounts of money she's 
amassed- This year alone, 
she's earned over $ 1 milli on. 

“The money is rolling, 
rolling." laughs Hingis. 
“Well, life doesn’t change 
because you just won 
SI 00,000 more or less. I still 
can’t drive a car. I still can’t 
go out. I still can't do that 
because I’m underage 
everywhere.” 

Everywhere, that is, 
except in the world of ten- 
nis. 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Colombia, who 
have led the South American World Cup 
qualifying tournament from the Start, could 
be toppled on Wednesday when they travel 
to second-placed Paraguay with several key 
players suspended. 

Third- placed Argentina head uphill to 
Bolivia after one of the most painstaking 
preparations for a single match in their his- 
tory, hoping to build on their 1-0 win away 
to Colombia in February. 

Uruguay have a chance to revive their ail- 
ing aspirations with a home game against 
bottom-team Venezuela as the second half 
of the marathon competition, in which the 
nine teams play each other twice, gets under 
way. 

The top four countries qualify for France 
and with eight games left each, only 
Venezuela, on one point, do not have a real- 
istic chance of reaching the finals. Only 
three points separate Argentina and eighth- 
placed Peru. 

However, the current standings could 
prove deceptive as some teams have played 
more home games than others. 

Paraguay, whose only defeat was away to 
Colombia in their opening game, trail the 
leaders on goal difference and have won all 
their games so far in their intimidating 
“defenders of the Chaco” stadium. 

Inspired by goalkeepe r-c am- marks m an 
Jose Luis ChilaverL Paraguay are excellent- 
ly placed to qualify for die first time since 
1986, especially as they have five home 
games Left 

Colombia, after die morale-shattering 
defeat against Argentina which cost them 
their unbeaten record, have to plug the 
holes caused by the suspensions of mid- 
fielder Freddy Rincon, full-back Wilmer 
Cabrera and defender Jorge Bermudas. 

The trio, whose experience would have 
been invaluable in the Asuncion hothouse, 
all have two yellow cards. Coach Hern an 
Dairo Gomez will also have to find a new 
striking partner for Faustino Asprilla as first 
choice Ivan Valenciano is ruled out through 
injury. “It will be a very difficult game,” 
Asprilla said last week. “It is important that 
we start picking up points again.” 

Argentina will have to overcome the alti- 
tude of La Paz, 3,600 metres above sea 
level, and have been training in the bleak 
Altiplano on their own side of the border 
for die last three weeks in preparation. 


“The players have completed the adapts 
tion cycle,” team doctor Edwardo BeHn^ 
said at the weekend. Only Ariel Ortega, 
who on Sunday was voted best player in the 
country in a survey by the daily newspaper 
Claim, did not go through the full process. 

The match revives memories of 1973 
when Argentina beat Bolivia 1-0 with a 
team of non-regular internationals who 
were picked especially to play in La Pa* 
and spent weeks training for the march. 

The players, controversially, did not gerto 
play in the World Cup and the team was 
known as “the ghosts.” 

On this occasion, however, Argentina are 
taking their full-strength squad and can 
expect a hot reception after coach Daniel 
Passarella described conditions in La Paz as 
“inhuman” for soccer. 

Ecuador, in fourth place, appear well 
placed to reach the World Cup for the first 
time but have not yet won a point outside 
their own country and play five of their 
remaining games away. 

On Wednesday they travel to Pern, who 
they beat 4-1 at home last year. Peru them- 
selves have four home games left 

In early 1995, the two nations were 
involved in a border conflict that killed 
dozens and injured hundreds. Because of 
this, the national anthems will not be played 
to avoid arousing nationalist passions. 

Bolivia, two points behind Ecuador, have 
the biggest home advantage thanks to alti- 
tude but appear to have wasted it, having 
drawn four of their six home games. 
Victory against Argentina is essential to 
keep them in the race. 

Two times world champions Uruguay, 
who trail Bolivia on goal difference, hare 
only three home games left and appear to be 
in serious danger of missing out the World 
Cup for the second time ru nning . 

Beating Venezuela at home may restore 
confidence but is unlikely to help them 
much, as all the other teams also expea to 
pick up three against a team that is 
out of its depth. 

Chile, one point below Uruguay and three 


below Ecuador, play six of their remaining* 

at home where rhev have a 100 ner-r 


games at home, where they have a 100 per - 1 
cent record so far. They are not involved in 
the action on Wednesday, when they travel 
to Brazil for a friendly. 


Tv^o seeds fall on opening day 
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at Hilton Head Island 


Shearer and Weah lined up 

, -rttni ■ ■; ■ 

for Hong Kong handover spectacular 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND. S.C. <R) — Tenth seed 
Karina Habsudova of Slovakia and 15th seed Elena 
Likhovtseva of Russia suffered first-round defeats at 
the Family Circle Cup women's tennis tournament 
Monday as the clay court season got underway. 

Habsudova, ranked 1 2th in the world, fell to 53rd- 
ranked Alexandra Fusai of France 7-6. 6-3. 

The 19th-ranked Likhovtseva looked to have her 
match well in hand before 40th-ranked Italian Silvia 
Farina bounced back for a 1-6. 6-3. 6-4 victory. 

Ninth-seeded lva Majoli of Croatia, the highest 
seed to see opening-day action, struggled early but 
survived with a 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 victory over Canadian 
qualifier Rene Simpson. 

Majoli said the adjustment from playing on hard- 
courts to the slow, soft clay gave her some early 
problems. 

"It takes some time to get used to. especially as far 
as sliding on the court," Majoli said. 

“It’s easy to lose control of your feet. In the begin- 
ning. 1 was a little scared, but I got comfortable later 


Hard-serving Dutchwoman Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy, seeded 14th, had all she could handle 
from Elena Makarova. The Russian, ranked a lowly 
93rd in the world, kept Schultz-McCarthy on court 
for two hours and 20 minutes before the 14th seed 
finally prevailed 3-6, 7-6 (7-2), 6-4. 

The strong field is headed by 16-year-old Swiss 
sensation Martina Hingis, who was expected to play 
her first match as the No. 1 player in the world 
Tuesday night. 

Hingis, who takes five titles and a 26-0 1997 match 
record into this event, opens against Germany's 
Barbara Rittner in the second round after receiving a 
first -round bye. 

Monica Seles, who was crushed by Hingis in the 
Lipton championships final Saturday, is also entered 
into this event. 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
George Weah and Alan 
Shearer will lead a FIFA 
all star side to play Asia's 
best in a soccer spectacu- 
lar for Hong Kong's han- 
dover, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Other top names are also 
being lined up for the July 
3 match, two days after 
Britain transfers sover- 
eignty of the colony, for 
the most political event 
FIFA has linked its name 


also known as the reunifi- 


The match and a host of 
other events is being 
organised by the sport 
community for celebra- 
tion of reunification of 
Hong Kong with China, 


cation sports committee. 

Timothy Fok executive 
vice-president of the com- 
mittee, said: 

“We are delighted that 
we have been able to 
secure such top level 
names to support this 
extraordinary and happy 
moment” 

Fok’s father Henry Fok. 
a tycoon with close links 
to China, is a former exec- 
utive member of the inter- 
national football federa- 
tion (FIFA). 

Fok said stars from past 
World Cup winning sides 
and other top names in the 
world of football had 
already confirmed for the 


all star team, but he 
declined to release names. 

“A team of 16 has been 
selected by FIFA and so 
far seven players have 
confirmed but as we are 
getting confirmations 
every day we won’t 
release a full lineup for a 
while." 

Shearer, Newcastle 
United’s 15 million pound 
($22 5 million) striker, 
was second to Brazil’s 
Ronaldo in this year’s 
world player of the year 
award and AC Milan scor- 
er Weah won the title last 


year. 

The Asian team will be 
chosen by the Asian 
Football Confederation 


STUDY IN CANADA 1997 

Loyalist College, 
Belleville, Ontario, Canada 



GOREN BRIDGE 


PROGRAMMES BEGIN SEPTEMBER, 1997 


aWiI 


- Is one of the top colleges in Canada. 

- Has a beautiful campus in a small city located between Montreal and Toronto. 

- Safe, welcoming environment for international students. 

- Residence accommodation guaranteed for international students. 

1 - Qualified graduates have the option to link (SrecHy to university degree studies with advanced standing. 

- Some programmes may be delivered through distance education. 


Over 40 programmes to choose from including: 


- Archirectural/Civil Engineering Technician. 

- ConstrucliorVSurvey Engineering Technician. 

- Elec Ironic' Computer Engineering Technoloqy. 

- Environmemai/Chemicai Technology. 

- Business Admin Isi ration. 

- Information Systems. 

- Recreation Leadership. 

- Early Childhood Education. 

- Social Service Worker. 

- Travel and Tourism. 

- Hofei and Restaurant Management 

- Photojournalism. 


| Model :1989 - Length 30 ft Twin 
| Diesel Engine. 360 H.P. 

Licenced to utilize all communication- 
| Setups (i.e. Radar, Radio) 

\ Air conditioned - 2 bedroom, sitting room 
I Fully equipped kitchen - Tower Leadership. 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
* TANNAK HtRSCH 

OHB3 TMum MM tatfCM. kn. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, as South 
yon hold; 


Q- 4 - Both vulnerable, as Sooth 
you hold: 
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.rt . . . i The bidding hau 


The bidding has proceeded: >NOR 

NORTH EAST SOOTH WEST iwf 

1* Pan 2* Pan J + 

2* Pan ? wha, 

What do you bid now? 


nosra EAST SOOTH WEST 
Pan 30 P*M 
4* Pan ? 
what do you bid now? 


Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as 
Sooth you bold: 




The yacht is available for seeing at 


*A J J87B 04 +R Q J 10 B 4 2 ' 4AK95 WS78 084 +R83 


The Next step 


nd out more about Loyalist College by visiting our representatives at the Amman Marriott Hotel 
i Saturday. April 5th and Sunday. April 6th. 1997 between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm, Salon 1 . 


The Royal Yacht Club - Aqaba 

Final Price: JD 681000 
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What action do you take? 
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What action do you take? 


Q. 3 ■ Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


Q-6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
- ymnold: 


Beverlie Dietze, Coordinator of International Studies will be pleased to 
hear from you. Telephone 613-969-1913, Ext. 414 
Fax: 613-962-1376. E-mail: Dietze® lovaliste. on. ca 


for more information, please call : 
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713192 or 715815 
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What do you bid now7 


(AFC), which has invited 
18 players, including two 
from China — Fan Zhiyi 
and Hao Haidong. 

Others expected to con- 
firm are South Korea's 
Hwang Sun Hwang, Dusit 
Chalemson from Thailand 
and Asian player of the 
year Masarai Ihara from 
Japan. 

Asia has not fielded an 
all-star side since the 
1960s but FIFA’s team bas 
performed regularly for 
charity and at exhibitional 
matches around the world. 
The last match was in 
New York last July. 

Pro-china groups are 
organising a host of con- 
certs, firework and har- 
bouride displays around 
the handover at midnight 
on June 30, which is 
expected to attract world- 
wide attention. 

“These events are very 
important but the commu- 
nity is so sports mad that 
this event may touch the 
lives of more people,” 
said Fok 

The reunification sports 
committee has been set up 
by sports leaders in thflfr 
territory and Fok said 
other events were planned 
for the handover. 

“We intend to use the 
surplus from the match to 
pay for a full time founda- 
tion, working to build on 
the July celebrations," 
said Fok 


' CINEMA TEL: 634144 ^ CINEMA TEL634144 ^ 

PHILADELPHIA “1” I PHILADELPHIA “2” 

Sally Field, Kiefer Sutherland Kevin Beacon, Robert Deniro, 
and Ed Harris... in Dustin Hoffman, Jason Patric 

and Brad Pitt..... in 

EYE FOR AN EYE 


TEL: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA “1” 


CINEMA 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 


CINEMA 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


SLEEPERS 


PLBZfl 

^ — 

Adel Imam , Shireen 

& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
AI Jardal Walkankah 


i TEL-677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1 


Nabii & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL 625155 


MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS.JN 

EVITA 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:45 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


(new print) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30 


Amn.. Ya Ho 

The theatre is closed every 
Saturday & Sunday 
For reservations call 625155 
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Sports 

Arizona 
wins 

1st NCAA 
title 
in OT 


INDIANAPOLIS (Rj — 
Miles Simon and 19-year- 
old Mike Bibby led Arizona 
to its first National 
Collegiate Basketball 
Championship Monday, 
winning a gutty 84-79 over- 
time victory over defending 
champion Kentucky. 

Simon, the final four Most 
• Valuable Player and 
Arizona’s team leader 
although a junior, scored 30 
points. 

“I knelt down,” said 
Simon. “1 was glad ir was 
over. It was a war. It's unbe- 
lievable. It’s unbelievable.” 

“What a great game, what 
a great effort,” said Arizona 
coach lute Olson. 

Arizona became the first 
fourth seed in NCAA tour- 
nament history to beat three 
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Arizona center A J. Bnanlett (L) shoots over the arms 
of Kentucky center Nazr Mo hamm ed in the first half, 
during the NCAA Final Four national championship 
game in Indianapolis (Reuters photo) 

regional top seeds — Kansas, North Carolina and 
nationally top-ranked the defending champions. 


Arab Table Tennis Cup 

Qatar’s Hamadi and Tunisia’s Losif crowned champions 

Jordan finishes 4th as Tunisia dominates doubles 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Qatar’s Hamad A1 Hamadi Tuesday 
retained his title when he was crowned champion 
of the 6th Arab Table Tennis Cup after beating 
Saudi Arabia’s Shiber Awami (3-0) in a heated 
match at A1 Hussein Youth City. 

Tunisia’s Nadia Losif was crowned champion 
in the women’s singles when she beat Lebanon's 
Larissa Shoaib (3-2) ending the matches of the 
four-day championship in which nine countries 
took part. 

In the doubles championship Tunisia took the 
lion’s share in both the men's and women s dou- 
bles. 

Tunisia’s Basheer Ben Abdullah and Mukhtar 
Bo Aziz teamed up to clinch first place from 
Qatar's Hamad AJ Hamadi and Aref 
Abdulrahman 2-0 (21/17 and 21/17). 

Saudi Arabia followed in the third place after 
losing to Tunisia's team 2-1 (17/21. 21/17 and 
20 / 22 ). 

Iordan came fourth after having a couple of set 
backs against Saudi Arabia’s and Qatar’s teams. 

In women’s doubles. Tunisia’s Nadia Losif and 
Afaf Nowar took first place after beating 
Lebanon’s Larrisa Shoaib and Jocelyn Track 2-1 


(16-21. 21-17 and 21-19). 

Syria came in third and Jordan fourth. 

Jordan's best results in the singles was Alia 
Tufaha's third place finish after beating 
Lebanon’s Jocelyn Track 3-1. Tufaha had lost the 
chance to qualify for the final after earlier losing 
to Tunisia’s Losif 2-0. 

In men's singles too. Abdul Aziz Rida failed to 
qualify to the finals after he lost 2-1 to Saudi 
Arabia’s Shibr Awami. Rida took third place after 
beating Shafiq Mustafa 3-1. 

Results of men’s matches- 

•Hamad A1 Hamadi+Aref Abedul Ruhman 
(Qatar) — Mustafa RimaJ+fsam Bitawi 
(Morocco) 21-6. 21-10 

•Abdul Aziz Rida+Iyad Maknay (Jordan > — 
Osama A1 Mak (.Sudan) + Mohammad Ai H abash 
(Lebanon) 9-2 1 . 23-2 1 , 22-20 

•Basheer Ben • Abdul lah+Mukhtar Bo Aziz 
(Tunisia) — Raed Sharief+Radi Sharief 

(Palestine) 21 -IS, 14-21.21-15 

•Nabil Maqhawi+Shiber Awami (Saudi Arabia) 
— Mustafa Rida+Bashar Kurdi (Jordan) 18-21, 
21-14.21-15 

■Hamad Al Hamadi+Aref Abdulruhman 
(Qatar)— Abed Aziz Rida+lvad Maknay 
(Jordan i 21- 19- 18-2 1-2 1-1 6 


•Basheer Ben Abdulallah+Mukhtar Bo Aziz 
iTunisia) — Nabil Maqhawi+Shibr Awami 
(Saudi .Arabia) 21-17. 17-21. 22-21 
•Basheer Ben Abdulaal lah+Mukhtar Bo 
Aziz(Tunisia) — Hamad A I Hamadi+Aref 
Abedulruhman (Qatar) 21-17. 21- 17 

Results of women's matches 
•Larissa Shoaib+Jocelyn Track (Lebanon) — 
Alia Tufaha+Hanadi Tufaha (Jordan) 21-19, 21- 
14 

•Nadia Losif+Afaf Nowar (Tunisia) — Suha 
Anous+Hadia Abu Sham (Syria) 21-11, 21-17 
•Larissa Shoaib+Jocetvn Track (Lebanon) — 
R ilium Halaq+Hudeel Awad (Jordan) 20-22. 21- 
12,21-10 

• Nadia Losif+Afaf Nowar (Tunisia) — Larissa 
Shoaib+Jocelyn Track (Lebanon) lb-21. 21-17, 
21-19 

Past champions of the Arab Table Tennis 
Championships which started in 1987: 


Casablanca (1987) 
Riyadh (1989) 
Amman (1992) 
Morocco (1993) 
Tunisia ( 1995) 


Imad Jihad (Iraqi 
Munir Jasscm (Iraq) 
A Aziz Rida (Jordan) 
Ashraf Hilmi (Egypt) 
H. Al Hamadi (Qatar) 


Major League Baseball preview 

Interleague play leads changes on tap in 1997 season 


NEW YORK (R) — Major 
League Baseball, which is 
dedicating the 1997 cam- 
paign to the anniversary of 
the most profound change Id 
the game, launches a new 
season Tuesday full of fresh 
-X twists and challenges. 

The world series champi- 
on New York Yankees will 
play the New York Mets, 
and the Chicago Cubs will 
battle the Chicago White 
Sox this season in games 
that count as nearly 100 
years of tradition dissolves 
with the advent of inter- 
league play. v 

Phnsts are outra^fi.' 
Others are salivating at the 
propects of stirring up new 
rivalries and fleshing out 
what had been only a 
match-up fantasy of day- 
dreaming fans. 

It is fitting that this break- 
ing down of barriers comes 
as baseball celebrates the 
greatest dream come true 
for the game — the smash- 
ing of the colour line 50 
years ago by Jackie 
Robinson of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. 


National League team 
sketches (in order of 
last season's finish): 

^ EAST DIVISION 

•Atlanta Braves — added 
game’s premier leadoff hit- 
ter in Kenny Lofton. Traded 
away Marquis Grissom and 
David Justice and made 
room for young phenom 
Andrew Jones. Still boast 
one of the great pitching 
rotations of all time around 
core of Greg Maddux, Tom 
Glavine and John Smoltz. 
1996 record: 96-66 (nation- 
al league champions) 
•Montreal Expos — 
Talent drain continues for 
small market team that has 
always struggled to compete 
within budget. Gone this 
year are starter Jeff Fassero, 
stopper Mel Rojas and out- 
fielder Moises Alou, man- 
^ ager Felipe Alou’s son. 
* Bright hop: is much herald- 
ed rookie outfielder 
Vladimir Guerrero. 1996 


record: S8-74. 

•Florida Marlins — may 
be league’s most improved 
team. Hired former 
Pittsburgh manager Jim 
Ley land to run the club and 
fortified the lineup with 
bobby Bonilla and Moses 
Alou. Added White Sox ace 
Alex Fernandez to impres- 
sive starting staff. 1996 
record: 80-82. 

•New York Mets — 
added John Olerud, one- 
time sweet swinging first 
baseman from Toronto who 
hopes to regain stroke. Need 
turnaround season from 
Carlos Baerga and help 
from young pitchers to 
make any headway. 1996 
record- 71-91 

•Philadelphia Phillies — 
New manager in Terry 
Fran con a. Added Danny 
Tarrabull, Rico Brogna and 
Rex Hudler. Former stal- 
warts Darren Daulton and 
Lenny Dykstra hurting. 
Time for rebuilding. 1996 
record: 67-95. 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

•St. Louis Cardinals — 
added Delino Deshields as 
second baseman for a dash 
of speed. Ozzie smith final- 
ly gone, leaving shortstop 
solely in the hands of Royce 
Clayton. Could repeat again 
in weak division if ageing 
stopper Dennis Eckersley 
has anything left. 1996 
record: 88-74 

•Houston Astros — 
Pulled broadcaster Larry 
Dierker out of the booth and 
made him manager without 
any coaching or managing 
experience. Lost Brian 
Hunter, Orlando Miller and 
Todd Jones. Have had three 
successive runner-up finish- 
es but need big pitching 
year to contend. 1996 
record: 82-80 

•Cincinnati Reds — 
added Deion Sanders, 

Ruben sierra. Lost Eric 

Davis, Kevin Mitchell. 

Need strong pitching, 

including bounce back from 
injury' by Pete Schourek, to 
threaten cards. 1996 record: 
81-81 

•Chicago Cnbs — added 


Mel Rojas and brought back 
shortstop Shawon Dunston. 
Lost starter Jaime Navarro. 
Starting pitching is not good 
weakness to have in hitter- 
friendly Wrigley field. 1996 
record: 76-86 

•Pittsburgh Pirates — 
Gene Lamont is new man- 
ager. Added Kevin Elsier 
but lost Jay Bell. Jeff King, 
Carlos Garda and Orlando 
Merced. Can’t tell the play- 
ers without a scorecard. — 

WEST DIVISION. 

•San Diego Padres — 
'won first division title since 
1984 last season. Added 
second baseman Quilvo 

Veras and lefthander 

Sterling Hitchcock. Lost 

Scon Sanders, Bob 

Tewksbury and Jody Reed. 
Inability to sign Japanese 
pitching star Hedeko Irabu a 
disappointment. If Ken 
Caminiri bounces back from 
shoulder surgery to regain 
1996 MVP form. Padres 
could repeat 1996 record: 
91-71 

•Los Angeles Dodgers — 
Bill Russell gets first full 
season as successor to leg- 
endary manager Tommy 
Lasoida. Added Todd Zeile 
at third. Lost Delino De 
Shields and Mike Blowers. 
Strong starting rotation fea- 
turing Hideo Nomo and 
Ramon Martinez keeps 
them in contention. 
International rotation may 
also feature Korean fire- 
baller Chan Ho Park. 1996 
record: 90-72 

•Colorado Rockies — a 
Jekyll and Hyde team, 
extremely tough to beat at 
home but tied for worst road 
record last year. Basically 
unchanged but a healthy 
Dante Bichette and Larry 
Walker could make an 
improvement. 1996 record: 
83-79 

•San Francisco Giants — 
team belongs to Barry 
bonds but loss of prime time 
slugger Matt Williams will 
cost in run production. 
Infield underwent off-sea- 
son face lift with addition of 



Hideo Nomo of the L.A. Dodgers 


Jeff Kent, Jose Vizcaino and 
J.T. Snow. Shaky pitching 
keeps them at bottom. 1996 
record: 68-94 

American League 
team sketches (in order 
of last season’s finish): 

EAST DIVISION 

•New York Yankees — 
World Series champions 
turning over closer chores to 
young Panamanian Mariano 
Rivera now that ace John 
Wetteland has signed on 
with the Texas Rangers, 
Mike Stanton, Jeff Nelson, 
Graeme Lloyd counted on 


for critical set-up role per- 
formed so brilliantly last 
year by Rivera. Former 
Baltimore leftv David Wells 
takes place of Jimmy Key in 
the rotation. 1996 record: 
92-70 (world series champi- 
ons) 

•Baltimore Orioles — 

may have improved club- 
house chemistry with loss of 
Bobby Bonilla. Biggest off- 
season change was internal 
as iron man Cal Ripken 
hands shortstop job to Mike 
Bordick and steps over to 
play third- Eric Davis 
expected to give 


speed/power lift to attack. 
1996 record: 88-74 
•Boston Red Sox — Lost 
longtime ace Roger 
Clemens to Toronto. 
Experimenting all over 
Diamond. Moved regular 
shortstop John Valentin to 
second base to make room 
for young Nomar 
Garciaparra. and could have 
whole new outfield with 
converted infielder Wil 
Cordero in left, Japan 
League returnee Shane 
Mack in centre and tiger 
castoff Rudy Pemberton in 
right. Jimmy Williams takes 


over as manager. 1 996 
record: 85-77 

•Toronto Blue Jays — 
made biggest improvement 
over off-season. Added 
Clemens to formidable rota- 
tion that already includes 
Cy young winner Pai 
Hentgen and era leader Juan 
Guzman. Added bats of 
Carlos Garcia (second 
base). Orlando Merced (out- 
field) and Benito Santiago 
(catcher) to bolster weak 
offence. 1996 record: 74-88 

•Detroit Tigers — added 
speedy centerfielder Brian 
Hunter, shortstop Orlando 
Miller and stopper Todd 
Jones. Bright spot on staff 
could be young lefty starter 
Justin Thompson. Slugging 
first baseman Tony Clark 
looks Like the real thing but 
team has long way to go. 
1996 record: 53-109 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

•Cleveland Indians — 
big changes in tribe team 
that went to world series 
two years ago but still look 
powerful. Added Matt 
Williams, marquis Grissom 
and David Justice. Gone is 
Albert Belle and Kenny 
Lofton. Jim Thome switches 
to first. Cloud hangs over 
legal problems facing closer 
Jose Mesa. 1996 record: 
99-62 

•Chicago White Sox — 
added Albert Belle but lost 
ace starter Alex Fernandez. 
Jaime Navarro. Doug 
Drabek try to pick up the 
rotation. Badly hurt by 
injury to power-hining third 
baseman Robin Ventura, 
who could miss most of the 
year. 1996 record: S5-77 

•Kansas City Royals — 
also busy in off-season, 
putting life into offence by 
adding Chili Davis. Jeff 
King and Jay Bell. If 
promising arms like Jose 
Rosado, Chris Haney and 
Brian Bevil develop could 
get interesting. 1 996 
record: 80-82 

•Milwaukee Brewers — 


have basically stayed put. 
Have righthander Cal 
Eldred for' full season and 
hope young Jeff D'Amico 
continues to progress as a 
starting pitcher. 1996 
record: 80-82 

•Minnesota Twins — 
added catcher Terrs 
Sieinbach to attack and 
hope for continued develop- 
ment of young players such 
as Rich Becker, Matt 
Lawton and rookie Todd 
Walker. Pitching is a prob- 
lem. but team could be on 
upswing. 1996 record: 78- 
84 

WEST DIVISION 

■Texas Rangers — Fixed 
only big problem from Iasi 
year by signing relief ace 
Weneland. Now hope short- 
stop Benji Gil and cenier- 
fielder Damon Buford can 
replace departed Kevin 
Elster and Darryl Hamilton. 
Slugger Juan Gonzalez to 
miss early going due to 
injury. 1996 record: 85-76. 
first place 

•Seattle Mariners — for- 
tified starting staff with 
acquisition of Jeff Fassero 
and Scon Sanders. If fire- 
balling randy Johnson can 
return to form following 
injury-plagued 1996 season, 
the offensive-minded 
Mariners could overtake 
Texas. 1996 record: S5-76 

•Oakland Athletics — 
Brought back bash brother 
Jose Canseco, reuniting him 
with Mark McGwire. 
Offence may be hurt by lack 
of table setter unless young 
shortstop Tony Batista steps 
up. Starting pitching could 
be a strength but bullpen is 
suspect. 1996 record: 78-84 

•Anaheim Angels — 
biggest change was in name 
as have dropped stare 
moniker in deference Co 
locals in area and new 
owner Disney. Teny Collins 
is new manager. Rookie 
Darin Erstad may make a 
splash in an already lively 
lineup. 1996 record: 70-91. 


For Rent - Modem Furnished Apartments 

- Studio of one bedroom, K&B. 

• One bedroom, living room, K&B- 
* Two bedrooms, living-dining room, K&B. 

• Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room, K&2Bs. 
Central heating and telephones. 

Location: A - JabaJ Amman, bet 3rd & 4th Circles, 

B - Shmelsanl near Birds Garden. 

Annual rent Owner TW 667862 1 642351 


New Phone Numtoer Changing 

Fresh pork meat market announces that 
their new phone number is: 

720459 

Fuhais-beside Cement Housing 



* 


.— . * 1 . 


A semi -furnished 300 sq.m, second floor flat of two- 
storey building. Three bedrooms, reception, salon, 
dining room, living room, large kitchen, two bathrooms, 
washing room/maid's room and own garage. Has 
telephone and independent central-heating. 
Location: 139 Zahran Street. 

between 4th &5th Ctrdes 

Call Tel.: 732550 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 



The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Projects Directorate 
Invitation to Tender 
for the supply of fertilizers. Agricultural 
machinery for t he_Project of 
the increase of food production 

The steering committee of the Projects Directorate in the 
Ministry of Agriculture invites interested Japanese Trading 
firms with representative office or liaison office in Jordan 
to submit their financial offers for the supply of fertilizer, 
agricultural machinery, vehicles and construction 
machinery for the project of the increase of food 
production financed by a grant aid from the Government of 
Japan for the purpose of contributing to the increase of 
food production in Jordan. 

Interested companies can get the tender documents from 
the office of the technical adviser in MOA against non- 
refundable amount of JD200 per one set. 

The last date for getting the tender documents is on 
Wednesday the 9th of April 1997. 

Financial offers should be submitted in two copies to the 
office of the technical adviser in MOA not later than 12:00 
O'dock local time on Saturday the 19th of May 1997. 

Mljhlm Al Khralsha 
Minister of Agriculture 

Chairman of the steering committee 


r 


Institute Cervantes 

SPANISH CULTURAL CENTRE 


SPANISH COURSES 


* Regular courses (all levels). 

* Intensive courses (beginners only). 

* Special courses. 

Registration begins on April 1st, 1997 & 
ends by April 7th, 1997 from 10:00 a.m. until 
1 :00 p.m. and from 4 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 

Courses start on April 6, 1997 

Special benefits for excelling students 
For more information call 
Tel.: 610858 - Amman, 
behind the Amman Surgical Hospital. 
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Iraq wants to double 
volume of U.N. deal 

Baghdad to seek oil exports worth 
$4 billion from May, Rasheed says 



EXPLOSIONS IN GAZA: An Israeli officer collects evidence at the entrance of the Jewish settlement 
of Netzarim in the Gaza Strip where a Palestinian was blown apart in an explosion on Monday. The 
Palestinian National Authority accused the Israeli army of carrying out one of two bombings which 
killed one man and wounded seven people (AFP photo) 


Palestinian state is essential for 
success of peace process — Rifai 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
wants to double oil exports 
to S4 billion every six 
months when the oil-for- 
food deal with the United 
Nations comes up for renew- 
al in May. Oil Minister Amer 
Rasheed said Tuesday. 

"We hope the Security 
Council will consider at least 
twice" the S2 billion of oil 
Iraq is currently allowed to 
export over six months under 
the deal which took effect in 
December, he told AFP. 

"We're pushing for this 
because it is essential and 
necessary" for the needs of 
Iraqis. said General 
Rasheed. who was inter- 
viewed after chairing talks 
with a Turkish delegation. 

Gen. Rasheed said Iraq 
had to take the "influence of 
the Americans in the 
Security Council” into con- 
sideration but would not 
comment on whether he 
thought the United Slates 
would block the desired 
increase. 

He said he hoped the 
report by U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan expect- 
ed in May will include a rec- 
ommendation to double the 
quota. 

Iraq is capable of exporting 
four times its current level of 
around 600,000 ban-els per 
day under current prices, but 
Iraqis would still need much 
more revenue for their daily 
needs. Gen. Rashed said. 

Iraq resumed oil exports 


Turks in 
Germany 
hold vigil 
for arson 
victims 

KREFELD. Germany (AFP) 
— Members of dus west 
German town's Turkish 
community held a vigil 
overnight at the site of an 
arson fire that killed three 
people from the same fami- 
ly. 

Candles were placed in 
front of the 1 3-storev build- 
ing where the tire broke out 
on Monday killing a 41- 
year-old woman and a 16- 
year-old girl who died alter 
jumping from die window of 
their third-floor apartment to 
try to escape the flames. 

Firemen also discovered 
the body of a 17-ycar-oId 
adolescent in die apartment, 
which was totally destroyed. 

Two other young girls 
were seriously injured after 
jumping from the building. 
Turkey's Anatolia news 
agency later put the death 
toll at four, quoting hospital 
officials. 

But a police spokesman 
said Tuesday he was not 
aware of any other fatalities. 

The father of the family, 
who was in a nearby bar 
when the fire started, has 
been placed under police 
protection. 

Police said they were treat- 
ing the blaze as arson after 
finding traces of an inflam- 
mable substance in the 
bumi-oul flat. 

However, detectives said it 
was too early to say whether 
the attack had been "racially 
or politically motivated." 

According to initial find- 
ings. the fire began at around 
2:00 a.m. (0000 GMT ) in the 
Turkish family's apartment 
for as yet unknown reasons. 

The incident prompted 
some 1.000 people on 
Monday to take pan in a 
demonstration in Krefeld to 
show solidarity with the vic- 
tims. 

Overnight Monday, anoth- 
er suspicious fire destroyed 
the home of a Turkish fami- 
ly in the western town of 
Haiger Seelbach. police said. 
One of tha family members 
who was alone in the house 
at the time of the fire was 
slightly injured while trying 
to flee the flames. 


on December 10 under the 
U.N. deal, the first easing of 
oil and trade sanctions 
imposed after the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, but food 
did not stan arriving until 
March 20. 

Iraq announced Tuesday it 
would hand out extra flour 
rations to its people this 
month after the fuw ships 
began delivering Australian 
and French wheat under the 
oil-for-food deal. 

The SS Gunay docked at 
the Gulf port of Umm Qasr 
with 29.162 tonnes of 
French wheat late Monday, 
hours after Lhe first vessel 
arrived with a shipment of 
Australian wheaL 

"Both ships started unload- 
ing immediately and the dis- 
patch (of the goods) to gov- 
ernment warehouses has 
begun" said Eric FalL the 
spokesman for the U.N. 
humanitarian coordinator in 
Baghdad. 

Another four ships carry- 
ing French and Australian 
wheat are due to arrive in the 
next two days, he added. 

Some 90.000 tonnes of 
food have reached Iraq since 
food started flowing into the 
sanctions-hit country on 
March 20 under the humani- 
tarian deal with the United 
Nations, he said. 

A total of 2.2 million 
tonnes of wheat flour, rice, 
sugar, cooking oil. salt, chick 
peas, w hite beans and .tea is 
to be delivered to Iraq under 


Israel's 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
found itself plunged four 
years into the past Tuesday, 
facing a wall of Arab and 
Muslim hostility which the 
Middle East peace process 
had made great progress 
chipping away. 

TTie rising tensions were 
illustrated by an exchange 
of virulent charges between 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benvamin Netanyahu and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Tuesday, each 
accusing the other of sabo- 
taging the peace process. 

The crisis sparked by Mr. 
Netanyahu's decision to 
begin construction last 
month of a new Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem brought not only- 
violent protests from 
Palestinians but threats of 
diplomatic reprisals from a 


the deal, 

Iraq announced Monday it 
would stan distributing extra 
rations of wheat flour later in 
•April, while the increased 

rations of other goods would 

start being handed out in 
May. 

An Iraqi source said 
Monday that 14 ships carry- 
ing humanitarian supplies 
would arrive in the next few 
days. 

U.N. officials said almost 
all of the ships are canying 
French and Australian wheat 
totalling 250.000 tonnes. 

Under the terms of the oil- 
for-food deal, Iraq can 
export $2 billion of oil in six 
months. 

The proceeds are ear- 
marked for purchases of 
humanitarian goods, as well 
as to defray U.N. costs and 
compensate victims of the 
invasion. 

Medicine as well as soap, 
detergents, educational sup- 
plies and equipment for 
power plants and sewage 
treatment plants are also 
allowed under the deal. 

A total lifting of the sanc- 
tions depend on Iraq satisfy- 
ing the United Nations 
Special Commission 

charged with overseeing the 
elimination of Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Iraq and UNSCOM 
remain at loggerheads over 
Baghdad's compliance with 
U.N. demands. 


mobilised Arab World. 

At a weekend meeting, the 
Arab League called for a 
freeze in normalisation with 
Israel and demanded the 
closure of representative 
offices opened in the Jewish 
state over the past four years 
by Mauritania, Morocco, 
Oman and Tunisia. 

For Israel, the move jeop- 
ardised one of the main 
achievements of the peace 
process since Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (PLO» signed 
their mutual recognition 
pact in 1993 — the stan of 
the Jewish stare's integra- 
tion into the region. 

Mr, Mubarak was much 
pointed, calling 

Netanyahu’s hardline poli- 
cies "very dangerous” for 
the enrire Middle East. 

In an interview in the 


AMMAN (J.T) — Jordan’s 
ambassador to Israel said 
Monday that establishment of 
a Palestinian state was essen- 
tial for successfully conclud- 
ing the Middle East peace 
process. 

There must be a Palestinian 
state,” said Ambassador Omar 
Rifai in a speech at Bar-flan 
University near Tel Aviv, 
adding that the need for such a 
state was not a matter of pref- 
erence but a fact. 

Mr. Rifai said Jordan, which 
signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in 1994. is *’in an 
impossible situation” because 
of the growing tensions 
between the Palestinians and 
the hard-line government of 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Netanyahu has strongly 
opposed Palestinian statehood, 
saying they should suffice with 
a generous form of autonomy 
instead. A final peace settle- 
ment is supposed to be worked 
out by 1999. 

“We continue to adhere to 
peace with Israel (and) we 
believe that we must work 
with the Netanyahu govern- 
ment to advance the peace 
process. On this stance we 
receive tough criticism from 


NAIROBI IR) — 
Sudanese rebel leader John 
Garang said on Tuesday 
rebels seized four districts 
in northeast Sudan in an 
offensive aimed at cutting 
Khartoum's main link with 
the outside world. 

He said a coalition of 
rebels “liberated” the dis- 
tricts of Karora. Itairba. 
Agin and Agigi last week 
and over the weekend and 
were advancing towards the 
town of Tokar. 

Colonel Garang. leader of 
the Sudan People's 
Liberation Array (SPLA) 
and military commander of 
the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA). said NDA 
forces were destroying 
Khartoum's “military and 


Israeli newspaper Maariv. 
Mr. Mubarak said the 
“peace process has not 
degenerated to such a level 
since 1977" — a reference 
to the groundbreaking visit 
to occupied Jerusalem by 
his assassinated predecessor 
Anwar Sadat. 

“I am very worried about 
what is going to happen/' 
Mr.Mubarak said. Israel has 
"managed to frighten the 
whole world, relations 
between Israel and the Arab 
states have never been 
worse.” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu was quick 
to respond to the broadside, 
accusing the Egyptian 
leader of “carrying out a 
systematic campaign of 
slander against Israel.' 1 

“The Egyptian govern- 
ment is playing a negative 
role in the peace process.” 


the entire Arab World," said 
Mr. Rifai. 

The Jerusalem Post adds: 
Following the Arab League 
decision to recommend halting 
the normalisation of relations 
with Israel. Jordan remains the 
only country in the region that 
is promoting the peace 
process, the ambassador said. 

“We may be the only gov- 
ernment in the region that is 
promoting the peace process at 
the moment," Ambassador 
Rifai said. 

Addressing Bar-Iian 

University's Begin-Sadat 
Centre for Strategic Studies. 
Rjfai said neither Amman nor 
Cairo will be affected by the 
Arab League foreign minis- 
ters' recommendation to sever 
ties, close diplomatic offices 
and reinstitute the Arab eco- 
nomic boycott. 

‘The decisions basically 
state that the Arab states 
should reconsider their rela- 
tions with Israel,” Mr. Rifai 
said. “I think they leave it up to 
the states concerned. This 
decision does not apply to 
Jordan and Egypt which have 
signed peace treaties that are 
binding in international law. 
The rationale, the chinking 


security machine” in the 
northeast. 

“The citizens of the four 
districts have returned to 
their normal life and are 
forming their civil adminis- 
trations from within the 
local population.” Col. 
Garang said in a statement 
•issued by the SPLA office 
in the Eritrean capital 
Asmara. 

He said relatives and fam- 
ilies of more than 100 pris- 
oners of war seized by 
rebels in the last week 
should know they were in 
safe hands and were receiv- 
ing “the good treatment 
they deserve”. 

In Khartoum, the army 
journal A1 Nasr said on 
Tuesday that independent 


he said accusing the 
Egyptian leaders of double 
dealing. “It tells the United 
States that it is helping 
Israel open doors to the 
Arab World while in fact it 
is doing everything in its 
power to close these doors.” 
he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu blamed 
Egypt for “prompting a 
hardening of the Arab 
World's position” which led 
to the Arab League call over 
the weekend for a freeze in 
normalisation. 

- “Threats of a boycott will 
not force us to give in a cen- 
timetre and the Palestinians 
must get rid of this idea that 
Jerusalem will one day be 
divided again,” he said, 
adding that his government 
ruled out any halt to con- 
struction at Jabai Abu 
Ghneim. 


behind this, is that you can't 
have normalisation on one 
track and the peace process on 
the other. One doesn't go with- 
out the other” 

Mr. Rifai said although the 
peace process is in danger. 
Jordan remains committed to 
warn) relations with Israel. He 
added that King Hussein and 
Mr. Netanyahu have a “good 
working relationship.” 

•‘We are still talking peace 
although we are in a crisis.” he 
said. “Peace is not an accident 
of history. It is a systematic 
process." 

The ambassador said his 
country is willing to help 
mediate between Israel and the 
Palestinians. He said the 
Kingdom's vision of a final 
status settlement on the territo- 
ries is one “that will satisfy 
both sides. We're not talking 
about historical rights. Were 
calking about compromise. 
Jordan will support any deal 
that will be reached by Israel 
and the Palestinians.” 

But Mr. Rifai said such a 
deal must involve a Palestinian 
state. “It’s a Palestinian right” 
he told his audience, adding “I 
know this is not music to vour 


militias killed 70 SPLA 
guerrillas and captured IS 
in an attack on the rebels 
near Akobo on the 
Ethiopian border in the 
south on Monday. 

The rebels say the north- 
east offensive is aimed at 
cutting the road between 
Khartoum and Port Sudan 
on the Red Sea. 

Tokar is 150 kilometres 
southeast of Port Sudan, the 
main- link for Africa's 
largest country to the rest of 
the world. 

The nearest stretch of the 
670 kilometres road from 
Khartoum to Port Sudan is 
about 100 kilometres north- 
west of Tokar. which is 
another 100 kilometres 
northwest of Karora. 


Israeli opposition leader 
Shimon Peres, a key archi- 
tect of the peace process, 
also entered the fray to 
deplore “Israel’s growing 
isolation in the world." 

“It would be a fatal mis- 
take to destroy the peace 
process/’ he said on Israel 
Radio, adding that Mr. 
Netanyahu's actions had left 
him “very worried over 
Israel's security and the 
danger of the United States 
abandoning the peace 
process” 

Yossi Beilin, the former 
Labour minister in charge of 
the peace process, also 
expressed his regret that the 
current right-wing govern- 
ment bad turned Israel back 
into “an isolated island sur- 
rounded by hostile Arab 
masses.” 


Tough 
U.S. law 
on illegal 
aliens 
in effect 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A tough new immigration 
law went into effect 
Tuesday after an 1 lth-hour 
reversal on a court decision 
to delay enforcement in a 
bid to prevent panic among 
illegal aliens. 

Monday, a federal judge 
ordered a four-day delay on 
grounds U.S. immigration 
officials had not allowed 
enough time to inform the 
public about the stiff new 
regulations but the ruling 
was overturned just after 
midnight, the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service 
(INS) said Tuesday. 

Under the new law, all 
illegal immigrants must 
leave the country wi thin six 
months. Those who leave 
after the stipulated period 
risk being barred from reen- 
tering the United States 
even with a valid visa' for up 
to 10 years. 

That prospect sent hoards 
of aliens to legal aid clinics 
— and to the alter — mis- 
takenly fearing they would 
be deported on April 1 if 
they did not apply for citi- 
zenship or marry U.S. resi- 
dents. 

The widespread alarm 
prompted Judge Emmett 
Sullivan to block the law 
until Saturday arguing that 
people needed more time to 
get information on the law. 

He also ruled tbai ibe INS 
violated its own rules by not 
allowing a 30-day waiting 
period between publishing 
the new regulations and 
their enactment. The law 
was published on March 6. 

But the delay was over- 
turned in a U.S. Court of 
Appeals in Washington, 
acting on an appeal by the 
Justice Department which 
countered that a delay 
would significantly compli- 
cate its efforts. 

The new law. a sweeping 
effort to deter illegal immi- 
gration passed in the midst 
of an anti-immigrant back- 
lash last year, aims to beef 
up barriers ro all forms of 
unauthorised immigration 
into the United States. 

Key changes would make 
it easier for U.S, officials to 
expel illegal immigrants 
and keep them out for many 
years and to stop more ille- 
gals at the US. border. 

Under the new law, border 
officials would also have 
broader authority to keep 
would-be illegal immi- 
grants out of the country. 

In a major legal change, 
those apprehended in the 
United States would be 
required to demonstrate 
why they are entitled to 
remain in die country. 
Cimrent law instead requires 
U.S. officials to show why 
an illegal alien should be 
deported. 



Maugham text? 

SINGAPORE (R) — The 
tale told on Tuesday of two 
cleaners unearthing a long- 
lost manuscript by late 
British author Somerset 
Maugham in Singapore's 
colonial-era Raffles Hotel 
turned out sadly for his 
fans to be untrue. A hotel 
spokeswoman told Reuters 
the Straits Times newspa- 
per story of the discovery 
of a 400-page handwritten 
manuscript in a disused 
basement was an April 
fool's joke. It said “the ^ 
sacred flame” was written 
on faded hotel stationery 
and wrapped between the 
covers of an old tiffin room 
menu. The famed hotel, 
where Maugham often 
stayed, was completely 
refurbished in the early 

• 1990s. The newspaper's 
page two story said the 
hotel had faxed copies of 
the manuscript to 
Maugham experts in 
Britain who. thoroughly 
excited, were eager to head 
for Singapore to authenti- 
cate ” the original. 

Taiwan group to 
pray for dead pigs 

TAIPEI (R) — A Taiwan 
Buddhist group said on 
Monday it planned to erect 
a shrine and pray for better 
next lives for the more than 
one million hogs destroyed 
during the recent outbreak 
of a deadly epidemic. “We 
will erect a small monu- 
meat on Wednesday in* 
front of the Taipei County 
Institute of Animal Health 
and perform a Buddhist rite 
there to pray for the 
deceased hogs,” said 
Tseng-Huang Li-Ming of 
the Fukuangshan Buddhist 
Association. More than one 
million hogs have been 
killed in an army-led eradi- 
cation scheme to curb the 
spread of the highly conta- 
gious foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease. which has erupted in 
more than 1,000 hog farms 
in Taiwan since March 19. 
“From the Buddhist point 
of view, the previous life of 
a hog was a person who 
became a hog in this life as 
punishment for bad deeds 
he or she had done before,” 
Tseng-Huang said. 

Stallone building 
home in Argentina 

BUENOS AIRES ( AFP) 

— U.S. actor Sylvester 
Stallone is building a man- 
sion and a series of luxuri- ) 
ous houses near ‘ 
Argentina’s eastern moun- 
tain town of San Carlos de 
Bariloche, real estate 
sources said Tuesday. 
Stallone reportedly was 
drawn to the region after 
U.S. television tycoon Ted 
Turner bought a ranch in 
the Nahuel Huapi national 
park last year. Stallone 
paid $8 million for 14,000 
hectares of woodland con- 
taining numerous lakes and 
uout streams. 

Titohad 

‘underground city’ 

BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Marshal Tito, the former 
communist strongman of 
Yugoslavia, had an “under- * 
ground city” built under his / 

residence ’in Belgrade, a 
new independent daily 
reported in its inaugural 
issue Tuesday. The com- 
plex, made of marble and 
wood, was built to be 
“■anti-atomic.” bad its own 
power supply and included 
apartments, military com- 
tnand and observation 
posts, a telecommunica- 
tions centre and confer- 
ence rooms, the report in 
the Gradjanin (citizen) 
said. Several dozen people 
could live there “comfort- 
ably for several months." 
the daily said, adding that 
the existence of the com- 
plex remained a “state 
secret" Quoting “witnesses 
who stayed there,” 
Gradjanin said that the 
complex was connected by ;'J 
underground tunnels to 
several houses in the 
Dedinje residential suburb 
of Belgrade. 


Yemeni court rules today on 
death sentence for gunman 

SANAA (.AFP) — Yemen's appeals court will decide 
Wednesday whether to uphold a death sentence imposed on 
an Afghan war veteran who killed six people in a shooting 
spree at two schools, judicial sources said Tuesday. 

After two hours of deliberations, appeals court President 
Judge Mohammad A I Wadii told a court room here packed 
with 2.000 people and ringed by heavy security that he 
would make a final decision in open court on Wednesday. 

Mohammad Al Nadhiri. 42. was sentenced to death by 
firing squad at a lightning trial on Monday just one day 
after he opened fire with a Kalashnikov assault rifle on 
teachers and students at two schools in Sanaa. 

Nadhiri. a building contractor, wore a grey robe as he sat 
impassively through most of the proceedings flanked by 
two police officers, although from time-to-time he smiled 
or made signs at his children sitting in the court. 

He again insisted he carried out the massacre to avenge 
the rape of his eight-year-old daughter by an administrator 
at the Talaeh school, where he began his shooting spree. 

The court on Monday rejected his defence after a medical 
examination of his daughter. 

Asked if he regretted his actions, Nadhiri said: “It is des- 
tiny that has brought this about ... I ask the court to protect 
my children/’ 

The state prosecutor told the court Tuesday that a sixth 
victim had died from their injuries, and he demanded 
Nadhiri be executed at a spot between the two schools and 
that his body be crucified. 

Legal experts said Nadhiri could still appeal to the 
Supreme Court of Appeal, and as a last resort make a plea 
for clemency from President Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

Four of his five children including daughter Hitaf. the 
victim of the alleged sexual assault, accompanied their 
father during Sunday’s shooting spree. 

According to neighbours, the bearded Nadhiri. a veteran 
of the war against Soviet troops in Afghanistan, was an 
Islamist who was critical of the mixing of boys and girls 
in schools. 

Nadhiri sprayed srudems at the Talaeh school with bullets 
as they prepared to file into class on Sunday. He then 
moved on to the nearby Musa Ben Nusair School, shooting 
passersby on the way. and opened fire at random. 

Among the dead were the Egyptian headmistress of the 
Talaeh School and a teacher at the Musa Ben Nousair 
School. Ten other people were injured. 


actions renew its own isolation 


ears. 

Sudanese rebels claim more gains 



